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John  MiriDn 
kilsnd  Correspondent 

Loyalist  prison- 
ers yesterday 
dealt  the  most 
serioosblow  yet  to 
the  Northern  Ire- 
land peace  process 
when  they  indicated  that  they 
were  dose  to  withdrawing 
their  support  for  the  negotia- 
tions at  Stormont.  They  de- 
scribed tha  loyalist  ceasefire 
as  “shaky”. 

Prisoners  who  are  members 
of  the  outlawed  Ulster  De- 
fence Association  and  Ulster 
Freedom  Fighters  warned 
that  their  three-year-old 
ceasefire  was  in  grave  dan- 
ger. They  would  reassess 

their  backing  for  the  “falter-  ___  rue  uisier  u mums  is  are 

mg"  mnlti-party  taTfcs  during  Patrick  Magee:  11  years  into  ai.cn  split  down  the  middle 
Christmas  parole,  but  the  out-  minimum  35-year  sentence  about  staying  in  the  negotia- 
look  is  extremely  gloomy.  tioos.  Four  of  the  10  Unionist 

The  announcement  came  as  prisoners  that  they  bad  guar-  MPs,  always  sceptics,  have 
160  terrorists,  more  than  ever  antees  there  would  be  no  made  their  opposition  clear  tn 
before,  were  released  from  more  concessions  to  Sinn  a letter  to  their  leader,  David 
the  Maze  prison  near  Belfast  Fein.  Dublin  said  yesterday  it  Trimble.  None  is  directly  in- 
to spend  Christmas  and  the  was  keen  to  meet  the  loyalist  voived  at  Stormont  But  Jef- 
New  Year  with  their  fomQies.  parties.  But  the  move  only  frey  Donaldson,  MP  for  Lagan 


leader  Gary  McMichael  sakL 
“Within  the  loyalist  commu- 
nity there  is  a very  severe 
feeling  of  alienation,  and 
people  are  starting  to  question 
the  value  of  this  process," 

The  UDP  shifted  its  posi- 
tion yesterday.  It  previously 
affirmed  it  would  be  staying 
In  the  talks,  but  now  says  It 
will  be  reviewing  its  partici- 
pation before  they  resume  on 
January  12.  The  Progressive 
Unionist  Party,  dose  to  the  il- 
legal Ulster  Volunteer  Force, 
has  already  said  it  is  unlikely 
to  return. 

Hopes  that  the  fringe  loyal- 
ists are  just  sabre-rattling  are 
receding.  They  are  serious 
about  withdrawal,  which 
would  in  effect  scupper  any 
chances  of  success  in  the  cur- 
rent process.  That  would 
mean  a return  to  violence.  Se- 
curity sources  predict  any 
resumed  loyalist  terror  cam- 
paign would  be  extremely  vi- 
cious. They  believe  that 
would  suck  the  IRA,  itself  un- 
easy with  the  peace  strategy, 
back  into  full-blown  war. 

The  Ulster  Unionists  are 
also  split  down  the  middle 
about  staying  in  the  negotia- 


In  the  Republic,  among  10 
IRA  members  freed  on 
Christmas  parole  is  Thomas 
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«w-T„n  MrKPlIen  ulavs  Hook  in  the  newproductioiibfPeterPaji  at  theSoyal  National  OlivtorTheatre.  He  tells  of  the  hissing,  the  horrors  and  what  it’s 
to  to  vmu^ShSswhile  being  chasedby  a crocodile.  G2,  page  10  photoqraph;  david  makssj. 
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Same  laughs  as  last  year  on  Scandinavian  TV 


They  have  10  days'  leave,  served  to  harden  antipathy.  Valley  and  one  of  the  negotia- 
compared  with,  seven  last  Prisoners  are  the  most  im-  tors,  publicly  called  on  Mr 
year.  Among  them  was  Pat-  portant  constituency  for  the  Trimble  to  reconsider  his 
rick  Magee,  46, 11  years  into  a fringe  loyalist  parties.  It  would  strategy. 
minimum  35-year  sentence  be  impossible  for  the  parties  to  In  the  Republic,  among  10 

for  .the  Brighton  bombing,  continue  at  Stormont  without  IRA  members  freed  on 
Five  people  died  When  the  flair  explicit  backing.  Christmas  parole  is  Thomas 

IRA  targeted  the  Conserva-  The  UDA  and  UFF  are  McMahon,  serving  a life  sen- 
tive  Party  conference  in  1984.  linked  to  the  fringe  Ulster  tence  for  the  murder  of  Lord 
He  refused  to  comment  on  the  Democratic  Party,  which  had  Mountbatten  in  1979.  He 
outcry  surrounding  the  deci-  two  hours  of  talks  yesterday  renounced  the  ISA  seven 
sion  to  allow  him  parole,  and  with  Mo  Mowlam,  the  North-  years  ago,  and  is  expected  to 
was  driven  away  at  speed.  era  Ireland  Secretary.  UDP  be  freed  next  summer. 

Loyalist  prisoners  believe 

the  British  and  Irish  govern-  ~~  ..  ...  " .-  — — — 

meats  are  pandering  to  a / ^ 

republican  agenda  at  Stor-  / — ' ■ 

moat  “Nothing  is  going  our  / / /T  _ 

way,”  said  one.  Billy  Adams.  / / / 

as  he  left  the  Maze.  He  called  //  / / — - — 

the  approach  “appeasement”.  ^n-vNNs^  i • 

The  final  straw  came  when 

Bertie  Ahern,  the  Taoiseach.  ^ 'vvsj  i ^ 

announced  the  early  release  A Tpt 

of  nine  IRA  prisoners  in  the  ^ ) JL  * ~V 

Republic  last  week  without 

warning.  Leaders  of  the  \ y 

fringe  loyalist  political  par- 
ties had  just  assured  their 
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Stephan  Wrianan 
In  atodkholm 

This  Christmas  and  New 
Year  millions  of  televi- 
sion viewers  throughout 
Scandinavia  will  share  a holi- 
day that  has  grown 

Into  a tradition  over  the 
years.  They  win  watch  two 
now  dead  English  comedians 
work  their  way  flnough  a 
grainy,  18-minute  Mack  and 
wh  He  sketch  showing  a grand 
Md  lady  served  dinner  by  her 
increasingly  inebriated 

known  in  Britain,  the 

sketch,  Same  Procedure  As 
Last  Year,  is  unmissable  in 
Denmark,  Norway  and 
Sweden.  “We  tried  to  takett 
off  one  year  but  people wmt 
crazy."  said  a spokeswoman 
■^Norwegian  sttje  tdw* 
sion,  which  showed  the  pro- 

music-hall  comedians  May 
Warden  and  Jpreddie  Frmton 
as  Miss  Sophie  and  her  but- 
ler. James,  cel*bra£,£a?S 

90th  birthday  — as  she  marks 


every  birthday  — with  a for- 
mal dinner  for  four  close 
friends.  . • 

The  twist  is  that  her 
friends,  Mr  Pomeroy,  Mr 
Wlnterbottam,  Sir  Toby  and 
- Admiral  Von  Schneider,  are 
long  dead.  To  keep  the  dinner 
tradition  going  the  bntler 
stands  in  for  the  absent 
guests,  drinking  a toast  to 
Moss  Sophie  for  each  of  the 
characters  at  each  course  of 

themeai-  „ _ 

James  soaks  up  the  sherry 
white  wine,  champagne  and 
port,  zig-zagging  around  a 
tiger-skin  rug  cm  the  floor  jmd 
acting  at  every  stage:  "The 

camp  procedure  as  last  year, 
madam?”  to  which  the  reply 
is  always  “The  same  proce- 
dure as  every  year,  James. 
The  punch-line  comes  at  tra 

end  of  the  meal  when  thedis- 

tranght  and  hy  now  totally 
sozzled  butler  asks  the  quee- 

r_  1 wuninino 


FreddieFrinton  and  May  Warden  in  the  andent  TV  sketch 


uou  uuw 

the  same  answer,  carries 
Miss  Sophie  upstairs,  we  Re- 
sume to  continue  serving  her 
in  her  boudoir. . 

The  Drogramme  was  filmea 
in i963  by  the 


German  television  director 
Heinz  Dunkebase,  who  had 
seen  Frinton  and  Warden  per- 
form their  piece  in  a Black- 
pool variety  show  and 
thought  it  would  fit  well  into 
a vaudeville  series  he  was 
putting  together. 

Despite  the  Englsh  dia- 


logue — Frinton,  who  died  in 
1968,  refused  to  attempt  the 
sketch  in  German  — it 
brought  the  house  down  in 
Germany  and  became  the 
country's  most  repeated  TV 
programme. 

- in  Scandinavian  countries 
St  has  become  as  much  a part 


of  the  holiday  as  eating  and 
drinking.  Joergen  Oldenburg 
of  the  Danish  Broadcasting 
Corporation  suggests  that  as 
well  as  his  compatriots’  love 
of  British  humour,  the  excess 
of  food  and  drink  in  the 
sketch  strikes  a chord. 

"We  always  show  h on  New 
Year’s  Eve  and  I think  it 
suits  the  occasion  because 
everybody  has  had  too  much 
to  drink  anyway  by  the  time 
they  reach  that  sort,  of  pro- 
gramme and  so  it  goes  down 
very  easily." 

Denmark  showed  the  pro- 
gramme for  the  first  time  in 
1976  and  re-ran  it  every  year 
until  1985  when  it  was 
dropped.  Public  outrage 
forced  its  return  the  following 
year  and  it  has  been  shown 
every  year  since. 

Sweden,  which  will  also 
show  the  sketch  an  New 
Year’s  Eve,  first  ran  it  in  1969, 
repeated  lithe  following  year 
in  response  to  viewer  demand 
and  has  shown  it  most  years 
since,  a spokeswoman  said. 

"We'll  be  showing  it  at2L20 
on  December  31  — the  sama 
procedure  as  every  year.” 


r-pVxby  Liverpool  Hope  University  College  announces  die 

X first  four  winners  of  its  millennial  HOPE  2000  awards 
of  £2000  each.  

‘A  thrill  of  hope’  is  the  phrase  used  to  j \ 
describe  Christmas  Eve  in  die  carol  f m 

‘O  Holy  NigJtt’.Thcse  four  winning  j I i^"™***^^*^*"  § 
projects  haw  in  common  the  thrill  ! M 

of  hope  which  is  die  essence  / 1****.^  m 

of  HOPE  2000.  f 


The  Guardian  will 
not  appear  on 
Boxing  Day  but 
will  resume 
publication  on 
Saturday, 
December  27. 
Merry  Christmas. 
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of  hope  which  is  die  essence  1 1****.^  ^"**"**~**£  § 

of  HOPE  2000.  / 

This  years  £2000  winners  are:  / 

Business  Cycling  Project  for  / I 

foe  Northwest,  f 

based  in  Manchester, 
with  investment  fiom  major  local  and 
national  companies,  supporting  cycling  for 
health  and  die  environment 

Community  Horizons,  Birkenhead,  a support  group  for 
ex-drug  users  which  provides  fricnddiip  and 
support  in  3 safe  environment. 

Education  Out  of  Hours  Club  in  Norris  Green  library. 

Liverpool  a one-stop  shop  for  trainn^j  and 
open  learning  for  aD. 

Faith  Holy  Island  firth  of  Clyde,  to  be  developed  as 

a Buddhist  centre  ft*  inieifaidi  dialogue  and 
spiritual  renewal 

A special  award  will  be  announced  on  NewYearV  Day. 

Information  on  HOPE  200(1  awards  in  1998  is  available  on 

our  special  HOPE  2000  web  rite: 

http://wwwlivhopejc.uk/KvlK^je/hope20(Xl/hope2«)0Jinii 
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2 NEWS  The  Guardian  Wednesday  December  24 1997 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury  warns  against  penalising  needy  and  marginalised  as  Labour  activists  condemn  ‘repugnant  benefit  cuts 

Defiant  Blair  defends  welfare  reform 


Lawrence  DofMgan 
and  Michael  White 


TONY  Blair  last 
night  took  his  wel- 
fare reform  cam- 
paign directly  to  the 
voters  after  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
joined  a polyglot  army  of 
Labour  critics,  Tories,  Lib- 
eral Democrats  and  Scottish 
Nationalists  in  warning  him 
not  to  penalise  “the  needy, 
marginalised  and 

disadvantaged”. 

The  Prime  Minister's  insis- 
tence that  fundamental 
reform  of  a £100  billion  wel- 
fare system  which  was  both 


costly  and  ineffectual  was 
“absolutely  right”  came  as 
the  of  Labour's  grass- 

roots revolt  against  the  Gov- 
ernment’s welfare  reforms 

was  laid  bare  in  Scotland. 

Activists  in  the  least  Blatr- 
ised  Labour  comer  of  Britain 
condemned  the  recent  cuts  in 
single  parent  benefits  as  “eco- 
nomically inept,  morally 
repugnant  and  spiritually  be- 
reft”. 

Neither  the  Archbishop,  Dr 
George  Carey,  nor  the  Liberal 
Democrat  leader,  Paddy  Ash- 
down, went  that  far.  Both  ac- 
cepted the  need  for  reform, 
but  appealed  for  care,  caution 
and  consensus. 

Acknowledging  the  “imper- 


ative” Cor  Change.  Dr  Carey 
added:  “The  other  imperative 
is  to  care  for  the  needy,  the 
marginalised,  the  disadvan- 
taged, and  therefore  the 
Church  and  others  would  be 
very  concerned  if  that  imper- 
ative is  Ignored  and  Tm  sure 
it's  not  the  Prime  Minister's 
intention  to  do  so." 

In  a series  of  television  in- 
terviews, which  followed 
articles  in  key  Conservative 
newspapers,  Mr  Blair  in- 
sisted; “I  didn't  come  into 
politics  to  harm  people  who 
are  genuinely  disabled  or  In 
need.  Of  course,  Fm  not  going 
to  do  that  But  It  cannot  be 
right  — - and  this  Is  why  we 
will  stand  fast  on  this  pro- 


gramme — to  be  spending  as 
much  money  as  we  do  on 

ever-rising  hflin,  more  end 
more  and  more,  while  people 
who  are  in  poverty  do  not  get 
the  help  they  need." 

He  also  Insisted  voters  are 
behind  him.  “They  know  it’s 
a crazy  situation  if  you  are 
going  to  spend  more  on  bene- 
fits, leaving  aside  pensions. 
than  on  yhnplg,  hospitals 
the  police  put  together,"  he 
said. 

That  assessment  contrasted 
sharply  with  discontent 
among  Scots  activists  as 
revealed  by  the  publication  of 
resolutions  to  Labour's  Scot- 
tish conference  at  Perth  in 
Mhrch.  It  now  promises  to  he 


the  most  troublesome  for  Mr 
Blair  since  he  won  the  party 
leadership  in  1994. 

There  was  same  praise  for 
Hip  Tjii|r>iir  leadership  from 
activists,  particularly  for  Its 
success  in  securing  Scot- 
land’s first  parliament  since 
1707,  andfbr  NBS  reform.  But 
many  resolutions,  indnHtng 
ones  from  Gordon  Brown's 
and  Robin  Cook's  local  par- 
ties, porfrain  rfUirteme  of 
the  Government,  including 
plans  for  £1,000  university 
tuition  fees. 

Mr  Brown,  the  Chancellor, 
was  also  busy  defending  the 
policy  yesterday,  and  Insisted 
It  was  not  a Treasury  "costs- 
drtven”  exercise. 


The  Jackal  bites  back 


‘I  don’t  give  a 
damn  about 
the  Carlos 
myth.  In  30 
years  of 
waging  war  a 
lot  of  blood 
has  been 
spilled  - mine 
and  others.’ 
We  have 
never  killed 
for  money, 
but  for  a 
cause -the 
liberation  of 
Palestine. 

I am  a political 
prisoner. 
There  is  no 
law  for  me’ 

Carlos  the  Jackal 


A court  sketch  of  Carlos  the  Jackal  speaking  on  the  last  day  of  his  murder  trial  in  Paris  photograph;  jean  Claude  bw*r 

Carlos  denounces  'Stalinist  show  trial’ 


Jon  Henley  in  Parts 


CARLOS  the  Jackal,  the 
revolutionary  who  for 
more  than  a decade  was 
the  world's  most  wanted 
terrorist,  last  night  lashed  out 
at  “the  State  of  Israel,  the  pri- 
mary terrorist  state  in  his- 
tory1'os  be  made  his  own  case 
in  a meandering  diatribe  to 
the  French  court  trying  him 
for  murder. 

Denouncing  his  trial  as 
•‘Stalinist"  and  a sham,  he- 
clalmed  “world  Zionism" 
would  bring  about  “the 
McDonaldisatJon  or 

humanity”. 

"I  don't  give  a damn  about 
the  Carlos  myth,"  said  Carlos, 
on  the  Qnal  day  of  his  trial  In 
Paris  for  the  1975  murder  of 
two  French  secret  agents  and 
a Lebanese  Informant  “I  am 
not  o mercenary  ■ . • and  in  30 
years  of  waging  war  a lot  of 
blood  has  been  spilled  — 
mine  and  others'.  But  we 


have  never  killed  for  money, 
but  for  a cause  — the  libera- 
tion of  Palestine.” 

The  jury  of  nine  civilians 
and  three  judges  had  earlier 
heard  the  state  prosecutor  de- 
manding a guilty  verdict 

Reading  from  notes  Carlos 
said:  “I  am  a political  pris- 
oner." adding,  “There  is  no 
law  for  me.” 

His  ever-changing  team  of 
lawyers  argued  equally  pas- 
sionately that  Carlos,  bom 
Hich  Ramirez  Sanchefc  In 
Venezuela  48  years  ago. 
should  be  cleared. 

The  evidence  against  him 
had  been  fabricated  and  pros- 
ecution witnesses  were  not 
credible,  they  claimed.  They 
pointed  out  that  whatever  the 
verdict -Carlos  would  remain 
injaiL 

Blamed  rightly  or  wrongly 
for  more  than  80  deaths  and 
hundreds  of  injuries  around 
the  world  during  the  1970s 
and  early  1980s,  Carlos  is  also 
under  investigation  in  France 


for  a series  of  bomb  attacks 
between  1974  and  1982  that 
killed  17  people. 

One  defence  lawyer,  Fran- 
cois Hoonorat  said  the  prose- 
cation's  case  was  founded  on 
evidence  fabricated  by  Intelli- 
gence agents  working  for  the 
French  government  Prosecu- 
tors had  “marched”  his  client 
through  the  proceedings,  pre- 
senting only  “the  appearance 
of  proof Mr  Honnorat  said. 

But  the  public  prosecutor, 
Gino  Necchi,  said  In  his  dos- 
ing arguments  that  the  evi- 
dence “folly  supported”  a 
gouty  verdict  and  urged  the 
jury  to  convict  Carlos  of  mur- 
der with  aggravating  circum- 
stances. which  carries  a man- 


datory life  sentence. 

Carlos  — dubbed  “the 
Jackal”  in  the  1970s  after  a 
Guardian  journalist  discov- 
ered a copy  of  Frederick  For- 
syth's thriller  In  bis  Bat  — 
played  a flamboyant  part  in 
his  own  defence  throughout 
the  seven-day  trial. 


Frequently  interrupting,  by 
turns  flirting  and  arguing 
with  witnesses  in  his  faeavtly- 
accented  French,  he  set  the 
tone  of  the  trial  an  the  open- 
ing day  by  giving  as  bis  occu- 
pation “professional  revolu- 
tionary in  the  Leninist 
tradition”.  Asked  his  last 
address,  he  replied:  “The 
world  is  my  domain.” 

Captured  by  French  agents 
In  Khartoum,  Sudan,  on 
August  14  1994,  Carlos  was 
smuggled  to  Paris  anti 
spent  the  last  three  years  in 
solitary  confinement. 

Now  dapper  if  rather  over- 
weight, sporting  gold-rimmed 
glasses  and  an  array  of  silk 
scarves,  his  self-confidence 
and  Mtfaic  sarcasm  irtflin'nfrprf 

the  judge.  Yves  Comeloup, 
who  rebuked  him  almost 
every  time  he  spoke.. 

Carlos  is  widely  accused  of 
the  audacious  abduction  of  12 
OPEC  oil  ministers  in  Vienna 
in  1975,  and  of  involvement 
with  the  1976  Palestinian  hi- 


Jacktng  ofa  French  airliner  to 
Entebbe,  Uganda,  which 
ended  with  an  Israeli  com- 
mando raid  in  which  more 
than  SOpeple  died. 

His  name  has  also  been 
repeatedly  linked  with  the 
massacre  or  11  Israeli  athletes 
by  Palestinian  commandos  at 
the  1972  Munich  Olympics, 
the  wounding  of  the  British 
millionaire  and  Marks  & 
Spencer's  chief  Edward  Sieff 
in  2973,  and  the  Japanese  Red 
Army's  take-over  of  the 
French  embassy  In  The 
Hague  in  1974. 

The  Paris  trial  — a re-run 
ofa  1994  trial  in  which  Carlos 
was  sentenced  in  absentia  to 
life  imprisonment  — involved 
his  alleged  shooting  of  two 
agents  of  the  French  secret 
service  in  1975,  in  a flat  on  the 
rue  Toulller  in  the  Latin 
Quarter. 

Michel  Moukbarbai.  a Leb- 
anese man  known  to  Carlos 
as  a fellow  Palestinian  sympa- 
thiser, was  also  killed. 


Mastermind  Paxman  rises  to  the  challenge 


Review 


Adam  Sweeting 


Univarsity  Challenge 

B8C2 

it  RE  students  getting  dim- 
/\  mer?  Jeremy  Paxman. 
/\wearing  his  quiz  inquis- 
itor’s hat,  set  out  to  Sad  the 

answer.  The  reigning  Univer- 
sity Challenge  champions  of 
Magdalen  College.  Oxford, 
were  pitted  against  the  last- 

over  Mastermind  champion, 

romantic  novelist  Anne 

Ashursfc  and  her  cofinalists. 
Paxman,  instead  of  the  “Oh- 
come-off-it”  raised  eyebrow. 


the  head  propped  on  the  hand 
and  the  blunt  questioning  he 
wields  on  Newsnight.  de- 
ployed more  devious  weapons: 
questions  about  female 
pioneers  of  modem  dance,  or 
about  mythical  beasts  with 
unpronounceable  Latin 
names. 

Above  all,  Paxman  kept  the 
contestants  up  to  scratch  by 
making  it  clear  that  however 
many  questions  they  might 
answer,  he  could  have 
answered  more.  Which  city, 
he  inquired,  was  within  the 
pale  ofEngiish  governance  be- 
tween 1347  and  1558?  Obvi- 
ously the  answer  was  Calais, 
but  Magdalen  suggested  War- 
saw. "Warsaw?"  Paxman 
gasped,  in  a time  he  might 

have  used  if  someone  had 


asked  him  to  present  a byelec- 
tion  special  while  dressed  in  a 
tutu  and  pink  Wellington 
boots.  Nor  was  he  very  im- 
pressed when  the  Master- 
minders  answered  the  opera- 
composers  questions 
correctly.  “Disgracefully  easy, 
aren’t  they?**  he  barked. 

Still,  he  cheered  up  when  no 
one  could  Bunk  of  Gillian  She- 
phard's  name.  "How  cruelly 
short  our  memories  are  of 
these  politicians!”  he  crowed. 
They  should  put  him  in  charge 
of  Politicians'  Challenge,  give 
him  a high-voltage  cattle  prod 
to  keep  order  with,  and  have 


standing  by.  Oh,  by  the  way, 
Magdalen  College  won. 

Agatha  Christie's  The  Pale 
Horse  (ITV)  was  typical  Yule- 


oriented  fireside  Codder  (or 
Yof£  as  they  say  in  the  trade). 
It  was  Impeccably  dressed, 
painstakingly  lit  and  as  much 
use  as  a soluble  umbrella.  The 
“doyenne  of  crime  writers" 
had  been  plundered  for  yet  an- 
other farcical  yam  riddled 
with  dass-war  cliches,  three  - 
eccentric  women  known  as 


The  Three  Witches,  and  the 
nsiial  httnflhflfriim  imlfhmrari 
plods  under  the  command  of 
gruff  Inspector  Lejeune.  It 
could  have  been  at  in  1875 or 
1922  and  it  wouldn't  have , 
made  any  difference,  but  we 
were  asked  to  believe  it  was 
the  sixties:  Nothing  else 
worth  staying  in  for,  though. 
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Downing  Street  insists  that 
its  message  has  been  dis- 
torted by  rebel  MPs  and  the 

mpdjn  and  that  much  is  still 
to  he  decided  — a point  made 
In  the  weekend  leak  of  David 
Blunketf s detailed  protest  let- 
ter to  Mr  Brown,  the  tip  of  a 
•ministerial  iceberg  of  dis- 
quiet over  policy  presenta- 
tion. 

What  Mr  Blair  and  Harriet 
Harman,  bis  social  security 
secretary,  want  to  seQ  to  vot- 
ers is  the  concept  of  ineffec- 
tual policies  which  fed  to  help 
the  needy  and  also  lead  to 
fraud.  Yesterday  he  cited  one 
example,  the  rise  in  mcapac- 
ity  benefit  from  the  800.000 
people  who  claimed  it  in  1979 


to  more  2 million  now. 
The  i»mnnnt  gained  via  fraud 

is  enough  to  build  ioo  large 
hospitals,  he  said. 

Some  of  Ms  Harman  s offi- 
cials daiw  that  statutory  ma- 
ternity pay  — up  to  90  per 
cent  of  Income  — can  cost  the 
taxpayer  as  much  as  £20,000  a 

week.  Such  figures  are  de- 
nounced as  misleading  or  un- 
typical by  welfare  lobbyists 
and  their  supporters.  Mr 
Bintr  said  repeatedly  on  TV 
that  he  will  not  retreat-  - 

“Let  us  wait  and  see.  what 
the  proposals  come  out -with,” 
he  said.  “But  the  purpose  of 
the  reforms  «nd  the  princi- 
ples which  underpin  them  are 
perfectly  clear.  The  moment 


you  get  into  this  and  start 
-saying  I guarantee  this  and  I 
don’t  guarantee  that  it  be- 
comes hopeless,  you’ve  made 
the  review  pointiest” 

With  Chisholm,, 

the  Scottish  Office  minister 
who  resigned  over  the  tone 
parent  issue,  urging  Mr  Blair 
to  fhink  again,  Alex  Salmcaid, 
the  SNP  leader,  stirred  the 
pot.  “The  rank  and  -file  are  in 
revolt  against  the  leadership. 
What  Blair's  been  told  in  no 
uncertain  terms  is  that  the 
grassroots  of  the  party  want  a 
bit  more  compassion  and  a bit 
less  hard-edge.” 


letters,  paflo  8 


Five  terms  a year 
urged  for  schools 


Thousands  of 

schoolchildren  may 
soon  get  shorter  but 
more  frequent  holi- 
days in  a big  shake-up  for 
ai-hnol  terms 

Pupils  would  be  educated  in 
five  eight-week  spells,  with 
two-week  breaks  between 
most,  instead  of  enduring 
more  than  three  months  of 

school  as  they  frequently  do 
now  during  the  winter  and 
terms. 

Parents,  employers  and 
council  education  rfifafa  are 
being  asked  to  back  experi- 
ments that  would  cause . a 
revolution  in  the  way  schools 
are  organised  hut  might  also 
moan  upheaval  for  families’ 
childcare  arrangements. 

The  Local  Government 
Association  is  appealing  for 
■volunteers  to  follow  the  exam- 
ple of  a harwiftal  of  city  tech- 
nology colleges,  the  second- 


ary schools  funded  through  a 
mix  of  state  and  private  spon- 
sors’ cash.  Dixon’s  CTC  in 
Bradford,  for  Instance,  has 
followed  a five-term  year 
since  it  opened  in  1990  — be- 
ginning its  first  term  at  the 
end  of  August  and  running 
through  to  the  end  of  July 

Previous  attempts  to 
change  the  school  year  more 
widely  have  run  into  thie  sand 
without  sufficient  consensus 
over  whether  the  educational 
benefits  would  be  strong 
enough  to  warrant  change. 

Supporters  believe  that  eve- 
ning out  the  length  of  terms 
would  allow  a more  consis- 
tent pattern  for  exams  and 
fit  into  file  increasingly  com- 
mon modular  curriculum. 
They  say  that  the  perfor- 
mance of  both  pupils  and 
teachers  often  decreases  near 
the  aid  of  the  long  autumn 
term,  wirOe  in  the  summer 
some  schooling  virtually 
comes  to  a halt  after  exams. : 

Graham  Lane,  chairman  of 


{he  LGA  education  commit- 
tee, said:  “Where  foe  five- 
term  year  has  been  intro- 
duced it  has  been  particularly 
popular  . with  students  and 
parents.  This  evens  out  the 
school  year  so  that  children 
get  the  most  out  of  both  term 
time  and  holiday  time.” 

The  LGA  hopes  that  clus- 
ters of  primary  and.  second- 
ary schools  will  be  prepared 
to  try  new  arrangements,  al- 
though these  would  be  un- 
likely to  start  until  1999. 

The  National  Union  of 
Tbadters  said:  “This  would 
have  to  be  examined  carefully 
but  it  may  be  a pattern 
parents  find  very  confusing.” 

But  Margaret  Morrissey,  of 
the  National  Confederation  of 
Parent  Teacher  Associations. 
said  it  might  be  time  for  a 
“Cultural  change”.  "The  ma- 
jority of  parents  either  both 
work  or  are  on  their  own  and 
it  is  increasingly  difficult  to 
deal  with  the  long  school 
holidays.’’ 


Warne  tailfin?  BAtailspin 


Rory  Carroll 


A BLACK  hole  fills  the 

/A  apace  where  his  month 
i lopens  wide  to  roar  his 
triumph  and  England's  fail- 
ure- The  English  fans  look 
away  to  avoid  his  blazing 
eyes.  Shane  Warae's  face, 
contorted  in  victory,  is  too 
raw  to  behold. 

Flying  somewhere  nice  to 
banish  the  memory,  how- 
ever. may  not  be  such  a 
good  Idea.  Warne  is  liable 
to  loom  up  to  the  departure 
lounge  window,  bigger 
than  King  Kong. 

.A  25ft  pa  fating  of  the 
Australian  legspin  bowler 
could  soon  be  plastered  on 
the  tailfin  ofa  British  Air- 
ways aircraft.  Two  cus- 
tomer service  staff  at  Mel- 
bourne have  entered  his 
face  in  the  airline’s  design- 
a-taflffa  competition.  Their 
appeal  to  the  judges: 
“Please  consider  our  Idea 
carefully,  unlike  x«ew«i» 
batsmen  facing  a Shane 
Warne  flipper.” 

The  staff  from  five  conti- 
nents who  accepted  BA’s 
challenge  to  contribute  to 
Its  tailfin  facelift  will  be 
told  of  the  winner  in  Febru- 
ary. Staff  from  global  part- 


£72,500  for 
studio  flat 
smaller  than 
a jail  cell 


SftVifrtoisi! 

Test-flight:  Australian  bowler.could  appear  on  BA  planes 


ners  may  also  enter.  The 
prize:  a six-month  run  for 
the  design  on  one  aircraft 
and  two  nights  in  a hotel. 

Undeterred  by  Baroness 
Thatcher's  handbagging  of 
the  decision  to  drop  the  tra- 
ditional British  red,  white 
and  blue,  entrants  are  still 
coming  forward  with  their 


A driver  in  Building  369 
at  Heathrow,  urging  BA  to 
become  the  world’s  No.  1 
loving  flight,  suggests  a 
“love  in  the  air”  theme, 
replete  with  floating 
hearts. 

An  engineer  submitted 
an  abstract  mixture  formed 
by  the  makers  of  Concorde, 


the  plough  and  the  flint 
axe.  Other  ideas  include 
Maypole  ribbons,  capturing 
old  England,  and  different 
shades  of  skin,  represent- 
ing racial  harmony. 

It  is  Warae's  savage 
brow,  however,  which  has 
seized  attention,  not  least 
for  opening  the  door  to  for- 
eign staff  tempted  to  rile 
thefr  British  paymasters. 

Diego  Maradona  waving 
the  hand  of  God  to  England 
fans  jetting  to  France  for 
the  World  Cup  would  cheer ' 
Argentinian  staff. 

Gareth  Southgate  lining 
up  far  a penalty  kick  would 
perform  the  same  service 
for  Germans. 


A TINY  studio  flat  suitable 
for  swinging  only  cats 
with  very  short  tails  has  been 
sold  for  £72£00,  marking  an- 
other stage  in  London’s  prop- 
erty boom. 

Measuring  10ft  9in  by  lOfr 
9in  — the  size  of  a department 
store  lift  — it  is  just  big 
enough  to  hold  a single  bed 
and  kitchenette. 

The  17%-year  lease  on  the 
property  in  Egerton  Gardens, 
Kensington,  works  out  at  £506 
per  square  foot,  roughly  the 
going  rate  for  the  area. 
Bought  by  a European  family 
for  a member  of  staff  the  flat 
may  become  as  notorious  as 
the  £36,000  “broom  cupboard” 
sold  at  foe  height  of  the  city’s 
property  boom  10  years  ago. 

Rupert  des  Forges,  of  estate 
agents  Chiltons  Daniel  Smith, 
said  never  before  had  so 
much  been  achieved  for  so  lit- 
tle and  on  sue*  a short  lease. 

"It  is  absolutely  tiny,  the 
smallest  I have  seen.  1 think 
the  buyers  found  it  particu- 
larly convenient  which  is 
why  they  decided  to  buy  it, 
even  with  foe  short  lease. 

"If  s a bit  smaller  than  a jail 
cell  but  it  has  been  well  deco- 
rated with  modern  fittings  to 
a good  quality.” 
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Jerusalem  to  Bethlehem:  a tale  of  two  cities 


A Palestinian  craftsman  in  Bethlehem  carves  Nativity  figures  photograph,  rulahalawani 

‘Christmas  glitter 
is  good  for 
business.  But 
look  out  there. 

There  is  no 
happiness  here’ 

1 1 Michel  Sabbah,  the  Latin 

Patriarch  of  Jerusalem 


A Palestinian  worker  removes  an  oil  lamp  for  cteaoiiwin  the  Church  of  the  Nativity  in  Bethlehem 


photograph:  RutA  halawam  Top  gifts  in  .Tenmaigm:  poppets  of  Israeli  and  Palestinian  leaders  BoroawwowDawwNi 


Tough  and  tawdry  times  in  Manger  Sq 


More  than  half  the  citizens  are 
unemployed;  almost  a|l  are 
Muslims.  Moreover,  recent 
violence  has  deterred  pilgrims. 

David  Sharrock  reports 

M jmheN  His  Beat!- 1 jacked  by  the  Pa 


WHEN  His  Beati- 
tude the  Latin 
Patriarch  of  Je- 
rusalem,' Mi- 
chel Sahbaa, 
today  undertakes  the  annual 
walk  from  the  Israeli  capital 
to  its  southern  neighbour 
Tttrtiiitthem.  treading  in  the 
footsteps  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
he  willsee  for  himself  a tale 
of  two  cities. 

Pabind  him  lies  a nervous 
but  prospering  cpunf5-Je' 
where  Christmas  ti*nmfeg 
to  shop  windows  are  liable  to 
spark  ecanplflints  from  more 
sensitive  Jewish  citizens  and 

where  Bibi and  YMser  pup- 
pets are  the  best-selling  gifts 

of  the  Hannukah  season. 

Ahead,  across. the  ignomtni- 
ously  pot-holed  “border 

checkpoint  separating  ^rael 

San  the  nascent  Palestfoian 
Authority  statelet 
city  where  the  wail  erf  themu 
ia2n  drowns  out  the  peg 
cl,uni..bdK:^ce,5j??; 


derland  might  be  ajnoreap; 

propriate  title 


propri*-  >*—  for  Christmas 

the  motivation  to  make  vary 
much  of  It  in  1B97.  ' 

ipwo  Christmases  ago  toe 
birth  of  Jesus  Christ  was  hi- 


jacked by  the  Palestinian 
leader,  Yasser  Arafat  arm 
turned  into  a political  cele- 
bration of  new-found  freedom 

after  Israeli  troops  pulled  out 

on  December  21.  . 

The  nationalistic  atmo- 
sphere prevailed  again  last 
year,  with  pilgrims  grimacing 
in  Manger  Square  when  a 
dance  band  struck  up  as  mid- 

Authority  promises,  Chri^- 

mas  wiD  get  its  religion  back. 
But  the  less  appealing  truth 
appears  to  be  toatthistme 
S the  Palestinians  do. 
not  feel  they  have  much  to 

^Akwhose  bwb^ic^^- 

dow  is  festooned  wito  tawdry 

Santa  Claus  glitter  gloouuty 
ndmiis  tl»t 

cent  of  Petolehms^?8?^ 
tea  Muslim.  ■ “It'S  good  for 
business,"  hfrgrumbles.  ' 
And  Is  it?  ‘.-Look  out  there 

for  yoursdC1  h«  gestures  at 
uit..  .iiciot.  “There  is  no  hap- 

hatt  of  BetWe- 

Hem’s  36,000  eMW  “J6 

Christmas  is  sn£ 
nosed  to  be  a rare  season  of 
KSSy  with  dollar- and  lira- 

SnporaW  version  of  gOM. 


nia«riTPaiestininn  carries  a Christmas  tree  in  Jerusalem's  Old  City-  Every  year  trees 
are  donated  to*toose  who  wish  to  celebrate  Christmas  photograph:  qavid  suverman 


frankincense  and  myrrh  an 

the  town.  . ' 

But  the  empty  shops  an 
Mflk  Grotto  Street  and  Man- 
sauare — among  them  tne 
n^ambino  and  the  Aflrlufeh 
Discount  Souvenirs  — testny 
tothe  lade  of  Christmas  spirit 
The  new.year  is  likely  to  see  a 


gltrt  of  heavily  discounted 
olive  wood  and  mother-of- 

pearl  nativity  scenes. 

Bizarrely.  for  Westerners 
used  to  seeing  the  first  Christ- 
mas decorations  hi  the  high 
street  in  late  October,  the  fir 
trees  and  ooloured.  lights  are 
only  now  going  up  In  Bethle- 


hem. The  most  likely  explana- 
tion is  that  the  city  celebrates 
three  Christmases  a yean 
first  the  Roman  Catholics  and 
Protestants  on  December  25, 
than  the  Greek,  Syrian  and 
Coptic  Orthodox  on  January 
'6,  and  finally  the  Armenians 
on  January  18. 


Whatever  the  reason, 
restoring  the  solemnity  of  the 
occasion  this  year  win  do  lit- 
tle to  bring  baric  the  pilgrims. 
Sulim  TjiKhaTnm,  a Christian 
Arab  who  organises  pilgrim 
tours  to  the  Holy  Land,  be- 
lieves Christmas  Is  the 
worst  for  business  since  the 


Church  of'ihe  NaHM^y 


height  of  the  intifada  (Pales- 
tinian uprising). 

“It's  a double  whammy  ef- 
fect,” he  explains.  "Sixty  per 
cent  of  it  has  to  do  with  what 
happened  in  Luxor  [in  Egypt, 
where  Mamie  fundamental- 
ists massacred  60  tourists  last 
month].  The  other  40  per  cent 


Is  about  the  peace  process  and 
the  lack  of  confidence  after 
the  suicide  bombs. 

“The  irony  is  that  before  the 
peace  process  we  would  not 
really  have  suffered  from 
Luxor.  But  in  recent  years  the 
tourism  industry  has  packaged 
Egypt,  Jordan  and  Israel 
together  so  If  something  bad 
happens  in  one  country  the 
other  two  suffer  just  as  much.” 

The  Latin  Patriarch  is  de- 
termined not  to  let  the  pall  of 
gloom  hanging  over  Bethle- 
hem spoil  his  Christmas. 

“The  Palestinian  civilian 
authorities  are  striving  this 
year  to  keep  Christmas  with  a 
religious  Character;  they  have 
noted  that  Christinas  was 
turning  into  something  that 
was  no  longer  Christmas. 
They  want  to  come  back  to 
the  more  simple,  genuine 
celebration.” 

Bethlehem’s  Roman  Catho- 
lic mayor.  Hanna  Nasser, 
plans  bo  screen  visitors  to 
Manger  Square  this  evening. 
“We  want  only  those  who  are 
willing  to  pray  to  be  present 
in  the  square  this  year. 

“It’s  not  a question  of  keep- 
ing the  Muslims  out,  it's  a 
question  of  leading  the  way 
and  giving  pilgrims  a better 
rhnnwi  to  attend  midnight 
maM  than  in  other  years. 

We’re  not  going  to  ask  anyone 
their  religion." 

Judging  by  toe  large  num- 
bers of  Palestinian  police  loi- 
tering in  Manger  Square  this 
week  (who  seemed  to  out- 
number tourists  and  locals  by 
two  to  one)  Mr  Ara&t  will  be 
here  too,  praying  that  the  new 
year  will  bring  him  good 
news  Bran  Jerusalem, 
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Kamikaze 
pilot  had 
cash  fears 


dam  Longrlgg 


a BUSINESSMAN  in  Dnan- 
#%cial  difficulties  learned  to 


fly  with  the  Intention  of  kill- 
ing himself,  an  inquest  in 
Bournemouth  was  told 
yesterday. 

Terence  Brand,  aged  45, 
ditched  his  plane  into  the  sea 
on  his  Qrst  solo  flight  His  In- 
structor at  Hum  airport  in 
Dorset  watched  helplessly  as 
he  landed  the  Piper  light  aero- 
plane then  sped  away  again 
down  the  runway. 

Airport  staffs  thinking  he 
had  misunderstood  his  In- 
structions. tried  to  make 
radio  contact  as  the  aircraft 
climbed  to  2,000ft  and  flew  out 
of  sight 

But  they  heard  nothing 
until  his  voice  came  over  the 
radio:  “Please  give  my  apolo- 
gies to  everyone.” 

Mr  Brand's  body  and  the 
wreckage  of  the  £70,000  plane 
were  found  1.3  miles  out  from 
Boscombe  Pier.  A post  mor- 
tem examination  showed  he 
died  from,  brain  injuries. 

The  kamikaze  flight  was 
carefully  planned.  He  had  left 
a briefcase  at  the  airfield  con- 
taining his  wilL 

Mr  Brand,  who  had  owned 
local  hotels  and  was  formerly 
chief  executive  of  the  Bourne- 
mouth Weekly  Post,  nurtured 
an  increasing  interest  in  East- 
ern philosophy.  He  studied 
Buddhism  and  was  learning  | 
Japanese.  He  was  also  a judo 

champion. 

A suicide  note  written  the 
day  before  he  died  was  found 
in  hia  home  in  Channinster. 
The  coroner,  Nigel  Neville- 
Jones,  read  the  note. 

It  said:  4T  have  made  my 
peace  with  so  many  in  recent 
weeks.  Allow  me  to  leave  now 
before  I suffer  again.  Please 
don't  resent  me  for  this,  I al- 
ready knew  what  I had  to  do 
from  weeks  back. 


“My  sole  intention  from 
learning  to  fly  was  to  move  on 
in  one  dramatic  moment  My 
reactions  are  premeditated 
and  calculated.  The  only 
thing  is  I would  like  to  have  a 
couple  more  days  days  to  sort 
thingsouL 

“The  primary  object  for  my 
training  to  be  a pilot  Is  so  I 
can  prepare  myself,  given  suf- 
ficient courage,  determina- 
tion and  focus,  that  1 will  be 
able  to  move  on. 

‘Tm  not  sad.  rm  not  de- 
pressed, nor  should  those  who 
are  close  to  me  be  so.  It  is  the 
right  thing  for  me  to  do.  It  is 
my  destiny,  my  right,  my  kar- 
ma. I have  lived  a spectacu- 
lar, successful,  exciting  »n<i, 
apart  from  two  or  three  blips, 
a happy  life. 

“The  truth  is  I have  gotten 
myself  into  a financial  mess. 
There  is  an  did  Japanese 
proverb:  ‘Buddha  refuses 
those  who  ask  three  times’, 
which  translates  as  ‘There 
are  limits  to  one's  endur- 
ance'. It’s  better  that  I go 
now.” 

The  Inquest  heard  that  Mr 
Brand  had  been  keen  to  fly 
solo  ever  since  he  started  les- 
sons in  August  He  had  of- 
fered his  instructor  incen- 
tives to  speed  up  his  training. 
Twice  be  set  a date,  but  the 
instructor  decided  be  was  not 
ready.  On  November  6 he  was 
judged  to  be  ready. 

Recording  a verdict  of  sui- 
cide, the  coroner  said:  "It  is 
dear  to  me  that  the  manner 
in  which  Mr  Brand  took  his 
own  life  was  a bizarre,  cod, 
selfish  and  calculated  act  As 
a result,  his  valuable  aircraft 
was  crashed  Into  the  sea.  He 
was  a Buddhist,  and  I suspect 
there  was  serenity  in  this 
final  act” 

Mr  Brand’s  ex-wife,  who 
attended  the  inquest  said  she 
and  their  two  children  were 
“very,  very  sad.  Obviously  he 
was  very  troubled." 


News  in  brief 


Baby  left  in 
council  office 


POLICE  were  yesterday 
searching  for  a mother  who 
abandoned  her  baby  son  in 
Plymouth  city  council  offices 
after. telling  staff  she,  was  un- 
able to  cope. 

The  Infant  dubbed  Noel 
and  thought  to  be  only  four 
months  old.  had  been  well 
cared  for,  police  said.  He  was 
taken  to  a foster  home  while 
appeals  were  made  for  his 
mother,  in  her  early  20s,  to 
come  forward.  — Geoffrey 
Gibbs 


gency  help,  the  Refugee  Coun- 
cil said  last  night 
A pawnbroker  told  him  it 
was  worth  less  than  £10,  but 
council  officials  said  he 
would  have  to  have  the  valua- 
tion in  writing  before  they 
would  help  him-  a council 
spokesman  said  accommoda- 
. tion  and  money  for  food  was. 
provided.  — Alan  Tracts 


Blind  spared 
braille  VAT 


Newsnight’s 
new  editor 


BBC  Television's  Newsnlght 
has  appointed  its  first  female 
editor.  Sian  Kevill,  aged  36, 
takes  over  from  Peter  Hor- 
rocks,  who  has  moved  to  be- 
come editor  of  Panorama. 

A shake-up  of  editorial  posi- 
tions in  BBC  news  caused 
protests  from  staff  who  feared 
that  five  new  "super-editors” 
would  take  away  pro- 
grammes' distinctive  “feel”. 
In  September,  the  BBC  agreed 
to  allow  the  main  pro- 
grammes to  keep  their  edi- 
tors. — Kamal  Ahmed 


THE  proposed  VAT  on  white 
canes  and  braille  products 
would  not  be  implemented. 
Customs  officials  told  chari- 
ties for  the  blind  yesterday. 

The  rule  was  to  stop  private 
hospitals  and  NHS  trusts 
avoiding  the  lax,  but  Customs 
told  the  Royal  National  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind  that  no  VAT 
would  be  paid  on  necessary 
equipment  supplied  by  the 
RNIB. 


Winner  fails 
to  take  all 


Refugee  gets 
hard  time 


A DESTITUTE  asylum  seeker 
from  Cameroon  had  to  sell  bis 
watch  and  bracelet  before 
Wandsworth  council  in  Lon- 
don would  consider  emer- 


A BETTING  shop  customer 
who  won  more  than  £40,000 
with  a £l  flutter  has  tailed  to 
pick  up  bis  prize. 

He  placed  the  15-match  ac- 
cumulator on  last  Saturday’s 
football  fixtures  in  a Coral 
betting  shop  in  Wisbech, 
Cambridgeshire.  One  match, 
in  which  Albion  Rovers  lost 
at  borne  to  Arbroath,  bad 
been  switched  for  safety 
reasons,  making  the  bet  on 
that  game  void.  But  he  still 
won  £41,328.  A Coral  spokes- 
woman said:  “He  obviously 
does  not  realise  the  ruling.” 
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Christmas  shelters  open  doors  to  growing  band  of  young  rough  sleepero 


peter  Hetharington 


Homeless  agenews 
around  Britain  yester- 
day opened  a aetworko 


Redundant  mills  in  central  Manchester  housing  squatters,  who  prefer  old  factories  and  warehouses  to  hostels 


PHOTOGRAPH:  DON  McPHEE 


S | day  opened  a network  of 
shelters  for  Christmas,  aniid 
concern  about  a rapid  rise  m 
young  people  sleeping  rough. 
Old  warehouses  and  fec- 

tories,  often  in  a dangerous 

state,  are  providing  a roof  for 

teenagers  unable,  or  unwill- 
ing to  find  hostel  accommoda- 
tion.- according  to  charities. 

- Centrepoint  said  43  percent 

of  Its  clients  were  sleeping 

rough,  13  per  up  on  last  year, 
while  the  Big  Issue  magazine 
yesterday  said  there  was  an 
increase  among  its  vendors. 

Cuts  in  welfare  payments 
for  young  people  and  a reluc- 
tance to  claim  benefits  at  “in- 
timidating” social  security  of- 
fices are  blamed,  as  well  as  a 

shortage  of  hostel  accommo- 
dation for  those  who  have  left 
local  authority  care. 

The  charity  Crisis  opened 
76  temporary  shelters  from 
Aberdeen  to  London  and 
Exeter.  The  homeless  do  not 
need  to  give  name  or  address, 
although  voluntary  staff  will 
offer  counselling  and  advice. 

JaneMcRobbie,  regional  dis- 
tribution manager  for  the  Big 
Issue,  said:  “Often  rough  sleep- 
ers live  such  chaotic  lives  that 
their  health  and  safety  isn’t  a 
concern  to  them.” 

But  one  vendor,  Dave,  aged 
27.  who  has  been  sleeping 

rough  in  Manchester  since  he 
was  15,  said:  “Hostels  are  too 
dangerous.  Tve  been  attacked 
four  times  this  year.”  He  has 
lived  under  a multi-storey  car 
park  since  August  ‘It’s  not 
too  cold  provided  you  have 
gnfflriAnt  cardboard,  a decent 
sleeping  bag  and  tarpaulin.’ ' 
The  Crisis  donation  line  is 

freephone  0800  44  88  98. 


Bad  boy  Gallagher  admits  soft  spot  for  Bee  Gees 


Kamal  Ahmed 
Media  Correspondent 


Noel’s  choice 


AFTER  offering  his 
guests  a staple  of  the 
Oasis  diet  (beer)  Noel 
Gallagher  sat  and  did 
what  be  likes  best  — running 
through  his  favourite  singles. 

In  an  eclectic  selection  of 
songs  including  an  early  Bee 
Gees  recording,  an  orchestral 
cover  of  Supersonic  and  a 
television  theme  tune,  the 
tending  light  of  the  Cool  Bri- 
tannia movement  revealed 
that  to  write  what  many  con- 
sider are  the  best  songs  in 
Britain  you  have  to  have  a 
broad  musical  base. 

Gallagher,  the  songwriter 
who  brought  a tirade  of  pro- 
test after  he  admitted  that 


Melting  Pot  (Blue  Mink,  Novem- 
ber 1 969);  went  You  Take  Me 
Away?  (Small  Faces,  July  1967); 
Pretty  Vacant  (Sex  Pistols,  July. 
1977);  Don't  Scandalise  Me 
(Sugar  Bear.  October  1988); 
8upersonic  {Royal  Philharmonic 
Orchestra  Play  Oasts,  October 
1 997);  The  theme  to  Bany  Nor- 
man’s film  reviews  (Billy  Taykx), 
Darling  Be  Home  Soon  (Lovtn1 
Spoonfed,  March  1967);  The  Ear- 
nest of  Being  George  (Bee  Gees, 
February  1967);  All  Too  Much 
(The  Beatles,  January  1969). 


“drugs  do  work”,  opened  up 
his  bouse  to  BBC  Radio  1 
which  will  broadcast  the 
results  on  Christmas  Day. 


- The  station  was  invited  to 
Gallagher’s  home.  Supernova 
Heights  in  northwest  Lon- 
don, far  the  recording  of  AH , 
Baris  to  Mine. 

Gallagher  admitted  that 
some  of  hi«  fan*  might  find  it  | 
hard  to  believe  that  among 
his  favourite  tunes  are'  the  i 
Earnest  of  Being  George  by  I 
1 the  men  who  brought  the 
world  white  suits  and  Satur- 
day Night  Fever  or  that  the 
’ Royal  Philharmonic  Orches- 
tra’s album  of  Oasis  covers 
gets  his  foot  tapping. 

TheyTL  be  loads  of  kids  lis- 
tening to  this  on  Christmas 
Day  thinking  he’s  lost  it," 
Gallagher  said.  ’TheyT  be 
choking  on  their  sprouts.” 

The  1960s  bad  boy  said  that 
he  stumbled  over  the  orches- 
tral covers,  released  earlier 


this  year,  while  he  was  in  a 
hotel  In  New  York  and  the 
itinwiir  took  on  a distinctly 
familiar  feeL 

"Ifs  mart  but  it’s  top.”  he 
said  of  the  string,  brass  and 
woodwind  sections  trying  sto- 
ically to  recreate  the  guitar 
led  .chords  of  the  Oasis 
classic. 

Turning  to  the  theme  tune 
for  Barry  Norman’s  BBC  film 
review  magazine,  Billy 
Taylor’s  I Wish  I Knew  How  It 
Would  Feel  To  Be  Free,  Gal- 
lagher said:  “It's  class,  it's 
tops,  ifs  nice.”  It  feels  like  it 
should  have  a round  of  ap- 
plause after  the  first  bar.” 

After  a quick  tour  of  the 
fridge  — 48  cans  of  beer,  two 
botflies  of  cranberry  juice, 
four  bottles  of  GrolsCh,  a jug 
of  Bloody  Mary  (gone  off), 


marmalade  and  water  — Gal- 
lagher showed. his  love  of 
1960s  music  which  has  di- 
rectly influenced  Oasis’s 
output.  ' 

The  1969  hit  Melting  Pot  by 
Blue  Mink  rubbed  shoulders 
with  Won’t  You  Take  Me 
Away  by  ibe  Small  Faces 
(1967),  Darling  Be  Home  Soon 
by  the  Lovin’  Spoonfal  (also 
1967)  and  AH  Too  Much  from 
the  Beatles  1969  album.  Yel- 
low Submarine. 

Only  one  track  made  it 
front  the  1970s.  Pretty  Vacant 
by  the  Sex  Pistols.  “That  Joe 
lydon  is  a top  geezer,”  Gal- , 
lagber  said.  “Honest  to  God. 

that  man  tea  diamond.'’ 

He  added,  he  enjoyed  listen- 
ing to  the-Bdx  Plstdlsrwhlte 
jumping  up  and  down  with  15 
friends  on  stable. 


Gallagher  said  that  one  of 
the  main  influences  on  his 
musical  taste  was  Paul  Wel- 
ler. He  grew  up  on  the  Jam 
before  developing  a taste  for 
the  Two  Tone  movement  of 
the  late  1970s  including  the 
Specials  and  the  Beat 

For  the  programme  makers 
it  was  a chance  to  look  inside 
one  of  the  most  notorious 
addresses  in  London. 

“It  wasn’t  flash  at  all.”  said 
Phoebe  Collins,  the  producer 
of  the  hour  long  programme. 
“Just  a large  Victorian 
house.’ 

After  three  hours  of  record- 
ing Gallagher  was  getting 
grumpy.  He  demanded  that 
the  people,  with  the  “ftirry 
mikes”,  go  home. 

And  no,  he  was  not  going  to 
caHthemataxL 


1 40  jobs  axed  as  UK  Spam  gets  chop  | JSSSttSSSS^ 


David  Waid 


British  spam,  cursed 
by  squaddies,  staffed 
into  fritters  and 
hymned  by  Monty  Python, 
is  no  more. 

The  relentless  Bow  of  the 
pink  stuff  was  shut  off  yes- 
terday when  the  Mersey- 
side factory  which  made  it 
for  40  years  closed  with  the 
loss  of  140  jobs. 

Spam,  an  American  in- 
vention usually  defined  as 
a collision  of  shoulder  pork 
(SP-)  and  ham  (-AM),  kept 
up  the  nation’s  spirits  dur- 
ing the  dark  days  of  war- 
time rationing.  It  also  be- 
came a joke,  featuring 
regularly  on  the  1940s  BBC 
radio  comedy  show  ITMA. 

Thirty  years  on,  the 
nation  was  still  laughing  as 
Pythons  In  Viking  garb 
went  raping  and  pillaging, 
while  singing:  ’’Spam. 
Spam,  Spam.  Spam.  Spam, 
Spam,  Spam,  Spam ...” 

It  was  first  marketed  in 
1937  by  the  GeoAHormel 
company  of  Austin,  Minne- 


Spam.  Spam,  Spam ...  now  gone,  but  long  to  he  a staple  joke 


sota.  and  was  chewed  by  I war  effort,  and  added:  "I  of- 
so  Idlers  around  the  world  | firiaDy  forgive  you  yonr 


once  war  was  declared,  only  sin:  sending  ns  so 
Khruschev  said  the  USSR  much  of  it.” 


would  not  have  been  able  to  The  US  army  continued  to 


feed  its  army  without  it;  Ei-  march  on  it  and  it  was  a 
senhower  formally  thanked  familiar  feature  on  Brit- 


the  Hormel  company  for  ain’s  school  dinner  plates 
Spam's  contribution  to  the  until  the  pizza  revolution. 


The  Newfbrge  factory  in 
Liverpool,  which  first  izn- , 
parted  it  60  years  ago  and  I 
has  made  Spam  under 
licence  since  the  1950s,  has 
more  recently  produced  12  I 
million  60p  tins  each  year. 

But  Hormel  has  now 
switched  production  to 
Denmark,  and  Newfbrge’s 
managing  director,  Mal- 
colm Johnson,  said  he  was 
bitterly  disappointed  at  los- 
ing the  licence  after  invest- 
ing £L6  million  in  machin- 
ery in  the  last  18  months. 

“This  is  a heavy  blow  — 
one  we  did  not  deserve,”  he 
lamented.  He  said  he  be- 
lieved Newfbrge  would  now 
have  to  wind  down,  but 
added:  "I  will  work  over 
Christmas  to  see  if  we  have 
any  other  options.  We  are 
certainly  open  to  offers.” 

Former  Python  Michael 
Palin  recalled  that  he  and 
Ms  colleagues  did  not  ask 
permission  to  use 
in  thair  song.  “In  the  end  the 
Spam  people  were  very  keen 
and  promised  to  send  us  sev- 
eral tins.  We  said: '’No  that’s 
all  right.  Thanks  anyway*.” 


Clare  Lunqrigg 


^%HRXSTMAS  holiday  traf- 
wrfTflc  was  buflding  up  last 
night  with  the  M4  to  Heath- 
row airport  particularly  busy 
as  people  headed  for  sun  or 
snow. 

Motoring  organisations 
predicted  IS  million  cars  on 
the  roads  over  the  holiday. 
Major  roadworks  will  be 
lifted  to  ease  delays,  but  the 
AA  warned  that  the  worst 
traffic  jams  are  likely  to  occur 
today,  and  advised  people  to 
travel  tomorrow  or  Boxing 
Day.  ■ 

As  the  mild  rainy  weather 
continued,  bookmakers  were 
offering  shorter  odds  on  tem- 
peratures reaching  60F  than 
on  a Christmas  snowfall.  The 
forecast  is  for  temperatures  of 
around  55F  (13C). 

On  the  trains,  only  the  Gat- 
wick  Express  and  Eurostar 
trains  through  the  hhanwri 
Tunnel  will  operate  an  Christ- 
mas Day. 

Normal  services  will 
resume  on  December  27  with 
possible  delays  because  of 


track  maintenance  work. 

Some  650,000  people  headed 
abroad  yesterday,  with 

140.000  passing  through 
Heathrow.  A farther  115,000 
are  expected  to  leave  the  air- 
port today.. 

Gatwick  win  be  busiest  on 
Saturday,  with  88.000  passen- 
gers an  their  way  to  holiday 
destinations.  Most  long-haul 
travellers  will  be  headed  to 
Florida  and  the  Caribbean. 

Gatwick  expects  to  process 
30  per  cent  more  traffic  than 
this  time  last  year. 

Stena  said  it  was  carrying 

350.000  passengers  and  75,000 
cars  on  its  ferries  to  Ireland 
and  continental  Europe  over 
the  holiday  period. 

"The  RAC  warned  people 
against  the  particular  stress 
that  can  build  up  when  over- 
fed and  irritable  families  get 
together  in  the  confined  space 
of  a car. 

Map-reading,  tiredness  and 
irritability  can  cause  argu- 
ments, and  arguing  can  cause 
reckless  driving,  it  said. 

The  best  remedy  is  to  go  for 
a long  walk  to  calm  down  «wi 
clear  the  head. 


German  property  fraudster  tycoon  tumbles 


Dante  Staunton  In  Berlin 


THE  disgraced  tycoon, 
Juergen  Schneider, 
was  convicted  of  fraud 
yesterday  and  sen- 
tenced to  almost  seven  years 
in  jail  for  causing  Germany’s 
biggest  property  scandal 
since  the  second  world  war. 

In  his  summing  up.  Judge 
Heinrich  Gehrke  criticised 
some  of  the  country’s  biggest 
hanks,  which  be  said  were 
partly  to  blame  for  the  collapse 
erf1  Schneider’s  property  em- 
pire. “The  hanks  knocked  his 
doors  down  with  almost  unbe- 
lievable recklessness.  They  did 
not  check  asset  valuations  and 
if  there  were  shortcomings  in 
iit«  loan  applications  they  sim- 
ply accepted  them. 

'The  case  is  a sort  of  pic- 
ture of  Germany’s  society, 
and  of  the  German  banks  es- 
pecially. where  the  rule  holds 
that  appearances  take  promi- 
nence over  reality. 

“If  someone  wants  a small 
hank  loan  they’re  strictly  con- 
trolled, but  if  someone  wants 
mflUMM  and  pretends  to  own 
billions,  then  the  hankers  will 
carry  the  money  to  them,”  the 
fudge  said. 

Schneider  was  found  guilty 


on  five  charges  of  falsifying 
documents  to  inflate  the 
value  of  his  projects  in  an 
effort  to  secure  bank  loans. 

The  63-year-old  fled  Ger- 
many with  his  wife  Claudia 
in  April  1994  after  his  prop- 
erty empire  collapsed,  owing 
more  than  DM5  billion  , 
(£2  billion)  to  1.600  creditors. 1 
including  small  building  con- 
tractors as  well  as  banks.  He  | 
was  arrested  in  Florida  in 
May  1995.  and.  with  his  wife, 

I extradited  to  Germany  the  J 
following  February.  Claudia 
was  released  after  Schneider 
insisted  she  had  known  noth- 
ing about  his  activities. 

Prosecutors  concentrated 
their  case  an  fire  construc- 
tion projects  In  Frankfort, 
Berlin  and  Leipzig,  to  ensure 
a relatively  short  trial.  The 
court,  however,  used  an  extra 
two  offices  to  store  the  docu- 
ments for  the  trial  and  the  de- 
scription of  the  charges  ran  to 
almost  500  pages. 

The  judge’s  remarks  will  be 
embarrassing  for  Deutsche 
Bank,  whose  former  chair- 
man Hilmar  Kopper  angered 
some  of  Schneider's  smarter 
creditors  by  describing  the 
sums  Involved  as  “peanuts”. 
Deutsche  Bank  had  lent 
Schneider  DM1.5  billion,  de- 


spite the  loans  breaching  the 

tank’s  internal  guidelines. 

The  Judge  accused  Deutsche 
Bank  of  behaving  with  “al- 
most incredible  negligence", 
and  the  case  has  reinforced  a 
widely  shared  view  in  Ger- 
many that  the  big  banks  have 

become  aloof  and  out  of  touch 
with  the  needs  of  customers. 

Schneider,  who  has  already 
spent  more  than  two  and  a 
half  years  in  German  and 
United  States  jails,  is  spend- 
ing Christmas  with  his  family 
before  starting  the  remainder 
of  his  sentence.  Known  as  the 
“Construction  King"  during 
his  heyday.  Schneider  built  a 
property  aspire  based  tm 
transforming  elegant  old 
buildings  Into  luxurious 
shops,  hotels  and  offices. 

The  judge  portrayed,  the 
failed  businessman  as  an  in- 
secure person  driven  by  a 
compulsion  to  impress  his 
father  with  his  success. 

“He  was  a workaholic  who 
nevertheless  shunned  the 
high  life,”  the  judge  said. 
Schneider  blamed  the  banks 
for  the  collapse  of  his  busi- 
ness and  claimed  that  they 
had  turned  a blind  eye  to  ir- 
regularities In  his  loan  appli- 
cations because  they  expected 
his  projects  to  be  profitable. 


SHAMING 
OF  THE 
BANKERS 


The  case  is  a 
sort  of  picture  of 
Germany’s 
society,  and  of 
banks  especially, 
where  the  rule 
holds  that 


Jndae  Heinrich  Gehrke  summing  up  in  the  case  of  Jnergen  Schneider,  (pictured  rigfati  TC%tenfrrv  pwfrmcii*  mm*** 


appearances 
take  prominence 
over  reality,  if 
someone  wants  a 
small  bank  loan, 
he’s  strictly 

controlled,  but  If 
someone  wants 
millions  and 
pretends  to  own 
billions,  then  the 
bankers  will 
cany  the  money 
to  him.’ 
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Catherine  McCormack:  has  Jude  Law:  big  break  in  a 
three  aims  out  in  1998  surefire  success 


Loved  and  died  in  Braveheart 
Has  three  films  out  In  1998  — 
Dancing  At  Lugftnasa.  The  Hon- 
est Courtesan,  and  Land  Girts. 

EM.YWOOF:  Skipped  about 
in  Photographing  Fairies,  and 
was  Robert  Carlyle's  ex-giri- 
friend  In  The  Full  Monty.  Is  ap- 
pearing in  The  Woodhanders, 
and  Velvet  Goldmine. 


JUDE  LAW:  Consistent  since 
his  debut  in  the  lamentable 
Shopping,  onto  Bosie  in  1997*  s 
WikJe,  gets  his  big  break  in  one 
of  the  surefre  successes  for  the 
new  year.  Midnight  In  The  Gar- 
den Of  Good  And  Evil. 

JONATHAN  RHYS  MEYERS: 

Expected  to  shoot  to  fame  with 
appearances  in  Velvet  Gold- 


mine, The  Governess,  B Monkey 
and  Death  And  The  Loss  Of  Sex- 
ual Innocence. 

JOSEPH  FIENNES:  With  a sur- 
name like  that . . . Ralph’s 
younger  brother  tests  the  waters 
in  1998  with  roles  in  Elizabeth,  St 
Ives  and  the  romantic  comedy 
Martha  — Moot  Daniel.  Frank 
and  Laurence. 


Joseph  Fiennes  and  Cate  Blanchett  in  a scene  from  Elizabeth,  one  of  the  films  scheduled  far  release  next  year 


Films  to  watch 


MDEOUS  KINKY:  Love  and 
adventure  as  British  hippies 
wash  up  In  Morocco  in  the  six- 
ties. Based  on  the  novel  by  Es- 
ther Freud,  it  is  the  story  of  a 
British  woman  played  ty  Kate 
Winslet  who  takes  her  two  small 
daughters  to  live  in  Marrakech. 
Directed  by  Gillies  Mackinnon 
with  a £3.5  minion  budget,  the 
film  has  completed  a nine-week 
shoot  tn  Morocco.  To  be 
released  in  June. 


LITTLE  VOICE:  Based  on  Jim 
Cartwright's  hit  National  Theatre 
play.  It  is  the  story  of  a shy  wom- 
an who  is  found  to  have  a 
remarkable  singing  voice.  The 
shy  woman  in  this  £4.3  miflion 
film  version  directed  and  script- 
ed by  Mark  Herman,  director  of 
Brassed  Off.  Is  played  by  Jane 
Honocks,  while  the  big  hitters  in 
the  cast  include  Michael  Caine 
and  Ewan  McGregor.  Brenda 
Blethyn  also  appears.  Scheduled 
for  autumn  release. 

ELIZABETH:  Blopic  of  Eliza- 
beth I,  tipped  to  make  star  of 


Ewan  McGregor  and  Jane  Horrocbs.  stars  of  Little  Voice 


Australian  actress  Cate  Blan- 
chette in  the  title  role.  Marvellous 
opportunity  for  Lord  Attenbor- 


MARTHA  — MEET  DANIEL, 
FRANK  AND  LAURENCE: 

Following  In  a distinguished  line 


ough  to  look  dignified  in  support-  of  films  with  multiple  first  name 


ing  role.  Geoffrey  Rush,  Joseph 
Fiennes  and  Christopher  Eccles- 
tone will  also  appear  but  watch 
out  for  Kathy  Burke  as 
Queen  Mary.  It  is  due  for  release 
in  September. 


titles,  this  Rim  Four  production 
has  Joseph  Fiennes.  Rufus  Sew- 
ell and  Tom  Hollander  as  three 
men  who  fall  in  love  with  the 
same  woman,  played  by  Monika 
Potter.  Set  for  release  in  May. 


Boom  or  bust  time  for  British  movie  makers 
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New  generation  of  stars  may 
be  hampered  by  lack  of  good 
scripts.  Dan  Glaister  reports 


NEXT  year  could  be 
make  or  break  time 
for  the  bouyant 
British  film  indus- 
try. With  more 
British  films  to  be  made  next 
year  than  ever  before,  a new 
generation  of  stars  is  set  to 

emerge. 

- But  the  strains  of  the  new 
production  boom,  partly  fu- 
elled by  lottery  cash,  could 
undermine  the  new  confi- 
dence of  an  industry  boosted 
by  the  success  of  The  Pull 
Moouty,  Bean,  and  Shooting 
Pish. 

In  May.  the  Arts  Council 
announced  the  award  of 
£92.25  million  to  three  film 
franchises  — consortia  in- 
cluding producers  and  dis- 
tributors grouped  together  to 
provide  a coherent  British 


production  system.  However, 
the  early  good  intentions 
have  been  hampered  by  a lack 
of  good  scripts.  One  franchise 
has  received  500  scripts,  not 
one  of  which  has  been  worth 
serious  consideration. 

The  one  lottery  franchise 
film  that  haa  completed  shoot- 
ing is  Hideous  Kinky,  star- 
ring Kate  Winslet  and  direc- 
ted by  Gillies  Mackinnon.  It  is 
being  made  with  EL2  million 
of  lottery  money  by  the  Fflm 
Consortium,  which  brings 
together  established  produc- 
ers Seals  and  Parallax,  and 
exhibitors  Virgin. 

The  Film  Consortium  has 
two  other  projects  which  have 
been  allocated  lottery  fund- 
ing. The  Lost  Son,  directed  by 
Chris  Menges,  is  billed  as  a 
contemporary  noir  thriller  in 


| the  tradition  of  Seven,  The 
Big  Easy,  and  Mona  Lisa. 
Starring  Daniel.  Auteufi.  the 
project  has  received  £2  mil- 
lion from  the  lottery  towards 
its  total  budget  of  £8  million. 
The  Film  Consortium's  third 
project,  stfil  at  development 
stage,  is  entitled  Hold  Back 
The  Night 

While  the  second  consor- 
tium, Pathe  Pictures,  has  not 
as  yet  approved  any  project, 
the  third,  DNA  Films,  which 
has  yet  to  sign  with  the  coun- 
cil, has  received  provisional 
funding  of  £2  million  towards 
Mike  Bassett:  Football 
Manager. 

But  it  is  more  likely  that 
next  year’s  hits  will  come 
from  beyond  the  subsidised 
film  production  sector.  As 
one  film  source  put  it:  “If  a 
script  is  good  enough  it  is  go- 
ing to  get  made  anyway, 
regardless  of  the  subsidy.” 
The  films  scheduled  for 
release  next  year  that  are 
causing  the  greatest  excite- 
ment are  Elizabeth,  Sliding 


Doors,  and  Martha  — Meet 
Frank,  Daniel  and  Laurence. 

But  beyond  these  still  un- 
seen or  unfinished  films  are  a 
number  of  movies  set  for 
release  in  the  first  months  of 
1998  that  have  been  seen  at 
festivals  in  1907.  These  in- 
clude Alan  Rickman’s  directo- 
rial debut.  The  Winter  Guest, 
Sean  Mathias's  Bent,  and 
Jackie,  the  Jacqueline  da  Pre 
biopic  starring  Emily 
Watson. 

More  than  30  British  films 
are  either  being  filmed  or 
have  been  completed,  ranging 
from  Alien  Blood  (an  alien  is 
pursued  by  government 
agents)  to  What  Rats  Wont 
Do  (two  opposing  lawyers  fall 
unexpectedly  in  love).  Other 
highlights  include  Parting 
Shots,  a comedy  about  a wed- 
ding photogrpber  told  he  has 
six  weeks  to  live,  a time 
travel  story  called  Tom’s  Mid- 
night Garden,  and  Titanic 
Garden,  a comedy  about  a 
woman’s  peace  crusade  in 
1970s  Belfast 


Key  players  in  Aitken  libel  case 
named  in  Saudi  writ  for  £1 41  m 


Owwn  Boweott 

and  Jamie  WHsow 

1HBHREE  leading  charac- 
■ ters  in  Jonathan  Ait- 
9 ken’s  foiled  libel  action 
against  the  Guardian  feature 
in  a writ  lodged  at  the  High 
Court  by  the  former  minis- 
ter’s Saudi  sponsor  demand- 
ing the  return  of  £141  million. 

Prince  Mohamad  Bin  Fa- 
had  Bin  Abdulaziz  A1  Saud, 
one  of  the  king’s  riehestsons. 
Is  seeking  the  cash  from  27 
ygmpri  individuals  and  com- 
panies, including  Said  Ayas. 
his  former  personal  assistant 
who  was  a dose  business  as- 
sociate of  Mr  Aitken. 

The  two  other  witnesses 
from  the  libel  trial  named  in 
the  writ  are  Mark  Vere  Ni- 
coH.  an  old  Etonian  lawyer, 
and  Leonard  Lugsdin,  a Cana- 
dian business  consultant, 
both  of  whose  court  state- 


ments defended  the  disgraced 
minister’s  business  dealings 
with  Saudi  Arabia. 

Also  named  in  the  docu- 
ment Is  Abdel  Rahman,  a 
nephew  of  Said  Ayas  whom 
Mr  Aitken  used  to  construct  a 
fanciful  story  about  the  confu- 
sion over  payment  of  his  bill 
at  the  Ritz  Hotel  in  Paris  in 
September  1993.  ' 

Mr  Aitken  claimed  his  wife 
paid  for  the  weekend,  but  his 
against  the  Guardian  col- 
lapsed this  year  when  it  was 
revealed  she  was  not  in  Pans 
on  the  day  in  question. 

The  writ,  lodged  on  Decem- 
ber 9.  details  a network  of  off- 

shore  companies  and  Euro- 
pean bank  accounts  used  by 

the  Saadi  royal  family  and 
their  senior  business  advi- 
sers. It  comes  amid  rumours 
that  the  Saadi  royals  may  be 
short  of  funds. . 

Said  Ayas.  who  is  godfather 
to  one  of  Mr  Aitken  s chil- 


dren, was  placed  under  home 
arrest  by  Prince  Mohamad 
partiar  this  year  but  was 
reported  to  have  escaped  in 
October  wearing  women’s 
rinfhtng-  He  had  denied  steal- 
ing money,  claiming  the  miss- 
ing cash  was  used  to  settle  the 
prince’s  gambling  debts. 

In  the  writ.  Said  Ayas  is 
accused  of  conspiring  to  “de- 
fraud or  use  unlawful  means 
to  divert  monies”  from  Prince 
Mohamad’s  account  between 
1985  and  1997.  An  appendix 
details  hundreds  of  alleged 
bank  transactions  around  the 
world  over  the  12-year  period. 

One  payment  of  more  than 
$6  million  in  May  1986  WBS  to 
Hyde  Park  Holdings,  a Pana- 
manian-registered company 
once  under  investigation  by 
US  authorities  for  suspected 
Iran-Contra  weapons  sales. 
The  company  and  Said  Ayas 
denied  involvement. 

Another  cheque  made  out 


to  Said  Ayas  in  September 
1990  was  for  *450,000  in  cash. 
Coincidentally,  a payment  of 
$168,000  to  Said  Ayas  from  the 
prince’s  account  in  the  Banc 
de  la  Mediterranee  appears 
for  September  17,  1993,  the 
weekend  that  Mr  Aitken 
stayed  at  the  Paris  Ritz  and 
met  Said  Ayas.  - 
The  writ  also  seeks  a decla- 
ration from  several  compa- 
nies that  four  flats  in  Hyde 
Park  Gate.  London,  are 
owned  by  Prince  Mobamad. 
One  of  the  flats  is  the  home  of 
Said  Ayas’s  family. 

This  month  a separate  writ 
understood  to  have  been 
issued  by  another  member  of 
the  Saudi  royal  family,  de- 
manded millions  In  commis- 
sions from  Rolls-Royce  in  con- 
nection with  the  £20  billion  A1 
Yamamah  aims  deal 
Neither  Mr  Vere  Nlcoll,  Mr 
Lugsdin  nor  Mr  Ayas  could 
be  contacted  yesterday. 


Children  write  to  Santafor  pens  and  pencils  from  his  Christmas  sack 
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crayons  (requested  ay  29  per 
cent).  2 Teletnbbies  (19).  8 
Action  Man  04).  4 Bicycle  (12). 
5 Playstation  (10).  8 
Tamagotchi/Cyberpets  (8).  7 
Star  Wars  (7).  8 Football  kit 
(6!).  9 BuzzLightyear  (4).  10 
Lego  (3). 

GIRLS:  l Pens,  pencils, 
crayons  (31).  2 Teletubbies  (27). 
3 Tsmagcrichl/Cyberpets  (19).  4 
Barbie  doll (17)-  5 Spice  Girls 
05).  6 Bkyde  (X3).  7 Secret 
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But  1998  could  see  a decline 
in  a crucially  important  sec- 
tor for  British  film:  US  pro- 
ductions shooting  in  the  UK. 
The  rising  pound  could  put 
paid  to  the  trend  for  Holly- 
wood studios  to  shoot  in  the 
UK  which  saw  10  US  produc- 
ers working  in  Britain  in 
1997. 


These  included  Steven 
Spielberg,  who  shot  his  £47 
million  second  world  war 
story,  Private  Ryan,  starring 
Tom  Hanks,  in  Britain,  and 
George  Lucas,  who  shot  his 
£43  million  Star  Wars  prequel 
here.  To  date  Lucas’s  second 
Star  Wars  prequel  is  the  only 
major  US  film  confirmed  for 


shooting  in  the  UK  in  1998. 

The  last  year  has  seen  un- 
precedented success  for  the 
UK  film  Industry.  Seventy- 
two  films  entirely  funded  by 
British  sources  were  made 
here  in  1997,  up  from  56  in 
1996.  Including  co-produc- 
tions, £676  million  was  in- 
vested in  the  UK  film  indus- 


try in  the  year.  But  there  Is  a 
familiar  downside.  Of  the 
British  films  made,  only  25 
per  cent  have  made  distribu- 
tion deals,  and  the  closure-  by 
Carlton  of  film  distributor 
Rank,  which  it  acquired  ear- 
lier In  the  year,  -has  reduced 
the  options  for  British -film- 
makers. 
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6 WORLD  NEWS 


Mexican  massacre  kills  42 


PM  Qunson  lit  Mexico  Cfty 


T LEAST  42  PTO- 
Zapatiste  refugees 
In  the  southern 
.Mexican  state  of 
have  been 
jflflpd  or  wounded  by  paramil- 
itary gunmen  In  the  worst 
violence  since  the  Zapatista 
Uprising  in  January  1994- 

Reports  say  about  60  men 
with  automatic  weapons  at- 
tacked the  refugees  from  sev- 
eral directions,  preventing 
their  escape. 

At  least  20  of  the  wounded, 
who  included  small  children 
and  pregnant  women,  were 
yesterday  receiving  hospital 
treatment  in  San  Cristobal  de 
las  Casas,  40  miles  from  the 
scene  of  the  massacre  in  the 
municipality  of  Chenalbd. 

Mauriclo  Rosas,  director  of 
the  Red  Cross  office  in  San 


Smith 


Crlstdhal,  told  the  Mexico 
City  radio  station  Formato  21 
that  the  42  people  killed  in- 
cluded 21  women,  six  men,  14 
children  and  an  infant  He 
said  they  had  been  shot  or 
hacked  to  death  with  ma- 
chetes. Six  others  are  miss- 
ing, according  to  the  peasant 
group  Las  Abejas. 

A Mexican  Red  Cross  am- 
bulance Is  reported  to  have 
been  fired  on  while  attempt- 
ing to  reach  the  scene. 

Father  Gonzalo  Ttuarte,  sec- 
retary of  the  church-led  medi- 
ation commission  for  Chia- 
pas, said  the  paramilitaries, 
who  profess  allegiance  to  the 
ruling  Institutional  Revolu- 
tionary Party  (PHI),  bad  an- 
nounced the  attack  on  Friday, 
but  the  state  government  bad 
done  nothing  to  prevent  it 

“They  publicly  threatened 
to  carry  out  this  attack  ...  in 
front  of  the  representative  of 


the  state  government,”  he 
said. 

“The  paramilitaries  have 
often  said  they  fritenH  to  elim- 
inate all  supporters  of  the 
Zapatista  National  Liberation 
Army  (EZLN)  in  their  munici- 
pality, leaving  only  PRI  sup- 
porters,” Fr  ttuarte  added. 

Thousands  of  pro-Zapatista 
peasants  In  the  predomi- 
nantly Indigenous  northern 
region  of  Chiapas,  which  In- 
cludes Chenalhd,  have  been 
driven  from  their  homes  by 
paramilitary  violence,  which 
church  and  human  rights 
groups  say  is  part  of  a Tow- 
intensity  war”  backed  by  the 
local  PRL  the  police  and  ele- 
ments of  the  federal  army. 

Dozens  have  been  killed  on 
both  sides,  although  pro-Zapa- 
tista victims  heavily  out- 
number those  from  the  PRL 
The  massacre  victims  were 
refugees  from  communities 
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San  Cristfbate 
da  las  Cases 


cComUn 


which  have  already  been  at- 
tached by  the  paramilitaries. 

The  Catholic  Church  is  per- 
ceived by  the  mainly  evan- 
gelical Protestant  PRI  groups 
as  pro-Zapatista,  and  has  it- 


self come  under  attack.  Last 
month  a convoy  of  cars  carry- 
ing the  bishops  Samuel  Ruiz 
and  SaQL  Vera  was  fired  on  in 
northern  Chiapas,  leaving 
three  people  wounded.  ' 

’ Although  the  dialogue  be- 
tween the  EZLN  and  tiw*  fed- 
eral government  has  been 
suspended  for  more  than  a 
year,  attempts  had  recently 
been  made  to  start  peace  talks 
In.  the  north  of  Chiapas.  How- 
ever, talks  broke  down,  and 
despite  a non-aggression  pact 
signed  on  December  11,  the 
violence  has  continued. 

The  state  governor,  Julio 
Cfisar  Ruiz  Ferro,  who  was 
yesterday  reported  to  have 
convened  an  emergency  cabi- 
net meeting;  has  consistently 
played  down  events  In  north- 
ern Chiapas  and  denied  any 
connection  between,  the  gun- 
men and  the  PRI  — even 
though  one  paramilitary 


group.  caliing  itself  Peace  and 
justice,  has  evenly  received 
state  government  funding. 

Representatives  of  the 
United  States  group  Physi- 
cians for  Human  Rights 
(HEIR)  recently  saw  a framed 
Peace  and  Justice  posts-  at 
the  headquarters  of  the  gen- 
eral In  charge  of  the  region 
covering  Chiapas.  ' 

“The  FSZ  has  nothing  to  do 
with  [the  paramilitaries]," 
the  PRI  federal  deputy  for 
Chiapas,  Roberto  Alb  ores, 
“Our  party’s  teMnlg  are 
being  used,  but  we  . repudiate 
the  actions  of  these  groups.”  ' 
Tom  Crone  of  FHR,  who 
recently  visited  Chenalhh, 
said  the  massacre  was 
“shocking  bat  not  surprising, 
given  the  lack  of  effective 
state  response  and  the  wDftd. 
ignorance  of  authorities  at  all 
Levels  regarding  die  author- 
ship of  previous  attacks.” 
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Long  after  losing 
Rhodesia,  its  last 
leader  will  lose  his 
own  farm.  He  talks 

to  Chris  McGreal 


IAN  SMITH  has  revised  his 
hpast  that  Rhodesia';  had. 
the1  happiest  blacks  iil'the 
world.  Today  he  claims  Zim- 
babwe, is  home  to  some  of  the 
brightest*  the  78-yeamdd' 
former  prime  minister  Of  the 
rebel  British  colony  is  to  be 
believed,  black  people  are 
queuing  at*  his  door  to  ten 
him  he  was  right  all  along. 

"I  get  more  black  people 
than  white  people  these  days 
coming  to  talk  to  me,”  be 
said.  'They  say  to  me,  *My 
children  go  to  bed  hungry. 
That  never  used  to  happen 
when  you  were  In  power’. 
They  say  that  If  this  Is  black 
government  then  It’s  an  em- 
barrassment to  Africa.  I'm 
more  hopefhl  than  I have 
been  in  a long  time.” 

He  adds:  “But  it  wouldn't 
bo  InteUlgem  for  me  to  take  to 
politics  again.  [President  Rob- 
ert] Mugabe  would  use  it  to 
say,  ‘See,  that  old  white  racist 
Is  at  It  again'.  ” 

For  most  of  the  17  years 
since  Mr  Smith's  unilateral 
declaration  of  Independence 
from  Britain  ended  In  the  one 
thing  he  promised  white  Rho- 
desians they  would  never 
have  — “a  black,  Marxist  gov- 
ernment” — he  has  largely 


Ian  Smith:  ‘I’ve  told  them  they  can't  have  it.  This  is  my  home.  If  you  want  to  take  me,  put  the  handcuffs  on  and  take  me' 


been  left  to  groan  quietly  in 
the  corner.  But  in  recent 
months  Mr  Smith  has  flick- 
ered back  on  to  the  screen. 

His  book  The  Great  Be- 
trayal — a bitter  attack  on 
Britain,  the  United  States 
and,  above  all,  apartheid 
South  Africa  for  "selling  Rho- 
desia out”  — has  sold  well 
and  brought  Zimbabwean 
whites  out  to  book  signings  in 
their  hundreds. 

They  don’t  say  much.  Gone 
are  the  days  of  public  belliger- 
ence. But  they  usually  have  a 
kind  word  for  "Good  Old 
Smithy”,  who  has  been  for- 
given for  his  own  great  be- 
trayal in  consigning  so  many 
young  soldiers  and  civilians 
to  the  grave. 


But  the  black  Zimbabweans 
who  Mr  Smith  says  are 
tramping  to  his  door  are 
rarely  seen  at  such  events. 
"Most  of  them.  I've  got  to  con- 
cede, are  white  people  be- 
cause the  book  deals  with  the 
colonial  era.  But  there  are 
some  black  chaps  who  come 
along:  The  more  Intelligent 
ones  who  understand  where 
this  country  is  going  under 
this  communist  dictator- 
ship,” he  said. 

Mr  Smith  has  also  been 
drawn  back  into  the  limelight 
by  a less  welcome  develop- 
ment which  pits  him  against 
his  nemesis.  President  Mu- 
gabe. After  returning  from  his 
second  world  war  service  as 
an  RAF  tighter  pilot,  Mr  Smith 


bought  a 2,000  hectare  prop- 
erty in  the  Shurugwi  district 
at  what  was  then  Southern 
Rhodesia.  Last  month  a large 
part  of  it  was  designated  for 
nationalisation  and  redistribu- 
tion  among  landless  blades. 

In  part,  Mr  Smith  has  fallen 
victim  to  his  own  nifty  legal 
footwork  SOudd  years  ago, 
when  he  divided  his  Harm  into 
two  deeds  so  he  could  use  one 
to  obtain  a loan.  The  govern- 
ment says  he  owns  two  farms 
and  it  wants  one  of  them  — 
about  800  hectares  which  Mr 
Smith  says  is  the  prime  land. 

Mr  Smith  Is  not  alone. 
About  1£00  other  farmers, 
mostly  whites,  also  face  los- 
ing land.  But  in  his  case,  he 
thinks,  it  is  personal.  "I’ve 


told  them  they  cant  have  it 
This  Is. my  home,  where  I 
brought  up  my  children.  I*m 
going  to  sit  here  and  say,  Tf 
you  want  to  take  me,  put  the 
handcuffs  on  and  take  me'. 

"My  workers  don't  want  it 
either.  They  won’t  get  the 
land.  I like  to  believe  this  is  a 
big  family.  There  are  130 
blacks  on  this  farm.  Many  of 
them  were  born  here.  We 
bunt  them  a school,  and  a 
house  for  the  headmaster. 
They  don’t  want  it  to  change.” 

Then  for  a moment  his  bel- 
ligerence Sides.  He  concedes 
the  possibility  of  defeat  end 
confesses  that,  for  all  the  rhet- 
oric, be  might  leave  Zimba- 
bwe. 'Tve  always  said  this  is 
my  house  and  Tve  got  as 


PHOTOGRAPH:  FRANK  BARON 

much  right  to  live  here  as 
anybody.  But  I have  to  add 
that  if  conditions  deteriorate 
to  such  an  extent  it's  no 
longer  worth  living  here,  then 
I would  consider  going.” 

Ask  where  he  might  go,  and 
his  resolve  returns:  “Oh,  I 
haven't  given  that  any 
thought  I stiB  have  responsi- 
bilities here.  Many  white 
people  say  to  me,  Thanks  for 
staying.  It’s  nice  to  see  yon 
still  hue,  it  gives  ns  hope'. 

"I  do  think  Tve  got  an  obli- 
gation to  these  people. 
There’s  no  more  loyal  people 
than  the  Rhodesians.  When  I 
think  how  they  overcame 
sanctions  and  stock  by  me 
through  it  all  It  was  a won- 
derful period  in  our  history  ” 


Survivors  tell  of 
crash  landing 


Arahad  Mahmud  In  Dhaka 


THE  co-pilot  of  the  Bang- 
ladeshi domestic  air- 
liner that  crash-landed 
in  thtek  fog  In  a paddy  Add. 
with  all  89  people  on  board 
surviving,  said  the  plane  had 
suddenly  dropped  from  500ft 
as  It  was  making  its  approach 
to  land  in  the  north-eastern 
town  of  Sylhet. 

Shahadat  Hossaln,  speak- 
ing from  hospital  in  Sylhet, 
said  yesterday.  “In  a split 
second,  having  lost  all  other 
options,  we  Immediately 
switched  off  the  engines  and 
decided  to  i*nd  in  the  sodden 
paddy  field.” 

He  said  the  plane,  en  route 
from  the  capital  Dhaka  to  Syi- 
het  an  Monday  night,  slid  to  a 
halt  alter  about  200ft  The 
water-logged  field  might  have 
helped  stop  the  Dutch-built 
Fokker-28  from  breaking  up 
and  catching  Or.  One  wing 
was  severed  and  its  wheels 
werebrofcen.  , ^ 

The  Impact  Jammed  the 
dorms,  and  the  passengers  and 
crew  were  evacuated  through 
the  windows.  The  rescue  oper- 
ation took  nearly  five  hours. 

Thirty-seven  of  the  passen- 
gers were  Britons  at  Bangla- 
deshi origin,  travelling  from 
£/>ndnn  to  visit  relatives. 

"Everything  is  chaotic  out 
there  at  the  moment  hut  we 


are  just  glad  that  there  have 
been  no  fatalities  of  any  na- 
tionality," a Foreign  Office 
spokesman  in  London  said 

yesterday. 

“The  High  Commission  Is 
working  with  the  Banglade- 
shi authorities  to  find  out 
who  has  been  hurt  and  then 
to  inform  the  next  of  kin.” 

Nineteen  of  the  36  Injured 
were  taken  to  the  local  Medi- 
cal College  hospital.  The  cap- 
tain was  in  serious  condition 
but  out  of  danger  last  night. 

Bangladesh  Airlines  has 
cancelled  all  domestic  flights 
until  Saturday,  a spokesman 
for  Biman,  the  national  air- 
line, said  yesterday. 

According  to  Ajoy  Pal.  a 
local  reporter,  the  plane 
crashed  about  a mile  from  Os- 
mani  airport.  It  suddenly  lost 

contact  with  the  control 
tower  and  disappeared  from 
the  radar  screen. 

“It's  a miracle  and  we  pro- 
fusely thank  Allah  for  saving 
all  the  lives,"  said  Mohiud- 
rfin  Khan  Alamgir,  the  avia- 
tion and  tourism  minister. 

The  daily  Ittefaq  news- 
paper. quoting  a Biman 
source,  said  a mechanical 
fault  had  been  detected  — and 
ostensibly  corrected  — before 
the  plane's  departure. 

In  I98i  a Fokker-27  crashed 
near  Dhaka  airport  while  try- 
ing to  land  in  bad  weather, 
killing  all  44  people  on  board. 


Burma  fails  to  come  to  terms  with  Aids 


Fear  is  at  the  root  of  the  problem,  writes 

Suzanne  Goldenberg  in  Shan  state 


haze  of  wood  smoke 
parts  and  the  medicine 
man  emerges  carrying 
a box  of  his  favourite  rone- 
dies.  Hk  ramshackle  hut  is 
the  closest  villagers  for 
miles  around  will  get  to  a 
hospital,  and  there  is  only 
one  disease  for  which  he 
admits  his  secret  remedies 
have  no  power:  Aids. 

“I  have  heard  of  this  Aids 
disease,  though  we  don't 
usually  have  it  in  our  vil- 
lages,” he  said.  “I  can,  tell  if 
someone  has  sot  it  jnst  by 
touching  a wrist.” 

He  glances  towards  the 
darkest  corner  of  the  hut 

where  a patient,  lying  be- 
neath a brightly  coloured 
woven  sheet  on  the  wooden 
floor,  stirs  and  moans. 


“Two  people  have  come  to 
me  with  Aids.  I told  them  to 
go  away  because  there  is  no 
medicine  for  that.” 

Modern  medicine  in 
Burma  has  not  been  much 
more  effective  since  the 
country’s  first-known  Aids 
sufferer  — a sailor  — died 
in  1988.  Although  the  mili- 
tary junta  set  up  a special 
Aids  cell,  health  workers 
say  it  is  desperate  for 
money  and  staff. 

Secret  estimates  by  the 
government's  National 
Aids  Programme  of  people 
with  Aids  range  as  high  as 
7/100.  If  the  figure  is  accu- 
rate, Burma,  with  a popula- 
tion of  46  million,  has  an 
HIV  infection  rate  to  rival 
Thailand.  Thailand,  on  a 


per  capita  basis,  has  the 
highest  prevalence  of  the 
HIV  virus  in  Asia. 

However,  the  govern- 
ment's public  estimate  of 
people  who  are  HTV-posi- 
ttve  is  only  280,000.  “Even 

if  we  tell  the  world  how  bad 
the  situation  is,  it  would 
probably  not  mean  more 
funding.  It  might  even 
bring  more  criticism  of  the 
government  for  not  doing 
enough.”  said  one  doctor. 

United  Nations  agencies 
are  funding  education  pro- 
grammes, and  private  aid 
organisations  are  encour- 
aging the  distribution  of 
condoms.  But  their  efforts, 
although  supported  by 
senior  officials,  are  frus- 
trated by  lower-ranking 


generals  and  bureaucrats 
with  little  sympathy  for 
Aids  sufferers. 

“It  was  too  much  con- 
nected to  sex,  sex.  sex.” 


said  one  social  worker.  “So 
if  people  got  infected,  the 
government  thought  It 
would  appear  as  if  it  was 
associated  with  sex.” 

Last  year  the  highest 
number  of  reported  Aids 
cases  was  in  the  eastern 
state  of  Shan  which  borders 

Thailand.  So  porous  is  the 
border  that  touts  in  Shan’s 
capital,  Taunggyi,  offer  bus 
tours  to  Bangkok  for  wonld- 
be  illegal  migrants.  The 
journey  takes  five  days. 

Many  of  the  labourers 
return  to  Burma  carrying 
the  HIV  virus. 

Burma’s  spartan  hospi- 
tals are  ill-equipped  to  treat 
Aids  patients,  who  are  sec- 
tioned In  isolation  blocks 
seldom  visited  by  doctors. 
Few  have  much  knowledge 
of  the  virus. 

Private  hospitals,  which 
Offer  more  cnwiftarte.  dlimly 
refuse  to  take  Aids  patients. 
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California  huffs  and  puffs  to  newyear smoking  ban  in  bars 


WBSam  dafeomo 
bi  Los  Angeles 


THE  signs  of  irritation  and 
Irritability  are  already 
showing  as  California  pre- 
pares for  January  1,  when  it 
becomes  the  first  state  to  ban 
smoking  in  bars. 

"What's  next — red  meat  or 
coffee?”  said  Beverly  Mathis- 


Swanson,  a bar  owner  in 
Santa  Cruz.  Leading  a group 
tailed  Tavern  Owners  United 
for  Fairness,  sbe  hints  darkly 
at  a campaign  of  civil  disobe- 
dience. “We  want  to  respect 
the  law,  but  we  won’t  turn 
our  hacks  on  the  people  who 
made  us  successful/' 

But  Karen  Status,  aged  32, 
who  quit  a bar  job  in  west  Los 
10  months  ago  be- 


cause of  the  “putrid  air”,  said: 
Tough  on  them.  They  can 
smoke  outside.  I had  to  take  a 
shower  every  night  just  to  get 
the  smell  out  cf  my  hair.” 

Assembly  Bin  13,  which 
was  passed  in  1995,  banned 
smoking  in  nearly  all  work- 
places. But  after  a bitter  legis- 
lative, battle  between  the 
tobacco  industry  and.  anti- 
smoking  groups  such  as  the 


American  Lung  Association, 
bars  and  casinos  were  ex- 
empted until  the  end  of  1997. 

Paul  Hunting,  a consultant 
for  California's  health  ser- 
vices department,  says  bar 
owners  should  start 
smokers  light  up  outside. 

The  debate  on  the  ban  has 

centred  cm  bar  owners’  claims 

that  they  will  lose  their  best 
patrons, — Washington  Post 


NeWs  in  brief 


Republicans  forge 
ahead  In  Australia 

REPUBLICANS  hove 


$ 


Of  the  76  elected  delegates 


The  two-week  convention 

by76 


Sydney. 


Be|jing  decries  Tibfct  report 

CHINA  yesterday  condemned  a «®crt  1 


Ttbetififatare  status. 


interfere.” —Reuters.  Beijing. 


Unabomber  trial  jury  picked 


befog  the  Unabomber,  have  selected  the  jury. 


anonymously. 

Mt-Karaynah.  — „n  lr,r—  — v 

toan  18-year  letter-bomb  campaign.  If  the  jury  finds  him  gufflyv 


penalty.  — Reuters,  Sacramento. 
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Impasse  at  Korea  food  talks 

RED  CROSS  delegations  inNorth  and  South  Kbreafeiled  to  agree 


shipments  are  mretitnred. 

The  impasse  is  over  the  South  Korean  delegation's  request  that 
its  officials,  or  others  from  the  international  Red  Cross,  be  allowed 
tn  mnnttnr  (MsMwUop  lathe  North.  The  North's  stance  has 

raiari  that  some  aid  is  being  diverted  from  CttiZMStO 

the  military.  —Reuters,  Bering. 


Algiers  blast  hits  family 

A BOMB  ldDed  nixie  members  of  afernOy  which  had  resettled  in 

sooth  Algiers,  fhihtinglbe  district was  now  safe,  the  Algerian 
newspaper  Le  Soir  d'AIgdrle  said  yesterday.  The  bomb  had  been 
“mettoutously  and  discreetiy  planted  in  the  family  home"  in 
Ooled  AIM  district,  it  said. — Reuters,  Paris. 


« 


Queen  comes  to  rescue 

SWEDEN’S  Queen  Silvia  resuscitated  a79-year-o3d  member  of  the 
Swedish  Academy  ofLettera  when  be  feinted  during  adlnner 
party  on  Saturday,  the  Aftonblatlfit  newspaper  reported  yester- 

day.  It  said  the  queen,  in  formal  dress,  had  pexfonned  heart 
massage. 

The  queen  made  a fine  contribution.  She  immediately  stepped 
in,"  said  Store  Allen,  permanent  secretary  of  the  academy,  which 
awards  the  Nobel  literature  prize.  The  palace  said  it  could  not 

confirm  the  report — Reuters,  Stockholm. 


Deadly  toll  for  journalists 

JOURNALISTS  mLafo  America  are  felling  victim  to  a new wave 
cfdteadi^vlolaace,atxordingto  a report  which  revealed  yesterday 
that  the  number  killed  there  this  year  had  trebled  to  2L  The 
Tntarnatinqyl  Federation  qf  Jpnrrialf  stst  Rfllri  many  rf  thorn  had 
been  speaficaHytargeted  because  oftbefr  work. 

Worldwide  this  year,  the  xnimbertfwoikingjournalists  killed 
remained  the  same  as  the  year  bef bre — at  47.  A further  15 
suspicious  deaths  Were  under investigation.  But  Russia  contin- 
ued  to  be  the  most  dangerous  country,  with  eight  confirmed 
kfflingsandfive  under  investigation. — AP,  Brussels. 


Army  inquiry  into  coup  plot 

NIGERIA’S  anny  yesterday  promised  a fail  investigation  of  the 
alleged  plot,  uncovered  at  the  weekend,  to  overthrow  the  military 
ruler,  Sani  Abacha. 

Bnt.  a mttHary  .qpnkiBam^yi  dBCUPBd  gk”  the  rtf 

the  12  arrested  suspects,  including  General  Abacha’s  deputy. 
Ueateremt-Geoeral  OladlpoDiya.  Nor  did  he  specify  what  evi- 


dent there  was  against  them.  Next  year  Nigeria  faces  military- 
decreed  rieettoos  to  restore  civilian  rule  under  a controversial 
plan  set  end  by  Gen  Abacha. — Reuters,  Lagos. 


Mbeki  aide  arrested 

THIS  South  African  deputy  president's  top  media  adviser  was 
arrested  for  drunken  and  reckless  driving  fan  owing  an  accident 
hi  which  one  woman  died  and  three  others  were  critically 
Injured,  police  officials  said  yesterday. 

TbamiNtentenl  was  arrested  on  Monday  evening,  north  of 
Johannesburg,  aftertbe  BMW  he  was  driving  was  in  cctlllsion 
with  the  back  of  a VcdkswagenFassat,  setting  its  petrol  tank  on 
fire,  MMrand’s  traffic  (foief,  Wlllte  van  Roqyen,  said.  He  added 
that  tire  BMW  was  travelling  at  high  speed. 

Mr  Ntenteni  was  not  irtfured.  He  is  an  adviser  to  Thabo  MbekL 
who  succeeded  Nelson  Mandela  as  president  of  the  ANC  at  the 
weekend.  — AP,  Johannesburg. 


Floods  swamp  rural  Kenya 


A man  stranded  on  the  roof  afhis  honse  signals  for  heln  tn 
theflooded  village  ofBudalaagi,  340 miles  north- westof 
Nairobi;  as  Kenya  suffers  abnormally  heavy  rains 


Poles  seized  in  Chechenia 


.Bron- 


wjth  negotiations.  The  Eve  men,  delivering  aid  fora  Ftfilsh- 
Chwhmfiri«mriflhip  society,^ were  seizedafter  meeting  the  former 
Chechen  president,  Zelimkhan  Yandarbiyev,  — Reuters,  Warsaw. 


Boat  used  by  killer  sinks 

AUTHORITIES  at  Miami  Beach were  yesterdi 
the  owner  of  the  houseboat  on  which  Andrew 


the  killer 
a 


authorities  want  it  removed. — Reuters;  Miami  Beach. 
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Christmas  stories 


WORLD  NEWS  7 


A scene  from  Lost  Horizon,  Hollywood's  1937  blockbuster  which  presented  a vision  of  paradise  even  more  sybaritic  than  the  Shangri-La  of  James  Hilton’s  novel  It  included  a naked  romp  in  the  lamaseiy  pond 

Heaven  on  earth  found  at  last 


Andrew  Higgins  on  the  scholar  turned 
literary  detective  who  claims  Shangri-La 
is  in  a grimy  comer  of  south-west  China 


"We  have  a collection  of 
several  hundred  fmaps),  "said 
Chang . “You  wiU  not  find 
Shangri-La  marked  on  any. " 

— Lost  Horizon 

Fashioned  first  in 
the  Imagination  of 
an  English  writer 
and  then  re-created 
on  celluloid  by 
Hollywood,  Utopia  has  finally 
been  put  on  the  map.  More 
than  60  years  after  James 
Hilton  wrote  Lost  Horizon, 
launching  one  of  the  centu- 
ry's most  enduring  literary 
mysteries,  the  search  for  par- 
adise on  earth  has  led  to  the 
mountains  of  south-west 
China. 

*Tm  100  per  cent  sure  this 
is  Shangri-La,"  says  Xuan  Ke, 
a scholar  of  the  languages  and 
lore  of  a region  where  Tibet, 
China  and  Burma  meet. 
‘There  is  no  doubt  I have  col- 
lected all  the  documents." 

First  published  in  1933,  Lost 
Horizon  is  the  tale  of  an 
Oxford-educated  adventurer 
abducted  across  the  Himala- 
yas to  a paradise  described  as 
a mysterious,  mountain  lama- 
sery where  time  has  slowed  to 
a blissfUl,  carefree  crawl-  Hil- 
ton Intended  It  as  a pacifist 
parable;  Hollywood  turned  it 
into  a romantic  blockbuster. 

Speculation  about  the  loca- 
tion of  Shangri-La,  or  what 
Hilton  called  the  “strange,  ul- 
timate dream  of  Blue  Moon”, 


previously  centred  on  north- 
ern India  and  Tibet  They 
seemed  to  best  match  descrip- 
tions of  a blue- roofed  monas- 
tery with  “moon-washed 
courtyards”  near  the  “loveli- 
est mountain  on  earth”  in  a 
‘Tong  valley,  with  rounded 
sad-looking  low  hills  jet  black 
against  the  electric  blue  of  the 
night  sky”.  Hilton  peopled 
paradise  with  "stocky  Tibet- 
ans in  sheepskins,  for  hats 
and  yak-skin  boots”. 

Bat  in  a judgment  ap- 
plauded by  Chinese  tourism 
officials  and  backed  by  con- 
siderable scholarship,  Mr 
Xuan  places  paradise  In  the 
north-west  corner  of  Yunnan 
Province,  in  the  vicinity  of  a 
grimy,  snow-bound  Chinese 
town  called  Zhongdian  — 
originally  known  by  the 
Tibetan  name  of  Shanbala. 

Hilton  confected  Shangri- 
La.  says  Mr  Xuan,  from  the 
real-life  adventures  of  an  Aus- 
trian-American  explorer 
called  Joseph  Bock,  who  vis- 
ited the  area  in  the  1920s  and 
published  articles  and  photo- 
graphs in  National  Geo- 
graphic magazine. 

Mr  Xuan’s  lather  worked  as 
an  interpreter  and  guide  for 
Rock.  “He  was  a hot-tempered 

man,  a restless  man." 

But  having  found  what  he 
believes  is  the  solution  to  a 
puzzle  that  has  long  perplexed 
literary  detectives,  Mr  Xuan 
worries  that  fama  and  the 


promise  of  fortune  could  de- 
stroy Asia's  elusive  Eden. 

“Shangri-La  exists  as  a 
place  but  it  should  also 
remain  a dream,”  be  says. 
“Some  people  want  to  build 
big  hotels  and  develop  Shan- 
gri-La for  tourism.  This  is  a 
mistake.  It  Is  not  for  tourists. 
It  is  for  people  who  want  to 
find  nature,  to  find  harmony.” 

Visitors  who  have  read  Lost 
Horizon  may  be  disappointed. 
TTfitnn  envisaged  Shangri-La 
as  the  ulimate  luxury  hostel 


beaten  track  in  south-west 
China  today. 

Hollywood's  version  of  par- 
adise was  even  more  sybaritic 
than  Hilton’s.  Frank  Capra's 
film,  which  won  an  Oscar  In 
1337  and  starred  Ronald  Cole- 
man and  Jane  Wyatt,  In- 
cluded a naked  romp  in  the 
lamasery's  lotus  pond. 

Lost  Horizon’s  frequent  ref- 
erences to  Tibet  and  Tibetan 
Buddhism  have  led  many 
seekers  of  Shangri-La  to 
Tibet.  The  area  identified  by 


Paradise  may  be  in 
Yunnan  province, 
near  a Chinese 
town  originally 
known  in  Tibetan  as 
Shanbala. 
‘Shangri-La  exists 
as  a place  but  ft 
should  also  remain 
a dream*  • 


for  the  cosmopolitan  travel- 
ler. It -had  live  piano  music, 
exotic  afternoon  teas,  plenti- 
ful supplies  of  alcohol  and  a 
library  catering  to  every  taste 
and  language. 

Even  the  plumbing  met  the 
most  exacting  standards.  His 
lamasery  had  central  heating 
and  porcelain  bath  tubs  from 
Ohio  — a for  cry  from  foe 
dirty  state-run  flop-houses 
that  put  up  travellers  off  the 


Mr  Xuan  lies  just  outside  the 
borders  of  China’s  Tibet  Au- 
tonomous Region  but  forms 
part  of  what  was  historically 
the  Dalai  Lama’s  domain. 

Zhongdian.  whose  ancient 
Tibetan  name  may  have  been 
the  source  for  Shangri-La, 
had  a large  lamasery  until 
1959,  when  it  was  destroyed  in 
a wave  of  destruction  un- 
leashed by  China  to  punish 


Tibetans  for  an  uprising  that 


year.  It  has  now  been  par- 
tially rebuilt 

French  missionaries,  who 
figure  in  Lost  Horizon,  were 
also  active  in  the  area  before 
the  1949  revolution. 

Dominating  Hilton’s  vision 
of  paradise  is  Mount  KarakaL 
Tt  was  an  almost  perfect  cone 
of  snow,  simple  in  outline  as 
if  a child  had  drawn  it  and 
impossible  to  classify  as  to 
size,  height  and  nearness,”  he 
wrote  of  a fictional  peak  “so 
radiant  so  serenely  poised” 
that  his  hero,  H.M.  Consul 
Hugh  Conway,  “wonders  for  a 
moment  if  it  were  real”. 

Mr  Xuan  believes  it  was 
real  and  that  Hilton  based  his 
descriptions  on  Rock's  photo- 
graphs and  writings  In 
National  Geographic.  He 
speculates  that  Mount  Kara- 
kalmay  In  reality  be  the  pyra- 
mid-shaped Mount  Jam- 
beyang  photographed 
extensively  by  Rock  in  1928. 

The  area  was  then  under 
the  loose  control  of  the  Ring 
of  Mull,  a figure  with  echoes 
of  the  High  Lama  who  rules 
Shangri-La.  Both  are  entirely 
out  of  time.  And  both  have 
Chinese  assistants. 

Mr  Xuarv  however,  is  an- 
noyed by  local  officials  who, 
in  an  attempt  to  lure  tourists, 
have  claimed  that  Shangri-La 
belongs  to  their  own  towns. 
He  says  Hilton  almost  cer- 
tainly mixed  elements  from 
Rock’s  various  articles  and 
that  Shangri-La  is  probably  a 
composite  of  Zhongdian, 
Muli,  T.ijfai^g  and  other  areas 
of  north-west  Yunnan. 

“IT  people  think  Shangri-La 
is  one  place,  this  is  a mistake. 
They  will  not  find  Shangri-La.” 


Joseph  Rock  (left)  on  the  Chinese-TTbetan  border  in 
His  articles  are  credited  with  inspiring  Hilton 


1930. 


Hell  on  earth  for 
warrior  tribe 


Jon  Jeter  finds 
little  festive  cheer 
among  the  Oglala 
Sioux  of  Pine 
Ridge  reservation 

THE  beauty  of  the  snow- 
topped  hills,  plains  and 
glistening  creeks  is  in 
stark  contrast  to  the  wretched 
lives  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Indi- 
ans on  foe  Pine  Ridge  reser- 
vation in  South  Dakota. 
There  is  no  poorer  place  in 
the  United  States  than  this 
sprawling  reservation  where 
life  is  hard  and  growing  old 
harder. 

There  are,  it  seems,  a thou- 
sand ways  to  die  young  in 
Pine  Ridge. 

Alcohol  together  with  the 
reservation’s  narrow  dirt 
roads,  make  fetal  car  crashes 
four  times  more  likely  than 
anywhere  else  in  the  US.  In- 
font  mortality  is  double  the 
national  rate.  _ 
Homeless  men  freeze  to 
death  tn  the  bi*er  winters, 
and  many  reeirents  die  in 
fires  caused  by  toppled 
beaters. 

Diabetes  is  rife  — the  near- 
est hospital  can  be  more  than 

an  hour’s  drive  away.  The 
hopeless  take  their  own  fives, 
sometimes  drinking  them- 
selves to  death.  A 14-year-old 
boy  died  of  acute  alcohol  poi- 
soning last  summer. 


The  26,000  men  and  women 
of  this  former  warrior  tribe 
die  younger  than  any  other 
group  in  the  country,  accord- 
ing to  preliminary  results 
released  this  month  by  epide- 
miologists at  the  Harvard 
School  of  Public  Health. 

Life  expectancy  for  foe  men 
on  foe  reservation  is  56*4 
years;  for  women,  the  average 
fife  span  is  66  years. 

The  residents  of  foe  settle- 
ment descendants  of  Crazy 
Horse  Sitting  Bull,  are 
spread  across  more  than 
2 m mi  nn  acres  of  prairie,  con- 
signed nearly  a century  ago. 
There  are  no  street  names, 
and  more  than  a third  of  the 
ramshackle  houses,  have  no 
plumbing  or  electricity. 
There  are  no  buses,  trains, 
factories  or  industry. 

The  tribal  government  of 

Pine  Ridge  is  the  largest  em- 
ployer, and  two  out  of  every 
three  adults  on  foe  reserva- 
tion are  out  of  work. 

“We  spend  s lot  of  our  time 

and  energies  frying  to  relieve 

our  despair,"  said  Richard  Yel- 
low Bird,  a tribal  employee. 

Many  of  the  Oglala  Sioux 
smoke  and  drink  heamfr.  and 
have  a poor  diet  And  draprte 
new  medical  centres,  diabetes 
remains  a huge  problsn. 

“People  make  such  a big 
deal  abort  Aids,"  said  Joeffiue 
Horse,  aged  61,  the  director  cf 
the  distribution  centre  and  a 
diabetic.  “But  diabetes  is  our 


necks  to  find  a 
cure."  — Washington  Post 
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Sanctions-busting  Santa  in  Iraq  mercy  flight 


Ian  Black  on  how  a charity  is  taking  its 
bag  of  goodies  and  goodwill  to  Saddam 


SANTA  CLAUS  is 
poised  to  drive  a 
sledge  and  reindeer 
through  six  years  of  puni- 
tive United  Nations  sanc- 
tions today  when  lie  arrives 
In  Baghdad  with  gifts  of 
medicines,  food  and  toys 
for  Iraqi  children. 

If  all  goes  according  to 
plan.  Father  Christmas  will 
fly  xn  by  chartered  Russian 
aircraft  after  an  Icelandic 
charity  persuaded  the  UN 
that  be  was  a “non-political 
figure”  who  would  not  be 
clambering  down  Saddam 
Hussein's  cM.rn.ney. 

“We  think  everything 
will  work  out,”  said  Thor 
Magnnsson,  founder  of  the 
Peace  2000  group.  “We’re 


Stocking  fillers 


sorting  out  the  final  de- 
tails.” 

Mr  Magnusson  hopes 
Santa  can  spread  a message 
of  peace  and  goodwill  to 
Iraqi  Muslims  and  Chris- 
tians alike  at  a time  when 
they  see  no  prospect  of  an 
end  to  sanctions  or  to  Presi- 
dent Saddam’s  rule. 

Thousands  of  children 
have  died  or  suffered  mal- 
nutrition because  of  the  oil 
embargo,  imposed  after  the 
invasion  of  Kuwait  in  1990, 
and  kept  in  place  because  of 
challenges  to  UN  teams 
looking  for  chemical  and 
biological  weapons. 

If  the  flight  from  Iceland 
does  get  through,  despite 
severe  restrictions  on  civil- 


ian aircraft  over  Iraq,  it 
will  be  a small  seasonal 
comfort  to  employees  at 
Baghdad  airport,  Saddam 
Hussein  International,  who 
were  bitterly  disappointed 
on  Monday  when  neigh- 
bouring Iran  refused  tran- 
sit to  a Russian  plane  car- 
rying food  and  medicines. 

The  sanctions-busting  Tu- 
polev-94  was  chartered  by 
Russia’s  ultra-nationalist 
Liberal  Democratic  Party 
from  Baku,  Azerbaijan, 
though  to  rumour, 

its  flamboyant  and  combat- 
ive head,  Vladimir  Zhirin- 
ovsky, was  not  on  board. 

As  they  waited  for  the 
flight,  Iraqi  Airline  work- 
ers danced  to  a dram-and- 
bngle  band  while  children 
chanted  anti- American  slo- 
gans for  the  benefit  of  for- 
eign correspondents.  Ten 
sheep  were  assembled  on 


Vatican  lights 
Jewish  candle 

A WnnrtVteah  reaniTle  was  lit  at 

the  Vatican  yesterday  for  the 
first  time  in  history,  next  to 
an  olive  tree  which  entomanv 
o rates  foe  establishment  of 
diplomatic  ties  between  Israel 
and  foe  Hedy  See. 

The  event  marked  the 
launfih  of  Israel’s  50th  anni- 
versary celebrations.  Light- 
ing foe  candle  on  behalf  of  foe 

pope,  Carfltonl  Edward  Idris 
Cassidy  of  Australia  said: 


ffie  Fat  One:  Following  a 
star!  I’ve  heard  it  bloody  all 
now.  Next  thing,  he’ll 
abolish  Clause  Four. 

Charles  Nevin  relates  the  true 
story  of  the  Three  Wise  Men 


G2  cover  story 


“Catholic-Jewiah  relations 
have  grown  side  by  side  with 
this  tree.  Today  they  are 
strong  and  fruitful" — AP. 

Sleigh  bandits 

Three  men  in  Santa  Claus  cos- 
tumes robbed  a gambling  ball 
at  gunpoint  in  foe  eastern 
German  town  of  Friedland 
early  yesterday,  escaping 
with  a large  sum  of  money, 
police  said. —Reuters; 

A tree  too  far 

The  search  for  the  perfect 
Christmas  tree  went  too  Ear 
for  a Norwegian  family  who 
spent  nearly  24  hours  lost  hi  a 
forest  in  temperatures  off  -2C. 
The  father,  his  two  children 
aged  10  and  12,  and  the  family 
dog  were  found  cold  and  tired. 
They  failed  to  find  a Christ- 
mas tree.  — AP. 

Muslim  party 

Pakistan  has  thrown  Its  first 
official  Christmas  party  for 
2,000  guests,  most  of  them 
poor  Christians.  The  prime 
minister,  Nawaz  Sharif  de- 
plored religious  prejudice  and 
discrimination  as  he  stood  by 
a fem-cum-Cbristmas  tree 


decked  In  ttn<u»i  and  fairy 
lights  In  Lahore. — AP. 

Merger  hope 

The  Solomon  Tslanrk  prime 
minister,  Bart  Ulufe’alu,  an  a 
Christmas  visit  to  Papua  New 
Guinea,  said  yesterday  he 
hoped  that  the  two  countries 
would  one  day  merge  to  form 

one  nation.  — AP. 

Communist  carols 

A little  boy  and  girl  led  their 
catechism  classmates  in  a 
Christmas  procession  in  Ha- 
vana — a common  sight  in 
Latin  America  though  not 
commun  ist  Cuba.  — AP. 

Grotto  bash 

An  American  mother  who 
took  her  aim  to  see  a New 
York  shopping  centre  Santa 
Clans  recognised  the  jolly  old 
soul  as  her  ex-husband  and 
gave  him  court  papers  de- 
manding child  support 
A few  days  later,  LaToya 
Ramirez  returned  to  confront 
“St  Nick".  She  said  be  poked 
her  in  the  Chest,  and  then  she 
hit  him,  leaving  children 
screaming;  “She’s  beating  up 
Santa  Clausi”.—AP. 


the  runway  to  await  their 
celebratory  slaughter. 

In  the  rebuilt  VIP  lounge, 
badly  damaged  during  the 
Allied  bombing  of  Z99Z, 
Iraqi  MPs  were  on  hand  to 
greet  Mr  Zhirinovsky  — 
one  of  President  Saddam's 
wannest  foreign  admirers. 

But  in  vain,  as  the  Associ- 
ated Press  reported  from 
Baghdad  Imilw  thp  Pla«nn 
bad-news-good-news  head- 
line: “Sanctions-breaking 
flight  foils  to  show,  saving 
sheep  from  death.” 


Yet  all  was  not  lost,  it 
transpired  yesterday,  as 
Iran  confirmed  that  the  Tu- 
polev shipment  would  be 
forwarded  to  Baghdad  by 
land  once  the  UN  had  given 
its  approval 

Iraq  is  allowed  to  export 
$2  billion  (£1.25  billion) 
worth  of  oil  every  six 
months  to  buy  food,  medi- 
cine and  other  essentials, 
but  has  repeatedly  com- 
plained of  slow  delivery. 
Santa’s  single  sledge-load  is 
unlikely  to  speed  things  up. 


Father 
Frost 
loses 
his  bite 


James  Meek  in 

Moscow  finds  a 
melting  away  of 
Russian  traditions 


THE  Chinese  Santa 
Clauses  rocked  dnrak- 
enly  backwards  and 
forwards  in  the  endless 
marble  tunnel  of  foe  Mos- 
cow metro,  whining  God 
Rest  Ye  Merry  Gentlemen. 

They  were  6ins  high, 
plastic,  and  nobody  was 
buying  them.  But  they  rep- 
resented another  two 
agents  of  Euro-American 
Influence,  via  the  busy 
elves  of  Guangzhou  prov- 
ince, to  add  to  the  Inexora- 
ble pressure  on  Russia's 
home-grown  version  of 
Father  Christmas  — Dyed 
Moroz,  Father  Frost  — to 
conform  to  the  norms  of  the 
Western  festive  season. 

“I  reckon  that  this  is  mo- 
ronic.” said  Margarite  Shyp- 
kova,  head  of  a Moscow  firm 
which  controls  a squadron 
of  five  Father  Frosts  ready 
to  fly  at  a moment’s  notice 
to  Issue  presents  to  the  capi- 
tal’s children. 

“We  have  Pushkin  and 
Lermontov.  Let  them  sit  at 
home  in  the  West  with  their 
Playstations.  Our  children 
have  to  live  in  Russian  real- 
ity. We  have  our  Christmas 
on  January  7.  we  have  our 
own  fir  trees,  we  actively 
celebrate  new  year.  Why  do 
we  have  to  do  everything 
foe  way  they  do?” 

Since  foe  collapse  of  the 
Soviet  state,  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Christmas  on 
January  7 has  become  a 
holiday,  putting  extra  pres- 
sure on  parents. 

Now,  with  pro-Western 
Christmas  propaganda 
blowing  over  Russia,  tradi- 
tionalists see  the  festive 
season  extending  back- 
wards to  December  25. 

Russian  children  are  told 
that  Father  Frost  lives  in 
the  woods  and  delivers  pre- 
sents on  a sleigh  pulled  by 
three  horses. 

He  is  usually  accompa- 
nied by  Snegurochka,  the 
Snow  Maiden,  whose  task 
is  to  distract  the  Infants 
while  Father  Frost  gets  the 
presents  from  the  parents. 

Alexander  Davydov,  an 
actor  who  has  been  work- 
ing as  a Father  Frost  for  24 
years,  said:  “Our  Father 
Frost  is  acquiring  the  char- 
acteristics of  Santa  Claus.  I 
saw  one  with  a shortened 
coat,  it  was  neither  one 
thing  nor  the  other.” 

Konstantin  Petrov,  a for- 
mer Father  Frost  in  the 
police  force,  said:  “Moscow 
has  begun  to  live  with 
Christmas  earlier.  There 
are  many  foreign  shops  and 
restaurants  where  the  deco- 
rations have  been  up  for 
two  weeks  already.  But 
people  are  happy  to  have  an 
extra  holiday.” 

For  the  actors,  the  work 
is  a lucrative  seasonal  side- 
line. For  one  yolka,  as  the 
occasion  Is  known,  they  can 
earn  about  £65  — as  much 
as  they  get  in  a month  as  an 
actor. 


Safety  notice 


To  all  owners  of  NEC  G9 
or  G9D+  Mobile  Phones. 

Members  of  the  public  who  own  a NEC  G9  or  G9D-I-  mobile  phone, 
together  with  a rapid  charger  manufactured  by  Potrans  are  advised 
of  additional  safety  precautions.  The  advice  is  given  In  order  to 
avoid  risk  of  the  battery  charger  overheating. 

— Unplug  the  Potrans  battery  charger  when  not 
in  use 

— Only  recharge  the  phone  for  up  to  1 .5  hours 

— Only  use  the  charger  with  NEC  G9  or  G9D+ 
mobile  phones 

Owners  of  G9  or  G9D+  mobile  phones 
can  identify  if  they  have  a Potrans  rapid 
battery  chaiger  by  looking  at  the  siver  label 
(example  shown,  right)  and  model  number 
details  which  state  MRD-ADM-0004-05 
(nade  in  Taiwan  or  China). 

If  you  require  farther  information  or 
advice,  please  call  our  customer 
> on  01952  237188. 


NECfUK)  Lid,  NEC  House,  1 Victoria  Road, 
London  W3  6BL 
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The  sun  also  sets 

Japan  must  avoid  a downward  spiral 


NORTHERN  JAPAN  was  rocked  yester-  stead.  This  was  a seriously  miscon- 
day  by  two  fairly  strong  earthquakes  cerved  move  which  plunged  die  domes- 
but  it  was  much  less  of  a worry  to  the  tic  economy  into  an  unusual  contrac- 
goverament  than  the  seismic  shifts  in  tion  and  encouraged  competitive 
the  country's  financial  system.  If  stock  devaluations  among  Bast  Asian  econo- 
prices  continue  to  fall  as  they  have  mies  as  they  struggled  to  match  the 
done  recently  this  will  bring  nearer  the  ensuing  fall  of  the  yen.  This  week's 
nightmare  scenario  that  everyone  has  Japanese  package  contained  some  tax 
been  dreading:  a self-perpetuating  de-  reductions,  which  are  at  least  a step  in 
riinp  in  which  the  assets  of  banks  the  right  direction,  but  the  cuts  only 
(closely  tied  to  share  prices)  decline  went  a small  part  of  the  way  towards 
forcing  than  to  sell  additional  shares  reversing  the  previous  increases  in  con- 
thereby  depressing  the  markets  further  sumer  taxes.  So  for,  they  have  clearly 
— which  in  turn  reduces  their  capital  foiled  to  restore  confidence  in  the  Japa- 
bases  even  more,  thereby  prompting  nese  economy.  This  is  a potential  trag- 
yet  more  share  sales.  And  so  on  and  so  edy  not  only  for  Japan  but  also  for  the 
on  to  oblivion.  Small  wonder  that  yes-  rest  of  East  Asia  — including  South 
terday’s  Wall  Street  Journal  warned  Korea,  whose  problems  would  be 
that  the  vicious  circle  in  Asian  markets  greatly  alleviated  if  Japan  achieved 
had  become  “a  vortex  that  threatens  stability  accompanied  by  a stronger 
the  world's  second-largest  economy  yen. 

and,  by  extension,  the  global  economy  But  the  economic  obituaries  may  be 
itself.”  The  travails  of  other  Asian  premature.  For  all  its  very  real  — and 
countries  like  Thailand,  Malaysia  and  potentially  catastrophic  — financial 
South  Korea  have  been  well  chronicled  problems  the  Japanese  economy  is  for 
but  the  epicentre  of  the  problem  is  from  a basket  case.  Its  manufacturers 
Japan  itself  whose  past  economic  mis-  are  stQl  a formidable  global  force,  as 
takes  helped  to  trigger  the  financial  anyone  doing  Christmas  shopping  will 
collapse  of  the  whole  region.  confirm:  it  sports  a very  strong  trade 

Mercifully,  Japanese  exchanges  were  surplus  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  and 
dosed  yesterday  to  mark  the  Emperor's  with  America  in  particular:  it  has  the 
birthday.  Emperor  Akihito,  who  is  64,  lowest  interest  rates  in  the  world  yet  its 
wished  die  people  of  Japan  good  health  citizens  save  more  than  anyone  else  in 
in  the  coming  year.  They  will  need  it,  the  world.  The  problem  at  the  moment 
because  Japan’s  response  to  the  Asian  is  trying  to  separate  Japanese  citizens 
crisis  in  which  it  plays  a pivotal  role  from  their  cash.  There  is  no  guarantee 
has  become  a paradigm  case  of  too  little  that  they  would  spend  larger  tax  cuts 
too  late.  The  government’s  $9  billion  even  if  they  were  awarded.  Everything 
package  announced  last  month,  the  depends  on  confidence.  But  if  Japanese 
third  in  as  many  months,  contained  a consumers  don’t  feel  confident  enough 
number  of  useful  measures  to  support  to  spend  their  way  out  of  trouble  then 
the  financial  sector.  But  it  dismally  they  can’t  blame  outsiders  for  not  bav- 
faiiarf  to  address  the  country's  main  ing  confidence  in  Japan’s  economy, 
economic  problem  — lack  of  domestic  There  is  one  avenue  open  to  Japan  if 
demand  — in  a forthright  way.  Japan  tax  cuts  don’t  work.  It  is  the  classic,  and 
helped  to  dig  its  own  fiscal  grave  earlier  original,  Keynesian  avenue:  a gamine 
this  year  when,  instead  of  reducing  public  spending  programme.  For,  if 
tnyps  to  stimulate  home  demand,  the  consumers  are  go  on  strike,  govem- 
govemment  actually  raised  them  in-  ments  become  spenders  of  last  resort. 


New  times  at  the  Kremlin 

Boris  is  back  and  all’s  well  again:  for  the  moment 


THE  GOOD  NEWS  is  that  Boris  Yeltsin  for  its  coal  trains  either, 
is  back  at  his  desk,  so  says  the  Kremlin.  Is  this  too  gloomy  a view?  Some 
He  has  fUIIy  recovered  from  a viral  aspects  of  Russian  life  are  definitely 
infection  and  his  heart  is  fine.  His  top  improving.  Demand  elsewhere  for  lux- 
priority  now  is  to  prepare  for  talks  on  ury  items  such  as  furs  and  diamonds 
land  reform,  before  taking  a New  Year  may,  as  reported  yesterday  from  Copen- 
family  break  in  his  Gorky  dacha.  The  hagen  and  Amsterdam,  be  falling.  Not 
“Boris  is  the  best”  tendency  among  so  in  Moscow,  where  Newsday  records 
Western  governments  can  relax:  their  that  “every  Russian  woman  (has)  de- 
man  is  still  in  charge.  tided  to  throw  away  her  rabbit  coat  and 

The  bad  news?  At  this  season  it  would  get  a mink.”  And  they  are  not  all 
be  churlish  to  suggest  that  the  bad  news  support  staff  of  the  mafia  chiefs  either, 
is  also  that  Boris  Yeltsin  is  back . . . Let  Russians  are  said  to  spend  about  70  per 
us  admit,  as  many  Russians  do,  that  it  cent  of  their  income  on  consumer  goods 
is  better  to  stick  with  a familiar  face  in  and  convert  the  rest  into  foreign  cur- 
the  Kremlin  than  take  a chance  else-  rency  as  a hedge  against  inflation  — at 
where.  But  for  real  bad  news  we  don’t  least  those  that  have  an  income, 
have  for  to  look.  Also  from  Moscow  On  the  international  front  things  are 
though  only  briefly  reported  by  the  going  quite  well  too.  A spot  of  deft 
Russian  media,  there  has  been  the  Russian  diplomacy  defused  the  Iraqi 
usual  catalogue  of  crime.  This  includes  crisis  — the  one  before  today’s  crisis, 
a car  bomb  which  killed  one  person,  that  is.  Boris’s  friend  Bill  in  Washing- 
and  an  armed  break-in  at  a building  of  ton  is  poised  to  pay  a visit  early  in  the 
the  Russian  tax  police  in  which  one  new  year,  just  as  soon  as  the  Duma  can 
officer  was  killed.  The  masked  men  ratify  Start  IL  The  IMF  has  said  it  is 
opened  three  safes  and  left  with  a satisfied  with  the  Russian  govern- 
bundle  of  files.  They  were  almost  cer-  menf  s efforts  to  cut  spending  and  has 
tainly  acting  at  the  command  of  some  recommended  restarting  a ten  billion 
mafia  chief  — though  not  necessarily  dollars  loan.  Yesterday  Mr  Yeltsin  sent 
the  same  one  who  would  have  ordered  warm  greetings  around  the  world  and 
up  the  car  bomb.  was  lyrical  about  US-Russian  coopera- 

Mean while  in  far-off  Siberia  more  tion.  The  spirit  was  only  spoilt  by 
than  200  miners  in  the  Kedmerovo  Foreign  Minister  Yevgeny  Prinmakov 
region  have  blocked  the  Trans-Siberian  who  complains  that  it  is  turning  into  a 
railway  in  temperatures  of  minus  25  relationship  between  “patron  and  di- 
degrees  Celsius.  They  are  complaining  ent.”  In  the  end  perhaps  Mr  Yeltsin 
because  they  have  not  been  paid  for  at  deserves  an  apology.  Aren’t  things  go- 
least  two  months.  The  railway  Line  is  an  ing  really  well  in  Russia  now  — at  least 
innocent  victim  and  has  not  been  paid  by  comparison  with  Asia? 


Has  baby,  so  must  travel 

Some  case-notes  from  a distant  claimant’s  crib 


Report  on  We}fare-to-  Work  applicant  may  be  under  false  pretences  as  there 
"Af"  25/12/00:  An  unusual  case.  The  are  reports  that  die  has  a real  home 
claimant,  who  doesn’t  have  a surname,  elsewhere  (suggest  follow-up  by  Naza- 
has  shown  enterprise  in  coming  quite  a reth  case  officer), 
long  way  for  her  first  Gateway  Inter-  The  child  looks  well  looked  after  and 
view  but  may  not  be  eligible  for  ex-  is  resting  In  a back-to-basics  manger  in 
ponses  under  the  Travel  to  Interview  the  manner  of  Straw  wrapped  in  rags, 
scheme  since  the  journey  seems  to  have  Since  it  is  no  fault  of  the  child’s  perhaps 
been  done  by  donkey.  She  was  accompa-  a small  doming  allowance  would  be  in 
nied  by  her  partner  who,  she  claims,  is  order.  The  mother  is  in  good  health  and 
a carpenter  though  he  doesn't  have  an  there  is  no  obvious  impediment  to  her 
NVQ  or  indeed  any  other  qualification,  looking  for  a job.  She  might  be  eligible 
She  is  adamant  be  is  not  the  father  of  for  Parent  Plus  job  search  assistance 
her  child.  But  as  she  refuses  to  say  who  and  Child  Care  Disregard  if  a carer  can 
the  real  father  is,  she  can’t  be  recom-  be  found  as  long  as  the  gold  and  myrrh 
mended  for  Income  Support  until  she  found  nearby  aren’t  part  of  her  assets, 
can  provide  documentary  evidence.  Her  work  incentives  will  necessarily  be 

Nor  can  she  be  recommended  for  increased  when  news  of  the  Herodian 
Housing  Benefit  They  are  living  in  scheme  for  tackling  youth  unemploy- 
stables  with  no  evidence  that  rent  is  meat  gets  more  media  attention.  Mean- 
being paid.  Unless  she  can  prove  other-  while,  I told  her  that  the  best  thing 
wise  one  must  assume  she  is  taking  would  be  to  take  heed  of  the  new 
advantage  of  one  of  the  local  Crisis  at  Government’s  caring  philosophy  and 
Christmas  housing  projects.  Even  this  take  up  her  bed  and  walk. 


m&K  Off/ 

Vk\  twnkwb  the 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


How  the  cuts  would  disable  us  ^l^fnpbe" 

THE  government  benefit  people  with  disabilities.  In  life.  I learned  to  drive  an  ing  budget  combined.  Be  J AN  SSfSJj* 

review  isn’t  Just  about  particular.  adapted  vehicle,  became  mo-  might  consider,  whilst  he  Ifoe  fact faat  foe  Pnine  Mmr 

getting  “malin-  • The  bfll  abolishes  disabU-  bfle,  and  use  the  care  allow-  genuflects  before  the  Prmce  feter  wrote  an  article  foMon- 

gerers”  bade  to  work,  h is  a tty  appeal  tribunals.  These  ance  to  pay  people  to  help  in  of  Peace  tills  Christmas,  that  day  s Dajiy  ^ ,_tf, 

direct  attack  upon  the  right  of  were  established  in  1992  to  my  home.  This  means  I can  the  budget  for  the  Irttod 

dimbipd  people  to  live  fade-  hear  appeals  against  ded-  use  what  limited  energy  I missile  programme  is  bigger  mas  be  remrmmtmwmng 

pendently  (The  disabled  slons  relating  to  disability  have  <m  foil-time  work.  I have  than  all  of  them  combined.  onmememy,D^^aDws»J. 

dilemma,  December  23).  The  benefits.  One  of  their  major  moved  away  from  depen-  John  Medfanrst-  Be  feels 

world  Is  organised  to  exclude  strengths  is  that  they  have  to  drawer  on  family  and  friends  12S  Montgomery  Street,  yms  and  bewildered  .troops  ^ 

disabled  people  from  ftril  and  a member  who  has  and  taken  op  a job  in  a differ-  Hove,  Sussex.  (Sic)  J^ter  a~?^ea 

equal  participation.  The  non-  knowledge  or  experience  of  ent  part  of  the  country.  lam  ^ . . K<T1 

meam  baked  Disability  iJving  disability,  paying  into  my  pension  A PRIVATE  Member's  hill  the  Guardian.  Yet  I feel  confi 

Allowance  (DLA)  Is  provided  • The  bill  restricts  back-  scheme.  re-assort  a ftmdamen-  dent  to  i 

to  meet  the additional  costs  cf  dated  entitlement  of  disability  Does  the  feet  that  I cur-  tal  right  for  disabled  people,  anxiety  and  bewilderment 

disability  resulting  from  these  and  other  benefits  to  one  rently  work  mean  that  I has  just  passed  from  the  there  nay  be  would  hwre 

fhmusrfwiai  exciuaicn.  month.  This  win.  particularly  should  automatically  be  herd-  Lords  to  the  Commons.  The  worsened  had  the  Prime  Mtn- 

I am  registered  hiinri  and  hit  disabled  people  because  ed  into  the  not  in  “genuine  bill,  sponsored  by  Lord  Ash-  ister  sought  to  put  the  case 

receive  tfaefow  rate  mobility  tfe*y  are  least  likely  to  have  need"  category  Tony  Blair  ley  of  Stoke,  seeks  to  ensure  through  the  Guardian,  which 

and  medium  rate  care  compo-  access  to  information  and  ad-  speaks  of  for' disability  that  disabled  people’s  ser-  seems  to  see  its  role  as 

nents  of  DLA  1 am  in  full-time  vice  about  their  entitlements,  benefits?  vices  are  determined  by  their  spreading  anxiety  wherera: 

work  but  (despite  my  reta-  Unfortunately,  when  the  Jenny  bfitchelL  assessed  needs.  it  can.  Iran  imagine  the  ^ad- 

tively  high  wage)  find  it  diffi-  bill  went  before  the  House  of  15  Chapman  Avenue,  Earlier  this  year  the  Law  line:  “Stop  whlngelng,  Blair 

n^ii*  to  tti***  nzy  additional  Commons,  the  only  clause  to  Derby  DE24  oGN.  Lords  ruled,  in  a case  brought  tells  the  poor . 

daily  living  and  mobility  costs  receive  any  attention  was  by  Gloucester  County  Coun-  You  have  decided  against 

without  help.  that  relating  to  lane  parents.  As  A practising  solicitor,  cfl,  that  the  local  authority  any  proper  debate  on  the 

DLA  twiw  me  pay  for  souk-  David  Simmons.  AvhaisDan  of  the  disabil-  could  take  its  own  ability  to  issue  at  alL  Indeed,  your  dot 

one  to  do  my  washing,  clean-  118A  Edward  Road,  ily  charity,  John  Grooms,  and  pay  into  consideration  when  coverage  has  moved  into  full 

ing.  shopping  and  ivwne  ad-  London  E17  6NX.  a wheelchair  user,  I am  in-  establishing  levels  of  service,  betrayal  mode.  Statistical 

ministration,  assists  me  to  creasingly  worried  about  the  Lord  Ashley's  bin  seeks  to  facts  are  now  “black  propa- 

oontribute  towards  the  wel-  I AM  & disabled  person  “behind  closed  doors”  ap-  amend  the  1970  Chronically  ganda”,  spread  by  “desperate 

fere  of  others  through  valnn-  Iwhose  benefits  are  cur-  proach  of  welfare  reform  for  Sick  and  Disabled  Persons  spin  doctors”  as  part  of  a 

taiy  work  for  social  con-  renft?  under  review  in  the  people  with  disabilities,  from  Act  to  re-establish.-  disabled  frantic  damage  hmftatwfa.  ex- 
tact with  my  friends  and  Benefits  Integrity  project  a government  Led  by  a party  people's  needs  as  the  first  prl-  erdse”-The  facts  are  loot,  just 

family.  I spend  £340  per  month  (through  which  you  receive  a which  prides  itself  on  the  im-  ority.  It  is  Important  that  it  as  the  facte  on  lone  parents 

on  tiie  additional  costs  of  dis-  33-page  questionnaire  or  a portance  of  democracy.  receives  the  support  of  MPs.  were  lost  in  your  coverage  of 

ability,  apprarimately  filpn  of  visit  from  an  official  to  see  if  It  seems  as  if  we  are  return-  Bob  Benson.  that  issue, 

which  is  covered  by  DLA.  you  are  still  eligible  far  your  ing  to  those  dark  Dickensian  Director,  Disability  Scotland,  ..  You  also  suggest  that  there 

Because  I am  blind.  I am  benefits).  I wffl.  be  uneasy,  to  days  where  people  are  valued  Princes  House,  should  be  a difference  in 

not  eiigihio  for  community  say  the  least,  over  the  festive  solely  in  terms  of  their  ability  Edinburgh  EH24RG.  Labour’s  approach  pre-elec- 

care  services.  Budget  con-  period.  to  work,  rather  than  looking  tion,  when  we  “needed  the 

straints  force  the  council  to  To  get  my  DLA  In  the  first  forward  to  an  era  where  dis-  AVID  BRINDLE  is  In-  tabloids”  to  the  approach  In 
prioritise  disabled  people  it  place,  I went  to  appeal  stage,  aided  people  are  valued  as  Indeed  to  be  congratulated  government, 

perceives  to  be  hi  greater  which  was  the  most  humiliat-  people  first  on  being  named  “Journalist  This  suggests  we  should 

need.  Were  the  DLA  to  be  sub-  Ing  experience  of  my  life.  I David  Thompson.  of  the  Year”  for  revealing  the  have  run  on  one  platform  and 

jflef  fn  moans  testing  t amuM  was  cross-examined  like  a SO  Scrnttcm  Street,  Tones’ secret  cuts  in  war  pen-  govern  on  another  and  stop 

most  certainly  lose  all  entitle-  criminal.  However,  I was  London  EC2A4PH.  mens.  A much  greater  acco-  communicating  with  people 

mentto  it  awarded  the  middle  rate  care  lade  awaits  him  were  he  to  be  who  voted  Labour.  That 

Kirsten  Hearn.  and  higher  rate  mobility  com-  ^pHERE  is  nothing  like  a able  to  reveal  wbat  hard  really  would  have  been  a 

London  N4.  panes!  of  the  DLA  for  life.  I big  dose  af  pious  hypocri-  choices  our  Dear  Leader  has  betrayal. 

The  questionnaire  I have  now  sy  to  round  off  Christmas,  in  mind  for  than.  The  Mail  is  read  by  a large 

THE  Social  Security  BQ1  received  belies  tills  — as  it  is  The  Prime  Minister  thinks  it  Brian M Leahy.  number  of  people.  Many 

currently  going  through  essentially  a new  eiaim  form,  appalling  that  social  security  7 Stocks  Lane,  voted  Labour.  Also,  would  the 

Parliament  Implements  major  My  DLA  enabled  me  to  spending  is  bigger  than  the  Abingdon,  Guardian  have  reported  the 

fiit«  in  benefit  rights  for  make  huge  differences  in  my  health,  education  and  polio-  Oxon  0X13  6SG.  article  as  straight,  and  as 

prominently?  Had  the  Guard- 

~~  fan  run  the  article,  would  it 

New  England  * i In  brief...  Monday  morning  in  the  way 

H it  did?  I doubt  it. 

PAUL  Barker's  attempt  to  ^ 1 ^ J *THE  Diary  item  (December  Ian  may  lament  the  state  of 

define  the  English  (Land  * — ft  / I 23)  about  Korean  chickm  the  Labour  Party.  But  doesn’t 

of  the  lost,  December  22)  may  . » seres  brought  bark  happy  he  sometimes  lament  the 

require  some  updating  be-  . / J , memories  of  my  time  as  press  state  of  ths  Guardian  too,  and 

yond  Orwell  and  Housman.  daprfJPW.  / / / atficer  to  the  poultry  fair.  Each  Its  stereotypical  views  of  poli- 

English  culture  in  1997  is  ^/  //  ' .»  / year,  I was  hugely  diverted  by  tics,  politicians  and  the  poor? 

more  likely  to  be  the  Full  -trzr  ' x * i i J » i~m  the  appearance  of  the  Zen  Nip-  I remember  writing  a siml- 

Monty  and  OK  Computer.  _ - * pon  _ Chicken  Sexing  Jar  letter  when  the  Guardian 

Here  is  a mission  statement  " ’ * - ^ Association.  covered  in  similar  vein 

for  the  new  England  of  the  Petefenith.  the  “doomed”  battle  over 

21st  century:  . — " — oSnSk  4 Springfield  House,  Clause  4. 

Our  flag  Is  the  flag  of  St  Nottingham  NG34JB.  Alastair  Campbell. 

George.  Our  national  anthem  relationships  (“Historically,  ACCORDING  to  Paul  Chief  press  secretary, 

is  Candle  In  The  Wind  *97  by  is  the  presidency  of  the  EU  /ABarker,  the  time  has  came  VHE  report  that  religion  is  10  Downing  Street, 

Elton  John  (Goodbye  Eng-  . . . worth  more  than  a bucket  to  re-invent  England.  But  is  I disappearing  from  Christ-  London  SWiA  2AA. 

land’s  rose).  Anglo-Saxon,  of  spit?*)  is  a symptom  of  that  this  either  desirable  or  realis-  mas  is  quite  untrue.  At  a large  

Afro-Saxcm  and  Anglo-Aslans  aU4oo-cowmon  inward-look-  tic?  Nationalism  pursued  toy  shop,  I distinctly  heard  We  do  not  publish  letters  where 

make  up  the  race  known  as  ing  Englishness  that  blights  with  any  vigour  in  these  is-  three  shoppers  who  were  que-  only  an  e-mail  address  Is 

the  English  Europeans.  We  all  our  lives  on  this  island.  lands  — as  the  conflict  in  Ire-  ryfag  the  mortgage-price  level  supplied;  please  include  a full 

are  a nation  of  web-surfers  Historically,  as  he  should  land  shows  — inevitably  of  Spice  Girl  and  Teletubby  postal  address.  We  may  edit 

on-line  on  the  Internet  know,  post-cold  war  Europe  raises  Ideas  of  race.  dolls,  catt  upon  the  Lord.  letters:  shorter  ones  are  more 

We  are  a metropolitan  Is  returning  to  that  melting  The  visions  of  England  con-  John  Sheeran.  nkely  to  appear.  We  regret  we 

nation.  England’s  youth  are  pot  of  cultures  that  did  so  jured  up  by  Barker  belong  to  3 Southfield  Rise,  cannot  acknowledge  those  not 

the  best  educated  in  our  his-  much  for  19th  and  early  20th  an  Arcadia  set  in  southern  Cheltenham  GLS39LH.  used. 


THE  government  benefit 
review  isn't  just  about 
puttir^  Hiwiiifaii  “malin- 
gerers" back  to  work,  ft  is  a 
direct  attack  upon  the  right  of 
rti«»hieri  people  to  live  inde- 
pendently (The  disabled 
dfiommfl,  December  23).  Hie 
world  is  organised  to  exclude 
itiaahM  people  from  ftiTi  and 
equal  participation.  The  non- 
means  tested  Disability  Living 
Allowance  (DLA)  Is  provided 
to  meet  the  additional  costs  cf 
disability  resulting  from  these 
fhmus  nf  srvial  ggflnglCP. 

I am  registered  hitod  and 
receive  the  low  rate  mobility 
and  rm»dnmi  rate  care  compo- 
nents of  DLA  1 am  in  full-time 
work  but  (despite  my  rela- 
tively high  wage)  find  ft  diffi- 
cult to  meet  my  additional 
daily  living  and  mobility  co6ts 
without  tfatp. 

DLA  helps  me  pay  for  some- 
one to  do  my  washing,  clean- 
ing, shopping  and  hnine  ad- 
ministration, assists  me  to 
oanfrjbutB  towards  the  wel- 
fare of  others  through  volun- 
tary work  and  fix  social  con- 
tact with  ' my  friends  and 
family.  I spend  £340  per  month 
on  foe  additional  costs  of  dis- 
ability, approximately  £180  of 
which  is  covered  by  DLA 
Because  I am  Mind.  I am 
not  oiigihfa  for  community 
care  services.  Budget  con- 
straints force  the  council  to 
prioritise  disabled  people  ft 
perceives  to  be  in  greater 
need.  Were  the  DLA  to  be  sub- 
ject to  means  testing,  I would 
most  certainly  lose  all  entitle- 
ment to  it 
Kirsten  Hearn. 

London  N4. 

THE  Social  Security  BUI 
currently  going  through 
parliament  impiMwnis  major 
cuts  in  benefit  rights  for 


people  with  disabilities.  In 
particular: 

• The  bin  abolishes  disabil- 
ity appeal  tribunals.  These 
were  established  in  1992  to 
lwwr  appeals  against  deci- 
sions relating  to  disability 
benefits  One  of  their  major 
strengths  is  that  they  have  to 

rnehidst  a membai*  who  has 

knowledge  or  experience  of 
disability. 

• The  bill  restricts  back- 
dated entitlement  of  disability 
and  other  benefits  to  one 
month.  This  will  particularly 
hit  disabled  people  because 
they  are  least  likely  to  have 
access  to  information  and  ad: 
vice  about  their  entitlements. 

Unfortunately,  when  the 
bill  went  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  only  clause  to 
receive  any  attention  was 
that  relating  to  lone  parents. 

David  Simmons. 

118A  Edward  Road, 

London  E17  8NX. 

I AM  a disabled  person 
whose  benefits  are  cur- 
rency under  review  in  the 
Benefits  Integrity  project 
(through  which  you  receive  a 
33-page  questionnaire  or  a 
visit  from  an  official  to  see  if 
you  are  still  eligible  for  your 
benefits).  I will  be  uneasy,  to 
say  the  least  over  the  festive 
period. 

To  get  my  DLA  In  the  first 
place,  I went  to  appeal  stage, 
which  was  the  most  humiliat- 
ing experience  of  my  life.  I 
was  cross-examined  like  a 
criminal.  However,  I was 
awarded  the  middle  rate  care 
and  higher  rate  mobility  com- 
ponent of  the  DLA  for  life. 
The  questionnaire  I have  now 
received  belies  fills  — as  ft  Is 
essentially  a new  claim  form. 

My  DLA  enabled  me  to 
make  huge  differences  in  my 


life.  I learned  to  drive  as 
adapted  vehicle,  became  mo- 
bile, and  use  the  care  allow- 
ance to  pay  people  to  help  in 
my  ho*"**  This  means  I enn 
use  what  limited  energy  I 
have  an  frill-time  work.  I have 
moved  away  from  depen- 
dency on  family  mid  friends 
jm/f  ■Mam  np  a job  in  a differ- 
ent part  of  foe  country.  I am 
paying  into  my  pension 

Does  the  fact  that  I cur- 
rently work  mean  that  I 
«hnniii  automatically  be  herd- 
ed into  the  not  in  “genuine 
need”  category  Tony  Blair 
speaks  of  for  disability 
benefit*? 

Jenny  Mitchell- 
15  Chapman  Avenue, 

Derby  BE24  OGN. 

AS  A practising  solicitor, 
chatanan  of  the  disabil- 
ity charity,  John  Grooms,  and 
a wheelchair  user,  X am  in- 
creasingly worried  about  the 
“behind  closed  dons”  ap- 
proach of  welfare  reform  for 
people  -with  disabilities,  from 
a government  led  by  a party 
which  prides  itself  on  the  im- 
portance of  democracy. 

ft  seems  as  if  we  are  return- 
ing to  those  dark  Dickensian 
days  where  people  are  valued 
solely  In  terms  of  their  ability 
to  work,  rather  than  looking 
forward  to  an  on  where  dis- 
abled people  are  valued  as 
people  first 
David  Thompson. 

50  Scmtian  Street, 

London  EC2A4PH. 

^pHERE  is  nothing  like  a 
■ big  dose  of  pious  hypocri- 
sy to  round  off  Christmas. 
The  Prime  Minister  thinks  it 
appalling  that  social  security 
spending  is  bigger  than  the 
health,  education  and  polic- 


ing budget  combined.  He 
might  consider,  whilst  he 
genuflects  before  the  Prince 
of  Peace  this  Christmas,  that 
the  budget  for  foe  Trident 
missile  programme  is  bigger 
than  all  of  them  combined. 
John  Medfrnrst- 
128  Montgomery  Street, 

Hove,  Sussex. 

A private  Member's  bill 
to  re-assert  a fundamen- 
tal right  for  disabled  people, 
has  just  passed  from  the 
Lords  to  the  Commons.  The 
bill,  sponsored  by  Lord  Ash- 
ley of  Stoke,  seeks  to  ensure 
that  disabled  people’s  ser- 
vices are  determined  by  their 
assessed  needs. 

Earlier  this  year  the  Law 
Lords  ruled,  in  a case  brought 
by  Gloucester  County  Coun- 
cil, that  the  local  authority 
could  take  its  own  ability  to 
pay  into  consideration  when 
establishing  levels  cf  service. 
Lord  Ashley's  bin  seeks  to 
amend  foe  1970  Chronically 
Sick  and  Disabled  Persons 
Act  to  re-ostahHsh.  dfaahlfid  i 
people's  needs  as  tba  first  prl- 1 
ority.  ft  is  important  that  it 
receives  foe  support  of  MPs. 
Bob  Benson. 

Director,  Disability  Scotland, 
Princes  House, 

Edinburgh  EH24RG. 

DAVID  BRINDLE  is  in- 
deed to  be  congratulated 
on  being  named  “Journalist 
of  foe  Year”  for  revealing  the 
Tories’  secret  cuts  in  war  pen- 
mens. A much  greater  acco- 
lade awaits  him  were  he  to  be 
able  to  reveal  wbat  hard 
choices  our  Dear  Leader  has 
in  mind  for  than. 

Brian  M Leahy. 

7 Stocks  Lane, 

Abingdon, 

OxonOX136SG. 


New  England 

PAUL  Barker's  attempt  to 
define  the  Engtich  (Land 
of  the  lost,  December  22)  may 
require  some  updating  be- 
yond Orwell  and  Housman. 
English  culture  in  1997  is 
more  likely  to  be  the  Full 
Monty  and  OK  Computer. 
Here  is  a mission  statement 
for  the  new  England  of  the 
21st century; 

Our  flag  Is  the  flag  of  St 
George.  Our  national  anthem 
is  Candle  In  The  Wind  *97  by 
Elton  John  (Goodbye  Eng- 
land's rose).  Anglo-Saxon, 
AfroSaxon  and  Anglo-Aslans 
make  up  the  race  known  as 
the  English  Europeans.  We 
are  a nation  of  web-surfers 
on-line  on  the  Internet. 

We  are  a metropolitan  I 
nation.  England’s  youth  are 
the  best  educated  in  oar  his- 
tory and  we  have  at  our  dis- 
posal technology  which  nan 
do  almost  anything,  which  is  ! 
why  2000  to  2010  is  going  to  be 
the  decade  of  foe  possible. 

In  this  way,  the  apogee  of 
England  will  be  reached.  i 
Des  Brown. 

17  Mayfield  Road. 

Newcastle  Upon  Tyne  NE3  4HR. 

AS  A Soot  living  in  Eng-  ! 
/Viand,  I am  well  aware  that 
ft  Is  much  easier  to  define  a 
culture  moulded  In  adversity 
than  one  apparently  rodder- 1 
less,  but  that  is  no  excuse  for  i 
parochialism. 

Barker’s  dismissal  of  foe 
importance  of  our  European 


vy. 


relationships  ^Historically, 
is  the  presidency  of  the  EU 
...  worth  more  than  a bucket 
of  spit?*)  is  a symptom  of  that 
aU-too-common  inward-look- 
ing Englishness  that  blights 
all  our  lives  on  this  island. 

Historically,  as  he  should 
know,  post-cold,  war  Europe 
Is  returning  to  that  melting 
pot  of  cultures  that  did  so 
much  for  19th  and  early  20th 
century  literature  and  art, 
and  which  Elgar,  Vaughan 
Williams  and  that  much 
under-rated  Gerald  Finzi 
both  drew  upon  and 
enriched. 

To  ignore  it  not  to  use  the 
EU  presidency  and  whatever 
other  opportunities  the  new 
(or  more  accurately,  recreat- 
ed) Europe  presents  to  under- 
pin OUr  culture  and  anrlrh 
both  ourselves  and  others,  is 
to  succumb  to  those  pressures 
from  across  the  Atlantic  he  so 
bemoans. 

Duncan  Brown. 

18  Alma  Terrace, 

Greenside, 

Tyne  & Wear  NE404SD. 


Prescriptions  for  pain  control 


DON  ASTON’S  letter  (De- 
cember 18)  suggests  that 
doctors  are  getting  canftasing 
and  contradictory  advice 
regarding  the  control  of 
dutmic  pain  in  dying  pa- 
tients. He  states  that  major 
differences  exist  between  the 
recommendations  in  our 
paper  in  the  British  Medical 
Journal  (September  27)  and 
that  in  the  British  National 
Formulary  (No  34.  September 
1997).  He  links  these  differ- 
ences to  foe  acknowledged 


wide  spectrum  cf  opinion  on 
euthanasia. 

We  cannot  Identify  the  dif- 
ferences to  Which  he  refers. 
Both  publications  support  the 
importance  of  tailoring  the 
dose  of  a pain-ktHer  such  as 
morphine  to  each  patient 
There  Is  no  arbitrary  upper 
limit  to  the  dose  used  and  die 
rirfiwi  use  of  morphine  and 
similar  drugs,  will,  confer 

benefit  rather  than  harm  Tn 
order  to  bring-  pain  under 
control  we  recommend  regu- 


ACCORDING  to  Paul 
/VBarker,  foe  time  has  come 
to  re-invent  England.  But  is 
thi<  either  desirable  or  realis- 
tic? Nationalism  pursued 
with  any  vigour  in  these  is- 
lands— as  the  conflict  In  Ire- 
land shows  — inevitably 
raises  ideas  of  race. 

The  visions  of  England  con- 
jured up  by  Barker  belong  to 
an  Arcadia  set  in  southern 
England,  if  not  the  home 
counties.  Or  they  hark  back 
to  war-time  militarism  and 
the  stiff  upper  lip — an  image 
irrevocably  destroyed  by  the 
emotive  and  multi-cultural 
homage  to  Princess  Diana. 
Faced  with  a rapidly  chang- 
ing, diverse  and  globalising 
world,  no  doubt  some 

“English”  intpUpohigl « wffl 

take  resort  in  romantic 
myths.  But  are  they  seriously 
suggesting  that  a modern.  In- 
clusive seise  of  Englishness 
could  be  fashioned  from  such 
material? 

Simon  Partridge. 

27  Beresferd  Road, 

London  N28AT. 


far  four-hourly  doses  of  mor- 
phine with  additional  extra 
doses  for  breakthrough  pain  i 


In  brief ... 

THE  Diary  item  (December 
23)  about  Korean 
seres  brought  back  happy 
memories  cf  my  time  as  press 
officer  to  the  poultry  fair.  Each 
year,  I was  hugely  diverted  by 
foe  appearance  of  the  Zen  Nip- 
pon Chicken  Sexing 
Association. 

Peter  Smith. 

4 Springfield  House. 

Nottingham  NG34JB. 

THE  report  that  religion  is  j 
disappearing  from  Christ- 
mas is  quite  untrue.  At  a large 
toy  shep,  I distinctly  heard  | 
three  shoppers  who  were  que- 1 
ryfag  the  mortgageprice  level , 
of  Spice  Girl  and  Teletubby 
dolls,  caft^ upon  the  Lord. 

John  Sheeran.  i 

3 Southfield  Rise, 
fliritnnhiim  GL539LH  I 


A Country  Diary 


The  essential  message  is 
that  the  dose  win  vary  with 
foe  severity  of  the  pain,  the, 
nature  of  it.  its  affective  com- 
panent  ^ fop  variations  in 
the  metabolism  of  the  drug  in 
any  patient 
Dr  Marie  Fallon. 

Western  Infirmary, 

Glasgow. 

Dr  B01  O'Neal. 

BMAEbose, 

Tavistock  Square, 

London  WC1H9JP. 


TAMAR  VALLEY:  Heads 
down,  a party  of  28  avocets 
move  against  the  glittering. 
Incoming  tide,  sieving  the 
water  with  slender  up-curved 
bills,  wading  on  long,  angiPd 
legs,  preening  as  they  go, 
swimming  and  upending  in 
foe  constant  search  for  food 
between  mud  and  shallows. 
Alan  has  brought  me  down 
river  in  his  fiat-bottomed 
dinghy  an  a blustery  wJd 
afternoon  for  my  first  ever 
view  of  avocets,  winter  visi- 
tors to  the  Tamar  estuary. 
Past  Pentillie  castle  we  see 

mallard,  snipe,  shnltinck,  cur- 
lew. and  42  plump  Canada 
geese,  waddling  towards  foe 
sun  on  the  bank  within  foe 
South  Hooe  meander.  Near 
Clifton's  expansive  mudbank 
a shag  flies  low,  splashing 
across  the  shallow  water 
towards  Hole’s  Hole  and,  in 
the  distance,  another  six 
perch  above  the  water  line, 
hanging  out  their  wings. 
Clouds  dear  away  and  grey 
lichened  trees  on  the  steep 
cliff  opposite  glow  fiery,  bril- 
liant orange  in  foe  low  . sun. 
No  sign  of  avocets.  Perhaps 


they  are  around  the  comer,  in 
the  lea  of  the  cold  wind.  There 
they  are.  The  setting  mid- win- 
ter sun  shines  across  the  daz- 
zling mudbank,  reflecting 
pink  and  gold  on  these  grace- 
ful birds.  In  a tight  bunch, 
intent  on  dipping  awn  dab- 
bling along  the  margins  of  the 
flooding  tide,  they  give  the 
illusion  of  rapid  movement  as 
sparkling  water  flows  in  fast, 
racing  against  their  elegant 
forms.  Clouds  mask  foe  sun 
and  their  black  and  white 
marking  are  immediately 
distinctive,  black  crowns  and 
napes,  wing  and  bads  stripes 
conspicuous  against  mono- 
chrome mud  and  water.  We 
push  an  oar  into  soft  Mack 
mud  and  back-off  quietly,  out 
of  the  shallow  water,  belong  a 
line  of  scum,  intn  deeper 
water  of  the  main  rhannri 
Grey  water  is  chopped  with 
gold,  trees  sin  Lifter  wood 
already  dark,  foe  fop  most 
brandies  silhouetted  againc* 
foe  western  Sky.  High  up, 
about  Mount  Ararat  a flock 
of  rooks  swirls  to  foe  last  rays 
of  sunlight. 
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The  Guardian  Wednesday  DeomW  o„  1Q07 


Diary 


Emily  Barr 


W^WCTRRK  is  marvBUrwm 
H news  for  anyone  who 
■ has  been  following  the 
Diary’s  efforts  to  extract  in- 
formation  from  Downing 
Street  For  lo,  a Christmas 
message  has  arrived  from 
the  press  office,  and  these 
are  Its  contents:  “We  wish 

the  many  staff  and  two  read- 
ers of  the  Guardian  Diary 
Fan  accidental  transposi- 
tion there  by  Number  10]  a 
Many  Christmas  and  a 
Happy  New  Year  in  which, 
miracle  tfmtn>cii^  ypp 
find  a story  that  is  interest- 
ing, Informative,  and.  who 
knows,  even  flamy.” 
Frankly,  we  had  hoped  for  . 

something  a little  less 
snide,  hut  remind  onrselves 
that  they  are  politicians. 
Our  Joy  Is  heightened  by  the 
arrival  of  something  on 
which  we  had  almost  given 
up  hope:  two  photos  of 
Mandy^s  helper  Oofy  Wegg- 
Prosser.  sent  ananymniwiy 

by  “a  devoted  reader”.  They 
are  not,  regrettably,  of  suf- 
ficient quality  fbr  publica- 
tion at  present,  but  we  wiH 
have  them  computer  en- 
hanced over  the  festive 
period  and  bring  them  to 
you  shortly. 


G KEEPINGS  to  Coun- 
cillor David  Osland, 
who  speaks  to  the 
Croydon  Advertiser  about 
the  unsolved  Stephen  Law- 
rence murder  case.  He  has  a 
brilliant  idea:  the  police 
could  sue  the  Lawrence  fam- 
ily ! Although  the  council- 
lor, formerly  deputy  assis- 
tant commissioner  for 
South  East  London,  con- 
cedes that  the  report  into 
the  investigation  is  a 
“scathing  indictment*  ’ of 
the  force,  he  says  that,  con- 
trary to  the  feelings  of  the 
bereaved  family , it  does  not 
find  that  police  were  racist. 
“My  advice  to  the  officers 
concerned  would  be  to  con- 
sider legal  action,”  he  sug- 
gests. Merry  Christmas  to 
you.  Councillor  Dave. 


PXUDE  of  place  among 
the  Diary’s  Christmas 
cards  goes  to  the  of- 
fering from  the  Egyptian 
Embassy.  The  front  of  the 
card  is  blank,  while  the 
back  Is  plain  white.  Inside 
there  is  some  more  blank- 
ness, alleviated  only  by  a 
stamped  message  and  no 
signature.  We  have  chosen 
to  think  of  the  card  as  a 
vivid  portrayal  of  the  pyra- 
mids, some  camels  and  the 
lone  and  level  sands  of  the 
desert,  in  a blizzard. 


[ EAN  WHILE  John 
Redwood,  the 
I Diary’s  erstwhile 
Youth  Culture  correspon- 
dent, has  made  a laborious 
series  ofjokesl  Ponder  the 
time  it  must  have  taken  to 
come  up  with  19  songs  that 
Labour  ministers  and  their 
friends  could  sing  to  each 
other.  For  example.  Stand 
By  Me  could,  Redders  pos- 
its, be  sung  by  Robinson  to 
Blair,  while  Chexie  might 
serenade  Humphrey  with 
Go  Now.  Or  there’s  Who’s 

Sorry  Now?  (Blair  to  elec- 
torate); Tony  you  can 
drive  my  cars  (Ecclestone  to 
Blair*  and  Bom  to  be  King 
(Lord  Irvine  to  himself). 


THE  Downing  Street 
fiunily  welcomes  an- 
other member.  Con- 
gratulations to  Phil  Bassett, 
business  editor  of  the 
Times,  on  bis  appointment 
as  a special  adviser.  He  will 
be  nice  and  near  to  his  wife, 
Blair  favourite  Lady  Sy- 
mons, who  is  a foreign  office 
minister.  Isn’t  that 
heartwarming?  


ON  yesterday’s  subject 
of  uncanny  predio- 
tlons,  Richard  Little- 
john's Daily  Mail  column 
from  January  2 is  brought 

to  my  attention.  “Lady  Di 
roinmH  from  a three-mouth 
holiday  tn  Barbuda,”  pre- 
dicts the  sage,  “to  attend 

>hA  delayed  London  pre- 
miere of  Crash.  The 
following  day  she  is  filmed 
in  a mortuary  watching  a 
post  mortem  on  the  victim 

of  a multiple  plle-np.”  Well 

done  Richard.  No  wonder 
you’re  Britain’s  most 
MgWy  paid  columnist.  __ 
Talking  of  which.  Richard  s 
new  salary,  the  Diary  is  reli- 
ably informed,  could  actu- 
ally be  dosertn  a million 
pounds  than  the  800  grand 


at  twice  the  price. 


COMMISERATIONS  to 
the  football  team 
whose  offside  trap  let 

them  down  leading  to  a 45-0 
defeat.  Players  were  meant 

to  be  alerted  to  thrirafBlde 
status  by  a sound,  but  the 

system  did  not  work, 
reports  Disability  Now,  and 

the  team,  Rotherham  Deaf 
FC,  is  now  considering 
other  options. 


kz — -v— "* 


If  we  really  try,  it  makes 
a wonderful  difference 


COMMENT  AND  ANALYSIS  9 


Commentary 


Jonathan 

Freedland 


O 


NE  film  is  wiiaimp 
from  the  current 
James  Stewart  sea- 
son, now  playing  on 
BBC2.  As  it  happens,  it’s  foe 
most  festive-appropriate 
movie  of  the  bunch  — it’s  a 
Wonderful  Life,  now  on  gen- 
eral release  at  the  rfiwia 
therefore  held  back  from  the 
small  screen.  Which  is  a pity, 
because  Frank  Capra’s  mas- 
terpiece is  more  than  a warm 
slice  of  Yuletide  fere.  It  also 
suggests  a novel  way  we  could 
all  use  Christmas. 

For  those  who’ve  never 
seen  it.  It’s  A Wonderful  Life 
takes  place  today  — on 
Christmas  Eve.  It  tells  the 
story  of  George  Bailey,  a 
simple,  decent  man  trapped 
in  the  simple,  decent,  but 
deadly-dun  town  of  Bedford 
Falls.  Weighed  down  by  finan- 
cial disaster,  he’s  on  the 
brink  of  suicide  — saved  only 


by  his  guardian  angeL  The 
spirit  grants  George  his  wish, 

allowing  him  to  see  how  his 

life  would  have  tamed  oat  if 

he  had  never  been  bom.  With- 
out George  Bafley,  Bedford 
Falls  has  becooie  Pottersvme, 
a.  heartless  Sodom  of  strip- 
joints  and  pawn  shops  — 
formed  in  the  image  of  foe 
town's  pin-striped,  cigar  - 
chomping  capitalist,  Henry  F 
Potter.  George  can’t  stand  it 

He  begs  to  return  to  the  Bed- 
ford Falls  he  once  reviled. 
Once  baric  home  he  realises 
he  has  — Just  Wra  the  angel 
said — had  a wonderful  life. 

It  is  a splendid  fairy  tai»,  a 
Christmas  Carol  for  the  20th 
century.  In  America,  watch- 
ing it  tots  heerwnp  a folk  *T-grTj- 

tkm.  Screened  at  different 
times  on  almost  every  chan- 
nel, this  51-year  old  movie  has 
joined  wtsMiw  anH  turkey  as 
an  indispensable  part  of  foe 
season — foe  US  equivalent  of 
tha  Queen’s  annnai  broad- 
cast Two  Christmases  ago.  I 
saw  it  in  foe  Pop  Stop  — a 
little  cafe  which  served  a 
mainly-gay  neighbourhood  of 
Washington.  DC.  Several  cf 
the  people  there  hart  no  fam- 
ilies of  their  own,  several 
more  were  living  with  Aids.  If 
Capra's  film  alone  wasn't 
enough  to  produce  a few 
tears,  then  seeing  it  with  a 


roomfol  of  reed-thin  wmi, 
hnddiqd  imriw  blankets,  guar- 
anteed it. 

In  foe  US  it’s  fashionable  to 
see  the  movie  as  a parable 
about  the  dark  underside  cf 
foe  American  Dream:  within 
every  Bedford  Falls,  there 
lurks  a Fottersvfile.  For  con- 
servatives it  is  a paean  to  the 
American  heartland,  a place 
crammed  with  war  heroes, 
stay-at-home  moms  and  lots 
cf  bard  work.  For  liberals  it's 
a scaMlne  attack  on  capital- 
ism, with  the  Scrooge-like 
Potter's  lust  for  profit  the 
most  m»iipn  tbrc8  tu  foe  pic- 
ture. 

The  cultural  gauleiters  of 
McCarthyism  took  the  latter 
view,  regarding  Frank  Ca- 
pra's tales  of  foe  little  guy  bat- 
tling tim  system — whether  in 
Mr  Deeds  Comes  To  Town  or 

Mr  Smith  tin pq  to  WiwWnglnn 

— as  dangerously  pink,  even 
thnqgh  the  Sicilian-born  di- 
rector was  a lifelong  Republi- 
can. Either  way.  George  Bai- 
ley’s nightmare  now  looks 
bleakly  prescient,  foreseeing 
foe  death  of  smalltown  values 
and  their  replacement  in  the 

US  by  fi  Ugly  mn^PuHaTlam 

There  are  more  universal 
themes.  Despite  Capra’s  repu- 
tation for  ngn+irnAntail  I cm  — 

hta  work  was  dismissed 
as  “Capracom”  — It's  A Won- 


derful Life  trades  In  some 
serious  emotional  currency: 
suicide,  mortality,  jn^pHy 
and  above  all,  disappoint- 
ment “What  are  you  but  a 
warped,  frustrated  young 
man?"  Potts-  taunts  Bailey, 
reminding  him  that  be  once 
dreamed  of  travelling  the 
world,  doing  “something  big 
and  important”. 

But  George  never  did  leave 
town,  never  did  lassoo  the 
moon  like  be  promised.  Obli- 
gations to  friends  *nrt  family 
kept  him  back,  time  after 
time.  So  he  to  watch  as 

hiS  high  a>)wnl  phinw  m«Vp«  a 

great  fortune  or  his  brother  is 
decorated  for  valour.  The 
film’s  strength  flows  from  its 
bold  statement  that  life  is 
about  our  responsibilities  to 
others,  fo***  with  thww  comes 
envy,  pain  and  sacrifice  — 


There’s  envy,  pain 
and  sacrifice — 
but  the  rewards,  in 
warmth  and 
fellowship,  make  it 
all  worthwhile 


but  foe  rewards,  in  warmth 
and  fellowship,  ultimately 
malm  ft  all  wfirthwhlto 
This  view  of  community  is 
a useful  one  to  grasp  this 
Christmas.  The  first  threat  to 

Hw  Baflay  Rntliting  & T/wn 

company  prompts  Jimmy 
ffl-owwM-t**  character  t*»  make  « 
speech  which  could  serve  as  a 
perfect  summary  of  the  case 
for  mutuality  — a principle 

Which  trmV  a haiTirnpring  In 
1997,  as  Britain’s  major  build- 
ing societies  scrambled  to 
transform  themselves  into 


banks  (foe  enemy  in  lt‘s  A 
Wonderful  Life).  George  ex- 
plains to  his  panicked  bor- 
rowers that  their  money  is 
not  sitting  in  a safe,  but  tied 
up  in  their  next  door  neigh- 
bour’s house.  “We’ve  got  to 
stick  together,  we’ve  got  to 
have  faith  in  each  other.”  he 
pleads,  echoing  today’s  advo- 
cates of  “social  capital”  and 
“civic  connectedness”  who 
seek  Bailey-style  friendly 
societies  to  take  care  of  hous- 
ing, health  and  even  welfare 
provision.  But  while  contem- 
porary rnmwnnitarigqs  grp 

prone  to  syrupy  idealism 
when  Imagining  the  close- 
knit  community.  Frank  Capra 
knows  how  such  places  can 
also  stifle  and  suffocate. 

Perhaps  foe  chief  Christ- 
mas value  of  the  movie, 
though,  lies  elsewhere.  Many 
of  ns  wonder  what  this  season 
is  meant  to  hold  for  foe  mil- 
lions of  Britons  lirwnmm  I Kprt 
to  Christianity.  The  lament 
that  Christmas  is  more  about 
retail  than  religion  is  an  old 
one,  as  is  the  complaint  that 
foe  closest  we  have  to  a com- 
munity these  days  Is  foe  cast 
of  TV  characters  that  come 
round  every  year  — from  Del 
Boy  to  Noel  Edmonds.  It’s  A 
Wonderful  Life  offers  a poss- 
ible alternative.  Might  it  be  a 
nsefol  exercise  to  follow 
George  Bailey  and  imagine 
bow  the  world  would  look  if 
we  were  not  in  it?  If  every- 
thing seemed  much  worse,  we 
could  be  comforted  that  we 
hart  made  a difference.  If  all 
was  the  same,  we  would  have 
an  idea  what  more  we  need  to 
do.  Frank  Capra  once  said  foe 
movies  were  an  Ideal  vehicle 
for  “spiritual  and  moral  reas- 
surance”. We  could  an  do 
with  some  of  that  this  Christ- 
mas. A trip  to  see  Capra’s  best 
film  might  be  a good  place  to 
start 


Contrary  to  the  rhetoric  of  MPs  who  are  denouncing  the  Government’s  benefits  plans, 
George  Watson  argues  that  socialists  historically  cared  little  for  the  welfare  state 

Labour’s  welfare  lie 


WHENEVER 

Labour  cuts 
benefits,  some- 

one says  they 
are  forgetting 
their  socialist  traditions. 
What  traditions?  Socialists 
have  been  sceptical  about 
state  welfare  for  over  100 
years,  if  not  downright  hos- 
tile. In  Unto  This  Last,  a book 
that  converted  Gandhi  to 
socialism.  John  Ruskln 
bluntly  demanded  foot  the 
state  should  put  the  unem- 
ployed in  institutions  to  work 
ona fixed  wage.  --- 
Anyone  who  refused  should 
be  “set  under  compulsion  of 
the  strictest  nature  to  foe 
more  painful  and  degrading 
forms  of  necessary  toil”,  un- 
paid, in  coal-mines  and  other 
dangerous  places,  tDl  they 
“come  to  sounder  mind 

respecting  the  laws  of  employ- 
ment”. 

Twenty  years  later  William 
Morris  nimip  a gimUar  sug- 
gestion in  a pamphlet  called 
Useful  Work  versus  Useless 
ToEL  Shaw  and  Wells  went 
further,  and  wanted  to  exter- 
minate the  lazy  and  the  unfit. 
So  socialist  traditions  include 
forced  labour  and 
extermination. 

Harriet  Harman  has  not  yet 
proposed  camps  for  single 
parents;  New  Labour  is  not 
Old  Socialist  yet  But  if  the 
left  really  wants  to  return  to 
the  traditions  of  mrialiam.  it 
should  take  the  trouble  to  dis- 
cover what  they  were. 

Before  1945  Labour  was 
simply  rndHferent  to  the  idea 
of  a national  health  service; 
so  ynnnh  so  that  in  1943  Jenny 
Lee  stood  against  Labour  at  a 
byelection  on  the  slogan  “We 
Want  Beveridge".  She  knew 
the  Labour  leaders  did  not 
want  it.  William  Beveridge 
himself,  in  his  autobiography, 
has  left  a record  erf  how  they 
^prided  his  report  The  great- 
est Labour  historian  of  Ms 
generation,  Henry  Pelting, 
has  remarked  that  state 
h«»tth  provision  was  no  part 
of  Labour  policy  before  foe 
war.  And  why  not?  Because 
the  distant  goal  of  social- 
ism” absorbed  much  of  their 
thinking  and  even  more  cf 


their  tgTktng.  In  other  words. 


Labour  did  not  advance  the 
cause  of  a national  health  ser- 
vice. It  delayed  it  If  you  want 
to  abolish  capitalism,  after 
all,  it  Is  an  elementary  pre- 
caution not  to  humanise  it  - 
Perhaps  foe  world-wide  re- 
cord of  socialism  and  its  stin- 
giness needs  to  be  recalled 
more  often,  to  foe  1950s,  when 
I worked  at  foe  Council  of 
Europe  in  Strasbourg,  I 
remember  restoring  foe  tis- 


sues of  three  Labour  MP*s 
with  cups  of  tea.  They  had 
just  come  out  of  a debate  on 
harmonising  welfare  among 
member-states  and  had  dis- 
covered, to  their  amazement 
and  horror,  that  after  six 
years  of  Attlee  government 
provision  was  lower  in  Brit- 
ain flmn  in  France,  Germany 
and  Benelux,  all  ruled  by 
largely  religious  coalitions. 

When  the  two  Germany's 


Brown-nosers  step  forward 


Simon  Hoggart 


You 
daring 


may  recall  that 
daring  the  Major  ad- 
ministration one  of 
the  principal  Jobs  of  Tory 
backbenchers  was  b«taf5  ob- 
sequious. As  the  Govara; 

around  them, 

itnrt  to  be  hurled  into  the 


had  to  — 
breaches, 
tenable 
bursts  -* 
The  _ 
political 
fleed.  I--- 

Brandreth, 
that  single 
to  May? 
Simon  " 


be  hurled  into  the 
shoring  up  un- 
le  positions  with 

of  sycophnntiefire. 

flower  of  Britain  s 
1 youth  was  sacrir 
Remember  Gyles 
v cut  down  cm 
e day  of  savagery 
y?  Jacques  Arnold? 
Coombs?  Or  Michael 


Fabrlcant?  They  were  the 
greasiest  of  their  genera- 
tion, now  lost,  all  lost.  (Ac- 
tually Fabrlcant  is  still 
with  ns.  but  devotes  his  life 
to  the  cause  of  banning  con- 
tinental toilets.) 

At  the  beginning  of  the 
year  I thought,  to  my  nasty 
cynical  way,  that  as  soon  as 
Labour  got  into  power  they 
would  be  acting  In  the  same 
fagfrinn  within  a month, 
praising  the  mnltitndinoos 
achievements  accom- 
plished by  New  Labour  In 
four  short  weeks. 

1 was  quite  wrong.  In  fact 
they  were  offfrozn  the  very 
first  day.  Of  course,  actual 
achievements  were  thin  on 
the  ground  at  that  stage, 
but  that  didn’t  stop  them 
praising  ftrtnre  triumphs. 
The  technique  was  to  out- 
line a problem,  blame  it  on 
the  Tories  and  aritinjiucc 
jifftf  fceftinn  whether  the 
new  prime  iiriiifatsi  had 
any  plan16  to  tackle  it.  By -a 
wonderful  co-incidence,  he 
always  had.  _ -If__ 

At  his  very  first  Question 


Time,  Tony  Blair  was  asked 
if  he  was  aware  of  the  need 
for  effective  measures  to 
prevent  crime  — Jean  Cor- 
ston  (Bristol  E)  had  the 
honour  of  sending  over  that 
first  lob. 

Seconds  later  Stephen 
Twigg,  the  conqueror  of 
Portillo,  Inquired  whether 
Mr  Blair  was  aware  of 
widespread  public  concern 
about  the  growth  of  drug 
abuse.  (What  did  he  expect? 
A round-eyed- reply:  “D*yuu 
know,  nobody,  has  ever 
mentioned  that  to  me?”) 
Would  he  provide  an  out- 
line of  the  Government's 
plans  to  tackle  the  problem. 
You  bet  he  would] 

But  these  were  mere  ama- 
teurs, and  moments  later 
had  to  make  way  for  a real 
professional  brown-noser. 
Mr  Stuart  Bell  (Middlesbor- 
ougb)  found  plenty  to  laud 
already.  A programme  of 
dynamic  action!  A Queen’s 
Speech  containing  no  fewer 
ffiwi  26  bills,  "much  to  the 
delight  of  the  public!”.  New 
powers  for  the  Bank  of  Eng- 


united  in  1990,  it  was  discov- 
ered that  welfare  provision  in 
the  capitalist  west  was  more 
than  twice  that  of  the  “social- 
ist” east,  and  the  cost  to  west- 
ern Germany  has  proved 
enormous.  Nobody  quite  likes 
to  mention  this  or  to  draw  the 
obvtous  conclusion:  that  capi- 
talism Is  more  generous  than 
socialism.  Nobody  bothers  to 
study  the  record,  or  not  often. 
To  salute  an  exception:  when 


land  and  better  regulation 
of  the  City!  “Can  the  Prime 
Minister  tell  the  House 
what  he  proposes  as  an  en- 
core?” — remember  this 
was  the  very  first  Question 
Time. 

On  and  on  they  went.  The 
next  week  Barry  Sheerman 

(Huddersfield)  wondered 
aloud  whether  Mr  Blair 
agreed  that  18  years  of  the 
Conservatives’  misguided 
policies  had  done  great 
damage  to  our  town  and 
city  centres?  (It  turned  out 
that  he  did.) 

THE  chap  1 feel  sorry 
for  is  the  generally  ad- 
mirable Roger  Berry 
of  Kingswood.  Here  he  is  on 
July  2:  “Win  my  Right  Hon- 
ourable friend  acknowl- 
edge the  warm  welcome 
given  by  disabled  people  to 
the  Government’s  pledge  to 
introduce  comprehensible 
and  enfordble  civil  rights 
legislation?”  Mr  Berry,  an 
activist  for  disabled  people, 
may  be  having  second 
thoughts  now. 

As  the  Government’s 
problems  mounted,  the 
need  for  uncritical  adula- 
tion has  grown.  Here;  for 
example,  is  Jacqni  Smith 


Neil  Kinnock.  as  Labour 
leader,  boldly  armnimnad  that 
he  owed  his  education  to  the 
Labour  Party,  one  journalist, 
mere  alert  than  most  discov- 
ered he  had  been  to  a board 
school.  Board  schools  were 
founded  by  foe  Balfour  gov- 
ernment in  1902. 

How  was  the  secret  kept? 
How  have  socialists  con- 
vinced so  many,  opponents 
and  friends  ali1n>,  that  theirs 
is  traditionally  a doctrine  <rf 
open-handed  state  provision? 
I suggest  that  the  likeliest - 
explanation  is  repetition. 
Anyone  who  watches  TV  com- 
mercials, however  ifoWUI-' 
ingly,  win  know  that  repeat- 
ing the  brand-name  or  slogan 
is  ultimately  what  counts.  If 
yon  repeatedly  insist  that 
Labour  demands  action  on 
poverty,  someone  will  believe 
it 

IF  YOU  recan  that  it  was 
Labour  that  created  the 
health  service  in  1947, 
there  is  no  need  to  men- 
tion that  Labour  leaders 
were  late  converts  to  foe  idea, 
or  that  all  three  parties  sup- 
ported Beveridge’s  plans  in 
the  general  election  cf  1945. 
That  is  not  what  your  sup- 
porters want  to  hear.  So  foe 
sloganising  has  been  wen  sus- 

tained. When  Winston  Chur- 
chill died  In  January  1965, 
Harold  Wilson,  broadcasting 

a tribute  as  prime  minister, 

patron  is  ingly  remarked  that 

he  had  lived  to  see  foe  cre- 
ation of  foe  welfare  state. 

The  British  welfare  state 
was  created  by  a liberal  gov- 

ernment in  1908  before  Harold 
Wilson  was  born,  when  As- 
quith introduced  old-age  pen- 
sions. Churchill  and  Lloyd 
George  were  members  of  that 
government,  at  a time  when 
Labour  MPs,  intent  only  cm  a 
reform  of  trade  union  legisla- 
tion, showed  no  interest  what- 
ever in  foe  matter. 

Such  Is  the  forgotten  his- 
tory of  socialism.  Perhaps 
this  is  a moment  to  remember 
it,  and  to  repeat  it 


George  Watson's  The 
Literature  Ol  Socialism  Is  to 
appear  shortly.  He  Is  a Fellow 
of  St  John's,  Cambridge 


(Redditch)  asking  a ques- 
tion about  energy  sources. 
“May  I congratulate  minis- 
ters, who  are  very  reliable 
sources  of  energy  because 

of  the  excellent  work  they 
have  done  since  coming  to 
office!” 

It’s  rather  sad.  The  Blair 
plan  was  to  turn  Question 
Time  into  a half-hour  civics 
lesson  rather  than  a short, 
brutal  bear  pit,  an  opportu- 
nity to  address  the  issues 
and  carry  the  public  for- 
ward with  the  Govern- 
ment’s programme.  Obvi- 
ously there  was  never  any 
hope  that  the  Tories  would 
want  to  join  in  with  that 
agenda,  bnt  the  Labour 
party  could  at  least  have 
tried  to  match  Blair’s  vi- 
sion. 

Things  can  only  get 
worse-  As  the  Government 
flounders,  ministers  will 
fed  hurt  and  bruised  and 
badly  need  of  having  aro- 
matic oils  rubbed  into  them 
by  sympathetic  ego-mas- 
seurs. Prime  Minister’s 
Question  Time  will  have 
lost  another  chance  to  be- 
come slightly  more  than  a 
Shouting  match  — and  colt 
viewing  on  the  world’s 
cable  television. 


A game  for  all 
of  Labour’s 
happy  family 


Roy  Hattersley 

C! 


HRISTMAS,  said  Bob 
Cratch!  t,  is  “a  good 
time,  a kind,  forgiving 
charitable  pleasant  time”.  Eb- 
enezer  Scrooge  was  so  of- 
fended by  his  clerk's 
explosion  of  goodwill  that  be 
sneered,  “I  wonder  you  don't 
go  Into  Parliament”  — con- 
tinning  that  It  Is  only  the 
mean-minded  and  hard- 
hearted who  think  of  politics 
in  late  December. 

So,  instead  of  the  usual  po- 
lemics. today's  column  is  de- 
voted to  a game  that  can  be 
played  around  the  festive 
tree.  Because  it  is  primarily 
intended  for  Government  sup 
porters,  it  is  designed  for 
three  or  more  participants  so 
as  to  exclude  tone  parents. 

Decide  which  is  the  appro- 
priate answer  to  foe  following 
questions  and  discover  your 
position  on  foe  political  spec- 
trum. The  answers  appear 
below. 

1.  Was  the  Labour  Party 
founded 

a)  At  foe  Inaugural  Confer- 
ence of  the  ILP  in  1893? 

b)  By  foe  Labour  Representa- 
tive Committee  in  1900? 

c)  In  a sudden  spasm  of  unre- 
alistic idealism? 

d)  When  Tony  Blair  was 
elected  Leader  in  1994? 

2.  is  the  object  of  winning 
general  elections 

a)  To  redress  the  worst  injus- 
tices in  society? 

b)  To  change  foe  nature  of 
society? 

C)  To  implement  foe  income- 
tax  levels  and  spending  plans 
of  foe  previous  government? 
d)  To  win  the  next  general 
election? 

3.  Was  Labour’s  1983  Elec- 
tion Manifesto 

a)  The  longest  suicide  note  in 
history? 

b)  A fine  statement  of  social- 
ist principle? 

.c)  Proof  that  foe  party  had 
outlived  its  usefulness? 
d)  Supported  by  all  ambitious 
young  parliamentary 
candidates? 

4.  Does  Harriet  Harman 

a)  Ask  fbr  ail  she  gets? 

b)  Deserve  far  worse? 

c)  Own  lots  of  nice  scarves? 

d)  Represent  all  that  is  best  in 
New  Labour? 

5.  Is  the  above  attack  on 
Harriet  Hannan 

a)  Justified? 

b)  Ludicrously  restrained? 

c)  Sexist? 

d)  A sin  against  the  Holy 
Ghost? 


6.  Are  the  trade  unions 

a)  Struggling  hard  to  adjust  to 
foe  modem  global  economy 
b>  The  workers’  only  protec- 
tion against  ruthless 
exploitation? 

c)  An  anachronistic  attempt 
to  revive  the  d.n«  war? 

d)  A bloody  nuisance? 

7.  Was  David  Blunkett 

a)  Right  to  promise  "no  selec- 
tion by  examination  or 
interview”? 

b)  Wrong  not  to  mean  It? 

c)  Right,  at  the  time,  to  pre- 
tend that  be  did? 

d)  Wrong  to  think  that  he 
could  gel  away  with  It? 

8.  Do  yon  believe  the 
La  bo  nr  Party  to  be 

a)  A crusade  or  nothing? 

b)  Historically  too  willing  to 
compromise  with  capitalism? 

c)  In  desperate  need  of  more 
modernism  ion? 

d)  Your  own  personal 
property? 

9.  Is  your  Ideal  companion 
for  a Lake  District  walking 
holiday 

a)  Ken  Livingstone? 

b)  Alistair  Campbell? 

c)  Margaret  Hodge? 

d)  Peter  Mandelson? 

10.  Do  yon  regard  the  Mil- 
lenium Experience 

a)  With  bewilderment? 

b)  As  a manifestation  of  all 
that  is  worst  in  modern 
society? 

c)  As  a demonstration  of 
Young  Britain's  new  virility? 

d)  With  more  enthusiasm 
than  anyone  except  Michael 
Heseltine? 

11.  Is  the  royal  family 

a)  Not  worth  worrying  about? 

b)  A tired  old  symbol  of  dis- 
credited Imperialism? 

c)  An  integral  part  of  modern- 
ised Britain? 

d)  Trying  to  cash  in  on  your 
charisma  and  personal 
popularity? 

12.  Would  you  like  foe 
Labour  Party’s  Annual 
Conference  to 

a)  End  with  a chorus  of  foe 
Red  Flag? 

b)  End  with  three  verses  and 
three  choruses  of  the  Red 
Flag? 

c)  End  with  a selection  from 
Lloyd-Webber  musicals? 

■ d)End2-  , ^.t.t=s 

ANYONE  who  answered 
question  nine  is  disqualified. 
To  choose  any  candidate  asa 
holiday  companion  is  a dear 
sign  of  emotional  instability. 

If  you  answered  a majority 
cf  the  questions  with  option 
a)  you  are  Old  Labour  (Mod- 
erate Tendency).  A majority 
of  b)  choices  confirms  that 
you  are  Old  Labour  (Extreme 
Faction). 

If  you  have  chosen  six  c) 
options,  you  are  New  Labour. 
More  than  six  confirms  that 
you  are  also  a hopeless 
sycophant 

If  you  invariably  chose  d) 
you  are  foe  Prime  Minister. 


Keeping  up  appearances 
is  important. 

Even  to  a teenage  girl 
with  cancer. 


The  Hxnagt  Conor  Hut  jnotUa  spmaBtt  hotfitd  mdtr 
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hah  £**£tf  straight  in  fit  fit*. 
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Brigadier  Eddie  Myers 


Dawn  Steel 


Heroic  acts  in 


Greektheatre  Hollywood 

VII CCR  U icau  ^ traj|b|azer 


RIGADEER  Eddie 
Myers,  who  has 
died  at  the  age  of 
91,  played  a critical 
role  in  the  co-ordi- 
nation or  resistance  in  occu- 
pied Greece  during  the 
second  world  war. 

He  was  born  into  a promi- 
nent Jewish  damily  of  acade- 
mia and  banking,  educated  at 
Haileybury.  the  Royal  Mili- 
tary Academy  at  Woolwich 
and  Cambridge  University. 
He  was  then  commissioned 
Into  the  Royal  Engineers. 
Much  of  his  early  military  ex- 
perience was  in  the  Middle 
East.  It  was  as  one  of  the  few 
parachute-trained  sapper  offi- 
cers in  that  command  that  he 
was  approached  in  September 
1942  to  lead  a party  to  be  para- 
chuted into  Greece.  General 
Alexander,  the  commander- 
in-chief  Middle  East,  wanted 
the  ThessalonUd-Athens  rail- 
way, a supply  route  for  Rom- 
mel's Afrika  Korps,  cut 
Myers  assembled  a first 
rate  group,  which  was,  in  the 
view  of  W J M Mackenzie,  the 
official  historian  of  the 
Special  Operations  Executive,  i 
one  of  the  strongest  teams 
ever  despatched  by  the  SOE 
into  occupied  Europe.  It  was  a . 
‘fortuitous  combination’  of  i 
Myers  and  his  second -in-com- 1 
mand.  Major  C M Woodhouse.  i 
Inadequately  briefed  as  to 
the  political  complexities  of 
the  Greek  resistance  and  as  to 
the  whereabouts  of  the  guer- 
rilla bands,  the  12-strong 
Hurling  party  was  dropped 
into  Greece  at  the  end  of 
September.  Regrouping  his 
mission,  making  contact  with 
resistance  groups  led  by  Gen- 
eral Napoleon  Zervas  of  EDES 
and  Ares  Veloukhlotis  of 
ELAS.  and  reconnoitring 
possible  targets  took  several 
weeks,  during  which  time  the 
British  party  sheltered  in  a 
cave  near  Stromni  on  Mount 
Giona.  west  of  Lamia. 

Myers  decided  that  the  Gor- 


gopo tamos  (Rushing  River) 

viaduct  offered  the  best  target 
and  the  attack,  with  ELAS 

and  EDES  guerrillas  provid- 
ing essential  covering  Ore,  on 
the  night  of  November  25-26 
was  a brilliant  success,  one  of 
the  most  spectacular  achieve- 
ments of  the  resistance  in 
occupied  Europe.  The  bridge 
was  put  out  of  commission  for 
about  six  weeks,  and.  sadly, 
the  Italians  shot  16  villagers 
in  reprisal  The  British,  im- 
pressed by  the  military  poten- 
tial of  guerrilla  resistance,  or- 
dered the  Hurling  party,  to 
| remain  and  the  British  Mili- 
tary Mission  to  the  Greek 
Resistance,  under  Myers’ 
command,  was  heavily 
reinforced. 

Myers’  task  was  compli- 
cated by  political  rivalries  as 
he  tried  to  strike  a balance 
between  the  communist-con- 
trolled ELAS  and  the  non- 
communist  but  much  smaller 
EDES.  Indeed  the  Gorgopota- 
mos  operation  was  the  only 
occasion  during  the  occupa- 
tion when  ELAS  and  EDES 
co-operated  wholeheartedly. 
After  difficult  negotiations, 
Myers  negotiated  the 
“National  Bands"  agreement 
whose  purpose  was  to  coordi- 
nate Greek  resistance  with 
British  General  Headquarters 
in  the  Middle  East  plans. 

In  June  of  1943  Myers 
launched  Operation  Animals, 
guerrilla  operations  that 
formed  part  of  a successful  de- 
ception aimed  at  convincing 
Hitler  that  the  allies  intended 
to  invade  Greece  rather  than 
Sicily.  The  most  spectacular 
of  these  operations  was  the 
destruction  of  another  of  the 
railway  viaducts,  the  Asopos 
bridge. 

In  August  1943  Myers  led  a 
representative  guerrilla  dele- 
gation that  flew  to  Cairo  and 
represented  a unique  oppor- 
tunity to  bridge  the  gulf  that 
had  opened  up  between  the 
Greek  resistance  on  the 


mm 


Critical  role . . . Myers  led  some  ofSOE’s  most  successful  actions  of  behind  enemy  lines 


ground  and  the  Cairo-based 
government-in-exile,  the 
Greek  King  George  Q.  also  in 
Cairo,  and  the  British  au- 
thorities in  the  Middle  East 
But  the  guerrilla  demands  for 
a declaration  from  the  King 
that  he  would  not  return  be- 1 
fore  there  had  been  a plebi- 
scite and  to  be  given  key  min- 
istries in  the  exile 
government  alarmed  the  1 
King,  his  government,  the  i 
Foreign  Office  and  Churchill. 
The  guerrillas  were  shipped 
bade  to  Greece  and  Myers  ■ 


was  made  the  scapegoat  and 
accused  by  the  Foreign  Office 
of  more  or  less  having! 
thought  up  the  idea  of  a plebi- 
scite. In  reality  ha  was  merely  i 
the  bearer  of  news  which  the 
British  authorities  did  not 
want  to  hear,  namely  that 
there  was  precious  little  sup- 
port in  Greece  for  the  King’s 
return. 

On  a brief  London  visit 
Myers  met  King  George  Vt 
who  showed  a keen  interest 
in  the  Gate  of  his  royal  Greek 
cousin,  the  uncle  of  Prince 


Philip,  and  also  with  the 
prime  minister,  who  chuckled 
with  delight  when  Myers 
showed  him  photographs  of 
the  wrecked  Asopos  viaduct 
Myers  almost  persuaded 
Churchill  to  publicly  to  down 
play  his  commitment  to  the 
cause  of  -the  monarchy  in 
Greece.  Such  a shift  in  policy 
would  certainly  have  been 
widely  welcomed. 

Myers'  hopes  of  returning 
to  Greece  were  dashed  when 
he  fell  victim  to  the  most 
sweeping  of  the  annual 


purges  that  wracked  SOE  s 
Cairo  headquarters.  The  For- 
eign Office  remained  suspi- 
cious of  hla  realistic  apprecia- 
tion of  the  politics  of  occupied 
Greece.  Similar  developments 
in  Yugoslavia  and  Albania 
suggest  that  even  had  he 
returned,  he  would  have  been 
unable  to  stem  the  inexorable 
slide  towards  civil  war.  Even 
so.  the  shabby  treatment  of 
die  guerrilla  delegation  and 
the  ban  on  Myers*  return 
strengthened  the  conviction 
of  many  Greeks  that  the  Brit- 
ish were  intent  on  restoring 
I King  George  by  force  If 
necessary. 

Myers  was  bitterly  disap- 
pointed at  being  kept  from 
Greece  but  continued,  to  work 
for  SOE  and  took  part  in  the 
Arnhem  operation.  After  the 
war  he  held  several  senior 
military  positions  and  also 
i fought  in  Korea.  Following 
his  retirement  from  the  army 
in  somewhat  unhappy  cir- 
cumstances in  1959  at  the  age 
of  53,  he  became  a successful 
structural  engineer. 

In  retirement,  In  the  Cots- 
wold  village  of  Broad  well,  he 
was  a parish  councillor  and 
pillar  of  the  local  community. 
A Vaaw  horseman  enthu- 
siast for  country  sports  of  all 
kinds,  he  was  prominent  in 
the  affairs  of  the  British 
Fields  Sports  Society.  To  the 
end  he  retained  sympathetic 

interest  in  Greek  affairs. 

During  his  visit  to  Egypt  in 
the  fate  summer  and  autumn 
of  1943  he  married  Louisa  (Lu- 
tie)  Sweet-Escatt  who  was 
working  for  SOE  in  Cairo  and 
whose  brother,  Bickham,  was 
a leading  light  in  SOE  Lon- 
don. Lutie  died  in  1995.  They 
hud  rmp  daughter.  Thalia. 


DAWN  Steel,  the  col- 
lege failure  who  be- 
came the  first  woman 
to  head  a major 
Hollywood  studio,  has  died  in 

Los  Angeles  of  brain  cancer 
at  the  age  of  51. 

She  proved  herself  to  be  one 
of  Hollywood’s  toughest  and 
most  powerful  executives  In 
an  industry  with  a heavy 
anti-women  bias.  But  since 
her  two  and  a half  years  at 
Columbia  Pictures  ended  In 
1990,  more  women  have  se- 
cured top  jobs,  and  most  have 
credited  Steel  as  a trailhlazer. 
Yet  Steel  was  not  liked  by 
many  feminists  because  of 
her  open  dismissal  of  the 
movement,  an  early  stint  at 
Penthouse  magazine,  and  her 
determination  to  do  every- 
thing herself  without 
recourse  to  sisterhood.  “It 
never  occurred  to  me  that 
women  weren’t  equal,''  she 
said  in  1993  In  an  interview  to 
publicise  her  memoirs,  They 
Can  ESU  You  But  They  Cant 
Eat  You.  (Aphorisms  In  the 
book,  Include:  “You  can  sleep 
your  way  to  the  middle,  but 
never  to  the  top.”) 

She  was  once  dubbed  the 
Queen  of  Mean  because  of  her 
aggressive  office  manners 
and  a California  magazine 
put  her  on  the  cover  in  1988  as 
one  of  the  state’s  worst 
bosses.  Yet  many  people  she 
worked  with  remembered  her 
with  affection.  She  was  bom 
into  a poor  Jewish  family  in 
the  Bronx,  and  her  father 
changed  the  family  name 

from  Spielberg  to  Steel  to  help 
his  hobby  of  body-building 
(he  was  once  Mr  New  York 
City).  Steel  briefly  attended 
university,  but  always  felt 
vulnerable  over  her  lack  of  a 
college  degree. 

After  a brief  first  job  as  a 
receptionist  at  a garment 
oompany,  she  joined  a small 
sports  book  publisher  and 
tried  reporting  baseball. 
Barred  from  Yankee  stadi- 
um’s all-male  press  box,  she 
demanded  and  got  her  own 
box.  Then  she  went  to  Pent- 
house, where  publisher  Boh 
Guccione  made  her  director 

of  rrw>rt4iBnrii«inp  She 

told  her  parents  tt  was  Made- 
moiselle magazine. 

hi  1975  she  launched  a mail- 
order merchandising  enter- 
prise using  some  of  the  tricks 
she  had  learned  at  Penthouse. 
she  marketed  an  amaryllis  as 
the  Penis  Plant  (“Grow  your 
own  penis.  All  it  takes  is  $&98 
and  a lot  of  love"),  and  toilet 
I paper  stamped  with  the  Gucci 
trademark.  This  got  her  into 
the  losing  side  of  a law  suit 
and,  with  a 10-month  old  mar- 
riage In  disarray,  she  sold  out 
and  moved  to  Los  Angeles. 

She  joined  Paramount  Pic- 
tures marketing  department 


mcf«rd  Clegg 


Edmund  Charles  Wolf  Myers, 
C8E.  DSO,  soldier  and  engineer, 
bom  October  12. 1906;  died  De- 
cember 6. 1397 


Marquess  of  Hertford 


Aristocrat  with  instinct  for  survival 


WHEN  the  eighth 
Marquess  of  Hert- 
ford, who  has  died 
aged  67,  was  a 17- 
y ear-old  pupil  at  Eton,  his 
mother  wrote  him  a letter  tell- 
ing him  Ijbat  they  could'  no 
longef  afford  to  live  hi  their 
115-room  family  home,  Ragley 
Hall  in  Warwickshire,  and 
that  the  decrepit  house  would 
have  to  be  demolished. 

It  was  a trauma  that  would 
fire  Lord  Hertford  into  a de- 
termination that  nothing  of 
the  sort  would  happen  and 
that  on  the  contrary.  Ragley 
and  its  6,000  acres  would  be- 
come a more  democratic  at- 
traction that  no  nation  could 
afford  to  lose. 

He  succeeded  in  this  ambi- 
tion ahead  af  most  of  his 
peers,  nt  a time  when  the 
stately  homes  business  was 
more  of  an  improvised  hit- 
and-miss  affair  than  it  is  now. 
His  languid  stance,  long  ciga- 
rette holder,  incapacity  to  roll 
his  Rs,  Berry1  Brothers  Pale 
Dry  No  3 sherry,  insistence 
that  port  had  never  gone  out 
of  fashion,  his  inability  to  see 
why  he  should  carry  money 
— all  these,  as  it  were,  lined 
his  mile-long  drive  to  Ragley 
Hall  from  the  dreadful  vulgar- 
ity of  the  main  road. 

But  they  were  deceptive.  No 
aristocrat  knew  belter  than 
he  how  to  put  a case  for  the 
preservation  of  his  property 
and  interests.  Once  asked 
why  he  ran  a particular 
brand  of  Japanese  estate  car. 
he  replied  that  it  was  because 
he  got  a special  Ragley  dis- 
count on  it. 

He  was  once  director  of  a 


Man’s  estate . . . Lord  Hertford  in  front  of  the  115-room  Ragley  Hall 
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flourishing  PR  business  until 
he  decided  that  putting  on 
City  shoes  was  not  worth  the 
effort  when  there  were  so 
many  things  to  be  attended  to 
at  Ragley.  These  varied  from 
conferring  with  the  butler 
Fobbester  (who  regarded  the 
addition  ora  “Mr”  to  his  sur- 
name almost  as  an  insult)  to 
supervising  the  delivery  of 
the  lambs  which  made  £50,000 
a year  towards  Ragley’s  up- 
keep. Even  when  his  son  the 
Earl  of  Yarmouth,  who  now 
succeeds  him  as  the  ninth 
Marquess,  had  taken  over  the 
lambing  operations,  the 


eighth  Marquess  would  turn 
up  on  his  horse,  sometimes  In 
the  company  of  his  formida- 
ble wife,  the  former  Contesse 
Louise  de  Caraman  Chimay, 
who  insisted  on  riding  her 
horse  without  a saddle  and 
stirrups  because  she  regarded 
them  as  more  dangerous  than 
riding  bareback. 

Lord  Hertford’s  father, 
Brigadier-General  Lord 
Henry  Charles  Seymour,  was 
the  sixth  Marquess  in  a fam- 1 
ily  that  stretched  back  to  the  | 
Tudors.  His  mother  was  Lady 
Helen  Frances  Grosvenor, 1 
daughter  of  the  Duke  of  West- , 


minster.  With  such  a back- 
ground, the  pedigree  could  so 
easily  have  dwarfed  the  man; 
and  it  might  well  have  done 
so  if  the  Eton  schoolboy  had 
not  received  what  he 
regarded  as  an  assault  on  not 
only  his  pride  but  his 
identity. 

In  the  war  Ragley  had  been 
used  as  a hospital  and  after- 
wards, while  Lord  Hertford 
was  in  the  Grenadier  Guards, 
his  mother  lived  in  a few 
rooms,  the  whole  family  con- 
scious that  the  public  mood 
was  against  them  and  that 
their  whole  way  of  life  was  , 


probably  doomed.  Lord  Hert- 
ford remained  bitter  that  the 
Conservative  Party  never  saw 
flt  unconditionally  to  back 
such  people  as  hlmselfi  his 
relations  with  it  were  patchy. 
In  1970  he  even  backed  a 
Labour  candidate  as  a protest 
against  Enoch  Powell's  views. 

When  he  moved  back  into 
the  Hall  in  the  1950s,  his  first 
reaction  was  one  of  disbelief. 
He  called  his  2lst  birthday 
celebrations  “a  pretty  miser- 
able party”.  Ragley  was 
empty,  his  mother  a tenant  of 
one  of  the  estate's  farm- 
houses. (She  nevertheless , 


gave  a cocktail  party  for  300 
in  the  unheated  and  undeco- 
rated Great  HalL)  The  trans- 
formation was  not  achieved 
without  hard  mannal  work, 
sometimes  his  own.  He 
scrubbed  and  sandpapered, 
painted  and  varnished  — 
though,  once  the  skeleton 
staff  realised  that  revival  was 
possible,  they  weighed  In 

with  a wilL 

Hard  thought  too,  was 
required  to  meet  Ragley’s 
biffs  — including,  by  the 
1970s,  £5,000  a year  for  elec- 
tricity and  £10,000  for  central 
heating. 

His  mother  sometimes 
closed  her  mind  to  financial 
matters:  told  by  Lord  Hert- 
ford that,  at  what  ft  was  cost- 
ing them  to  produce  Jersey 
butter  from  their  herd,  it 
I would  be  cheaper  to  eat  cav- 
iar. his  mother  replied:  "But, 
darling,  I don’t  like  caviar.’’ 

Farms  were  gradually 
brought  back  under  direct 
Ragley  control  and  the  Great 
Hall  was  renovated  and  let 
out  profitably  far  events-  Ex- 
hibitions included  a collec- 
tion. cf  crown  jewels  from  all 
over  the  world.  Guests  were 
encouraged  to  pay  hand- 1 
somely  to  dine  with  Lord  and  \ 
Lady  Hertford.  Polo  and  free- 
fall  parachuting  were  tried-  In 
feet,  anything  not  likely  to 
ruin  the  whole  exulted  family 
atmosphere  was  tried  by  tills 
wily  and  perhaps  not  entirety 
unselfconsciously  pictur- 
esque aristocrat.  When  I 
researched  my  1983  book  on 
the  process.  One  Mon 's  Estate, 
with  his  trenchant  asides 
often  not  tar  from  my  ear,  it 
was  always  fbn  as  well  as 
socially  revealing. 


Birthdays 


Caroline  Aherne,  chat  show 
hostess.  34;  Mair  Barnes, 
chairman,  Dolland  and 
Aitohlson,  53;  Dr  Anthony 
Clare,  psychiatrist,  broad- 
caster. 55;  Colin  Cowdrey, 
cricketer,  65;  Greg  Edwards, 
disc  jockey,  50;  Dame  Joan 
Kelleher,  former  director, 
WRAC,  82;  Suzy  Menkes, 
fashion  editor,  54;  Jenny 
May,  photographer,  53; 
Christopher  OrmelL  philos- 
opher. 68;  Thea  Porter,  Cash- 
loo  designer,  70;  Norman 
Rossington,  actor,  69;  John 
Taylor,  Ulster  Unionist  MP, 
60;  Carol  Vorderman,  broad- 
caster, 37;  Philip  Ziegler,  bi- 
ographer. 68. 


Hugh  Edward  Conway  Seymour, 
eighth  Marquess  ot  Hertford, 
bam  March  29.  1930;  died  De- 
cember 2%  1997 


Christmas  Day  birthdays: 
Princess  Alexandra,  61; 
Princess  Alice,  Duchess  of 
Gloucester,  96;  Lord  Annan, 
educationalist,  81;  Sir  Ken- 
neth Caiman,  goverment 
Chief  Medical  Officer,  56; 
Quentin  Crisp,  writer,  89; 
Edward  Davey,  Lib  Dem  MP, 
32;  Barbara  FoUett,  Labour 


Jackdaw 


Art  therapy 


INSTEAD  of  seeing  the  artist 
as  a maladjusted  neurotic- 
raonstrosity  who  has  been 
rejected  by  the  world  of  “nor 
tnaJ”  people,  we  need  to  turn 
around  this  usual  categorisa- 
tion to  perceive  the  artist  as 
the  healthiest  individual  who 
rejects  the  limited  nspiri- 
tions  of  the  mundane  normal 
existence:  healthy  because  he 
is  first  an  individual,  and 
moreover  an  individual  who 
can  create  and  achieve  fulfil- 
ment from  his  productivity. 
Generally  speaking  he  is 
healthier  and  more  sexual 
than  others.  If  he  has  been  set 
apart  from  ••normals”  it  is  be- 
cause they  are  repressed.  Cut 
off  from  realising  their  cre- 
ative potential,  they  limit 
growth  and  expansion  by  this 
loss  of  a vital  developmental 

function. 


The  roots  of  creativity  need 
not  be  sought  in  the  artist's 
unconsciousness,  because 
the  act  of  creation  is  not,  as  is 
widely  held,  an  abnormal 
function,  but  a basic  natural 
potentiality  of  human  exis- 
tence. Creation  is  found  at  all 
levels  of  life  and  should  be 
interpreted  as  indication  of 
vigorous  self-expression 
rather  than  a compulsive  act 
of  warped  sexuality. 

The  artist,  instead  of  being 
a driven,  unsatisfied  person, 
may  be  more  correctly 
regarded  as  one  who  is  ful- 
filled, who  sees  more  pro- 
foundly into  life.  The  true  art- 
ist who  can  commun  icate  his 
vision  to  others:  the  neurotic, 
on  the  other  hand  cannot.  He 
tried,  but  his  conflicts  pre- 
vent him  from  adequately 
forming  and  communicating 
his  ideas.  Even  the  neurotic, 
however,  may  be  considered 
"healthier"  than  the  so  caned 
"well-adjusted"  normal 
people. 

Positive  painters  in  Positive 
Health. 


your  favourite  alcoholic 
drink,  for  example.  Is  it  be- 
cause you  like  the  taste?  Or 
could  it  be  that  for  years 
you've  been  seduced  into 
thinking  certain  drinks  are 
“for  women”? 

Let’s  face  it,  when  was  the 
last  time  you  heard  a man  in  a 
pub  order  a white  wine 
spritzer  Or  a shandy?  would  a 
“real  man"  order  a Malibu 
and  Coke?  Dallas's  Sue  Ellen 
Ewing  might  have  taken  her 
bourbon  Intravenously,  but 
when  was  the  last  time  you 
ordered  a Scotch  on,  or  even 
off,  the  rocks? 

Rewind  back  through  a cou- 


Gin  slings 


IT’S  easy  to  underestimate 
the  sheer  subliminal  power  of 
advertising,  we  kid  ourselves 
that  ads  don't  affect  our  deci- 
sions and  choices.  But  are 
you  sure?  Why  do  you  like 


pie  of  years  of  advertising  and 
you  find  whisky  has  been  es- 
dusively  a male  preserve. 
GienOddich’s  adverts  don’t  go 
quite  so  fer  as  to  show  a man 
smoking  a pipe  in  front  of  a 
blazing  fire,  but  the  golf  clubs 
and  chess  motifs  leave  us  in 
little  doubt  as  to  who  their  ads 
are  targeted  a t_ 

Gin,  by  contrast,  is  seen 
more  as  a woman’s  drink,  as 
are  Martini  and  Cinzano.  In- 
terestingly. Martini  once  had 
a very  male  James  Bond 
“shaken,  not  stirred"  image, 
but  over  the  years  It  has  lost  it 
to  Girl  Power.  Beer  and  lager 
on  the  other  hand,  give  US  the 
most  overt  examples  of  sexist 
advertising. 

There  are  notable  excep- 
i dons,  such  as  Boddingtons 
and  Budweiser.  But  even 
today  the  images  are  invari- 
ably macho,  from  Australian 
rugby  players  to  TV  ads  one 
suspects  advertising  copy- 
writers think  women  couldn’t 
possibly  understand. 

He'll  haw  a whisky  drink, 
she  'll  hope  agin  drink,  accord- 
ing to  Good  Food. 


posite?  How  can  you  tell?  Can 
they  tell?  We  all  work.  In 
some  form  or  another.  Even 
if  you're  “looking  for  work” 
you  are,  well,  working  at  it 
Even  if  you're  rich  and  don’t 
do  very  much  you're  working 
on  your  tan.  or  working  out 
Everyone's  on  call.  Every- 
thing’s a job. 

Now  look  at  us.  Hardly  a 
day  goes  by  when  we’re  not 
doing  somthing for  some- 
body we’ve  never  met  before, 
who  doesn't  like  us  and  has 
probably  slept  with  our 
uncle.  And  they’re  ringing  us 
up,  on  our  mobile  phones,  on 
the  bus,  wondering  where  we 
are.  Wondering  why  we're 
not  there  yet,  whether  we’ve 
done  It  yet 

"Oh  but  the  destination  is 
the  end  result  of  the  journey 

taken,”  we  misquote.  “The 
travel  is  surely  the  most  im- 
portant process.  What  is  des- 
tination? What  becomes  it? 
will  I match  the  decor.  Am  I 
really  here?" 

It's  ail  work,  according  to 
Attitude. 


CORRECTIONS  AND  CLARIFICATIONS 


AN  ARTICLE,  Temple  clean- 
up' lends  tourist  spot  look  cf 
disaster  (Page  8,  December 
11),  may  have  given  the  im- 
pression that  the  National 
Trust  was  responsible  for  the 
non-payment  of  subcontrac- 
tors involved  In  work  on  Mos- 
senden  Temple  in  Northern 
Ireland.  The  Trust  has  acvprj 
us  to  maipp  it  clear  that  the 
payment  of  subcontractors  is 
not  its  responsibility.  The 
Trust  tells  us  interim  pay- 
ments were  made  to  the  mair 
contractor.  Grant  aid  from 
the  Department  of  the  Envi- 
ronment for  Northern  Ireland 
has  provided  £125,000,  that  is 
50  per  cent  cf  the  total  cost 


IN  A review  of  the  Beth  Orton 
concert  (Page  7,  G2,  December 
17)  we  mistakenly  referred  to 
the  Bobby  Blue  Band,  instead 
of  to  the  bines  singer,  Bobby 
’’Blue’’  Bland. 


THE  ACTOR.  Maurice  Den- 
ham, has  asked  us  to  point 
out  that  he  was  88  yesterday 
and  not  87,  as  was  reported  In 
the  Birthdays  column  on  Page 
14. 


Mark 

Wahlbfsrg  , 

Bld/BDY! 


Workaholics 


Bad  job. . .work  and  no  play 


WHAT  is  work?  Are  you  at 
work  while  reading  this? 
Have  you  just  stopped  work, 
just  about  to  start?  Is  some- 
i one  working  next  to  you?  Op- 


Jackdaio  wants  jewels.  E-mail 
jackdatv^guardixaLCOMkfax 
0171-713  4366;  write  Jackdaw. 
The  Guardian.  HSFarringdan 
Road.  London  EC1R3ER. 


IN  THE  Saturday  essay  (Page 
21,  November  29),  we  said 
Centrepoint  was  started  by  a 
church.  We  have  been  asked 
to  make  it  dear  that  it  was 
started  by  the  late  Anton  Wal- 
lich- Clifford  of  the  Simon 
Community,  with  the  Rev 
Kenneth  Leech  of  St  Anne's, 
Soho,  and  run  by  the  Simon 
Community  for  its  first  year. 


IN  A REPORT  on  Page  2 yes- 
terday. we  said  that  a Scot- 
land Yard  inquiry  was  under- 
way Into  allegations  “that 
Mo  homed  A1  Fayed  author- 
ised Harrods  bank  staff  to 
break  into  a safety  deposit 
box ...”  We  have  been  asked 
to  point  out  that  Harrods 
Bank  is  managed  indepen- 
dently from  the  store  and 
does  not  control  Harrods  safe 
deposit  boxes.  These  are  con- 
trolled by  Harrods  store. 


Hannah  Pool 


IN  THE  obituary  of  Lord 
Kings  Norton  yesterday,  we 
said  the  R101  crashed  nt 
Boves.  We  should  have  said 
Beauvais. 


It  is  the  policy  of  the  Guardian 
to  correct  errors  as  soon  as 
possible.  Readers  may  contact 
die  office  of  the  Readers’  Edi- 
tor. Ian  Mayes,  by  telephoning 
0171  239  9583  between  llam 
and  5pm.  Monday  to  Friday. 
Fax:  om  239  AS971  E-mail: 
reader@guardian.co.uk 


in  1978,  and  six  months  later 
was  vice-president  of  mer- 
chandising- Steel  bad  the  ben- 
efit of  support  from  some  or 
Hollywood’s  heavyweights: 
former  Paramount  toss  Barry 
Differ,  Disney  chief  Michael 
Eisner,  and  DreamWorks  co- 
founder Jeffrey  Katzenberg. 

Her  success  in  pushing  Star 
Wars  led  to  another  promo- 
tion as  president  of  feature 
production  and  she  put  her 
formidable  energy  behind 
production  of  Flashdance. 
which  became  a big  money- 
maker. Commercial  successes 
with  Top  Gun  and  Fatal  At- 
traction followed.  In  a studio 
shake-up  in  1984  she  became 
j president  of  production  but, 
in  a typical  Hollywood  be- 
trayal, she  was  demoted  while 
on  maternity  leave. 

After  a short  spell  as  an  In- 
dependent producer  she  was 
offered  the  top  job  at  Colum- 
bia, after  the  abrupt  ousting 
of  Britain’s  David  Puttnam. 
She  was  given  control  of  both 
marketing  and  production,  a 
first  in  Hollywood  for  a wom- 


Steel ...  a tough  at  the  top 


an.  (Sherry  Lansing  was  head 
of  production,  only  at  Fox 
from  1980-83.) 

Almost  Immediately 
plagued  by  a writers'  strike 
and  stuck  with  Puttnam  pro- 
ductions the  studio  did  not 
unanimously  support.  Steel 
had  a troubled  beginning.  But 
she  scored  a box  office  tri- 
umph with  Ghostbusters  U 
and  approved  less  obvious 
successes  such  as  Postcards 
From  the  Edge  and  When 
Harry  Met  Sally. 

After  the  studio  was  ac- 
quired by  the  Japanese,  she 
left,  but  produced  the  sur- 
prise hit  Cool  Runnings  in 
1993,  the  true  story  of  Jamai- 
ca's Olympic  bobsled  team. 
Two  more  of  her  movies  wiff 
be  released  next  year. 

She  is  survived  by  her 
daughter  Rebecca,  10,  and  her 
second  husband,  producer 
Charles  Roven. 


Christopher  Reed 


Dawn  Steel,  film  maker,  bom 
August  19,  1946,  died  December 
20, 1997 


MP,  53;  Prof  Christopher 
Fray  ling,  cultural  historian, 
51;  Lord  Grade,  entertain- 
ment mogul,  91;  Stuart  HalL 
broadcaster,  63;  Annie  Len- 
nox, singer,  43;  Prof  Philip 
Love,  vice-chancellor,  Liver- 
pool University.  57;  Gary 
McAllister,  footballer.  33; 
Shane  McGowan,  rock 
singer  49;  Tony  Martin, 
singer  and  actor,  84;  Barbara 
Maxwell,  country  singer,  49; 
Ismail  Merchant,  film  pro- 
ducer. 61;  Phyllida  Parsloe, 
professor  of  social  work,  Bris- 
tol University,  67;  Eve  Pol- 
lard, Journalist  and  broad- 
caster, 52;  Lawrie  Quinn, 
Labour  MP,  41;  Noel  Redd- 
ing, rock  musician,  52;  Sissy 
Spacek,  actress,  48;  Phil 
Specter,  record  producer,  57; 
Hilary  Sparling,  biographer 
and  critic,  57;  Stephen 
Twigg,  Labour  MP,  3L 


Boxing  Day  birthdays : Earle 
Brown,  composer,  71;  Prof 
Colin  Campbell,  chairman 
Human  Genetics  Advisory 
Commission.  53;  Sir  Alistair 
Dnnnett,  former  editor.  The 
Scotsman,  89:  Rohan  Kan- 
haJu  former  cricketer,  62; 
Jane  Lapotaire,  actress  53; 
Dennis  Quilley,  actor,  70; 
Anna  Sober,  founder,  Anna 
Sober  Theatre.  53. 


Death  Notices 


flSHTCW.  Jama*,  door  husband  of  Muriel 
and  (altar  of  David.  Cist  December.  Law  of 
On*  Board  and  Sate.  CrematerluBi  private. 


rouraac.  EUa  Mary,  UBE,  bom  18*- 
ibol  MiKti  loved  aisier  of  Hum  and  aunt  of 


grace,  fled, peacefully  on  Saturday.  30ih 
Jtewwnber  1997.  Memorial  Service  will  be 


hid  In  me  new  year  at  tor  Barish  church 
In  Bostnostofca.  Osm  and  ante  to  to  nau. 
mw.  The  tamtt  - - - 


Pte  junaral  win  be  he'd  el 

Church  Brhuol  on  Tua*- 
2ft  2°*?  Sa2?bar  « 11-WUm.  Enquiries 
Jf  Bin  Pendock.  The  PQnlam.  Bridal 
JSSf0**-  BSM  fho  Tel 

01T79  568774. 


forma.  Senior 


J^2***51 1 ■* »» 

umvemny  of  tool,  died  peaceful)*  In  Huuw 

gate  after  a snort  iBness  ^December  2fit 

joyod  rnotha,  c Chri*.  and 
Cremate. 
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••coma,  donations  If  desired loOrtsm 


By>y  P— Cnfully  M Sbehorfl 
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Knickerbox  calls  in  administrator  □ Shoe  City  stores  sold  to  Belgians 

Retailers  in  wholesale  crisis 


Roger  Cowe 


POOR  Christmas 
sales  claimed  their 
first  retailing  vic- 
tim yesterday  when 
Knickerbox.  the 
specialist  underwear  shops, 
went  into  administration. 

The  firm's  collapse  throat, 
ens  200  jobs.  Up  to  700  employ- 
ees of  Shoe  City  shops  also 
faced  redundancy  yesterday. 

As  early  Sales  spread 
through  Britain’s  high  streets 
in  response  to  shoppers'  low 
spending,  accountancy  firm 
Buchler  Philips  was  rmiioH  in 
to  Knickerbox  to  rescue  what 
Is  left  of  the  chain  after  sev- 
eral years  of  contraction  ami 
restructuring. 

Simon  Freakley,  who  was 
appointed  adminiWator  on 
Monday  night  after  investi- 
gating the  company’s  position 
over  the  weekend,  said  he  was 
confident  that  the  27  shops 
and  200  jobs  could  be  saved. 

"It  is  a good  business  and  a 
strong  brand.”  he  said. 
“There  is  a new  management 
team  in  place  which  is  first 
class.  There  have  already 
been  several  expression  of  in- 
terest from  other  strong 
brand  owners  looking  to  di- 
versify.” 

Mr  Freakley  said  Knicker- 
box bad  crashed  because  of 
low  consumer  spending,  a fea- 
ture he  said  was  common  to 
many  retailers. 

“TVaffir.  on  the  high  street 
has  been  light  Retail  sales 
generally  are  well  down  on 
expectations,”  he  said. 

Knickerbox  was  founded  in 
1986  by  Stephen  Schaffer  and 
Janie  Godber,  former  Marks 
& Spencer  employees.  They 
appeared  to  have  fared  better 
than  contemporaries  such  as 
Sophie  Mirxnan,  whose  Sock 
Shop  business  crashed. 

But  after  expanding  to 
more  than  50  shops,  many  on 
railway  station  concourses, 
the  chain  hit  problems.  The 
founders  sold  out  at  the  be- 


No  Christmas  stockings..  . Kniikeriiox's  administrator  says  people  did  not  spend  enough  a totffiets  like  this  m London's  Victorm  station  PHorooRAm  BBicuRTts 


gt firming  of  thi«  year,  when 
upmarket  tailor  Gieves  & 
Hawkes,  and  its  Hong  Kong 
backer  USL  took  a stake. 

Loss-making  stores  were 
closed  and  a new  format  was 
introduced  this  autumn.  Poor 
Christmas  trading  the 
company  needing  more  cash, 
which  its  main  backers 
refused  to  inject,  preferring  to 
call  in  an  adminstrator  to  sell 
the  business. 

Meanwhile,  <|P..to  300  retail 


Jobs  were  lost  as  Scars,  the 
retail  group  which  includes 
Selfridges  and  Wallis,  com- 
pleted the  disposal  of  its  last 
big  shoe  shop  chain.  Shoe 
City,  a network  of  out-of-town 
stores,  has  been  sold  to  Bel- 
gian retailer  Brantann  for 
£6  million. 

Brantann  will  continue  to 
trade  from  44  stores.  Sears 
will  close  a further  39  with  the 
loss  of  650  to  700  jobs.  Sears 
hopes  to  find  jobs  for  many  of 


the  redundant  employees  else- 
where In  its  empire. 

The  sale  represents  the  lat- 
est stage  in  Sears’  disposal  of 
the  British  Shoe  empire, 
which  once  dominated  Brit- 
ish shoe  sales  with  brands 
such  as  Saxone  and  Dolcis. 
Sears  still  owns  the  small 
Cable  chain,  but  that  is  ex- 
pected to  be  sold  next  month. 

The  British  Shoe  head 
office  and  warehouse  in 
Leicester,  where  a flzrther  680 


people  work,  is  still  under 
threat  Sears  hopes  to  sell  it 
as  a distribution  centre,  sav- 
ing many  of  the  jobs. 

Sears  then  alms  to  float  the 
Selfridges  store  and  Free- 
mans order  operation  on 
the  stock  market  as  separate 
companies,  leaving  Sears  to 
concentrate  on  its  clothes 
stores,  Wallis,  Warehouse, 
Miss  Selfridge  and  Adams. 

• The  Jacques  Vert  clothing 
business  yesterday  an- 


nounced a loss  of  more  than 
£9  million  and  tbe  disposal  of 
its  wholesale  brands,  includ- 
ing the  Grace  Collection.  Mid 
land  Bank  has  agreed  to  con- 
tinue support  on  condition 
that  Littlewoods  mail  order 
company,  which  owns  30  per 
cent  of  Jacques  Vert,  also 
backs  it  with  a £500,000  short- 
term loan.  The  directors  said 
they  believed  the  company 
could  continue  to  trade 

within  its  financial  Urpfta. 


Strong  pound  and  slack 
demand  hit  UK  trade 


By  Marie  AUdnaon 
Economics  Corraapondant 


XPORTS  are  cracking 
under  the  strain  of 
the  strong  pound  and 
signs  of  weakening 


world  demand  in  the  wake  of 
the  Aslan  financial  crisis,  ac- 
cording to  offical  figures  pub- 
lished yesterday. 

Britain's  global  trade  defi- 
cit in  October  widened  for  the 
second  month  in  a row  to 
£1,352  million  — the  highest 
for  two  years  — from 
£1,252  million  in  September, 
the  Office  for  National  Statis- 
tics reported. 

The  rise  reflected  a surge  m 
imports  and  stagnating  ex- 
ports. City  economists  said 
the  figures  provided  fresh  evi- 
dence that  the  strength  of 
sterling,  which  has  appreci- 
ated in  value  by  more  than 
20  per  cent  over  fee  past  year, 
was  slowly  eating  Into  ex- 
ports. "The  figures  provide  a 
further  blow  to  the  theory 


that  UK  firms  can  cope  quite 
comfortably  with  the  strong 
pound.  We  continue  to  expect 
a significant  deterioration  in 
tbe  trade  position  next  year,” 
said  Jonathan  Loynes,  UK 
economist  at  HSBC  Markets. 

Geoffrey  Dicks,  at  NatWest 
Markets,  also  warned  of  the 
threat  posed  by  the  Asian  cri- 
sis. He  pointed  out  that  the 
biggest  increase  in  the  non- 
EU  deficit  for  November, 
which  rose  to  £1,059  million 
from  £858  million  in  October, 
was  accounted  for  by  trade 
with  other  OECD  countries, 
which  includes  Japan  and 
South  Korea. 

Earlier  this  week,  the  Inter- 
national Monetary  Fund 
slashed  its  forecast  for  world 
economic  growth  next  year 
from  4^  per  cent  to  3^  per 
cent  following  the  turmoil 
that  began  in  Thailand  in  the 
summer  and  spread  through- 
out South-east  Asia. 

The  IMF  also  warned  that 
trade  patterns  were  set  for  a 
dramatic  shift,  which  could 


encourage  a slide  into  protec- 
tionism. Officials  said  the 
contraction  in  growth  in  Asia 
would  reduce  its  demand  for 
imports.  At  the  same  time, 
currency  depreciations  In  the 
region  would  make  its  prod- 
ucts vastly  more  competitive. 

The  outcome  would  be  that 
the  trade  balance  of  advanced 


countries  would  turn  from  a 
$23bfflian  (£i3R3bflliQii)  sur- 
plus this  year,  to  a $29  billion 
deficit  next  year.  Asia  was  ex- 
pected to  have  a deficit  of  just 
J7  billion  next  year,  compared 
with  tbe  f42  billion  tbe  IMF 
was  forecasting  in  October. 

Meanwhile,  the  US  trade 
deficit  was  expected  to  ex- 
pand by  more  than  $S0  billion 
to  $230  billion. 

Tbe  ONS  figures  show  that 
Britain  posted  a surplus  on 
trade  in  services  of  £752  mil- 
lion in  October,  less  than  the 
£850  million  in  September. 
The  deficit  in  goods  and  ser- 
vices was  £600  million,  up 
from  £402  million  in 
September. 

Separate  data  show  that  UK 
manufacturers  spent  4.4  per 


cent  less  on  capital  invest- 
ment in  the  third  quarter 
than  the  second,  and  added 
only  £3  million  to  inventories. 

The  bleaker  outlook  for  the 
UK  economy  next  year  has 
made  companies  nervous 
about  expanding  capacity. 


ASIA  IN  TURMOIL/Won  collapses  as  big  borrowers  panic 

Korean  markets  plumb  new  depths 
as  leaders  ask  for  more  time  to  pay 


Lanrle  Laird 


SOUTH  Korea  yesterday 
unveiled  fresh  moves  to 
salvage  Its  battered 
economy  as  its  leaders  ap- 
pealed for  more  international 
assistance  after  the  nation  s 
currency  and  stock  markets 
plumbed  new  depths. 

For  fee  first  tune  since  fee 
crisis  broke  in  the  autumn, 
Korea’s  President-elect  Kim 
Dae-jung  referred  to  the  dire 
state  of  the  nation’s  finance, 
proclaiming  himself  "flabber- 
gasted". while  his  chief  finan- 
cial aide  spoke  of  the  need  to 
obtain  more. financial  aia 
from  western  economies, 
with  cash-strapped  Korean 
companies  feeing  even  graver 
conditions  next  month. 

In  the  lead-up  to  last  week’s 
presidential  poll.  KSm  sj1* *? 
away  from  addressing  gj*- 


assistance  package  pooled  by 
the  International  Monetary 

Fund-  j 

In  an  attempt  to  persuade 
them  to  roll  over  foreign  cur- 
rency loans,  Korean  officials 
yesterday  provided  foreign 
bankers  with  a fid  acawnt  of 
the  nation's  debt.  Korean 
banks  will  have  to  repay  some 

*100  billion  in  foreign  cur- 
rency debt  over  the  next  year, 

by  the  end  of  January.  Many 

face  bankruptcy  If 

not  convince  foreign  banks  to 

tional  lending  to 

Sup  their  assistance  to  the 
faiipn  tiger.  The  World  Bank 
ST  y^terday  movfeg 
towards  approval  of  a new 
$3  billion  loan  -- 
fincethe  Bank  wffl  provide 
the  money  immediately  in- 
rf spreading  diaburee- 
a fixed  period. 

Tbe  Asian  Developnmot  Bank 

will  chip  in  another  ** 

Korea's  central  bank  gover- 


nor, Lee  Kyungtihik,  trav- 
elled to  Japan  yesterday,  to 
request  repayment  extensions 
from  private  Japanese  banks, 
who  hold  nearly  a quarter  of 
Korea’s  foreign  loans. 

But  Japanese  banks,  al- 
ready sagging  from  the 
weight  of  bad  domestic  debts, 
will  be  reluctant  to  extend 
shaky  loans.  Tbe  problems  In 
Japan’s  own  financial  sector 
were  underlined  when  an- 
other mid-sized  Japanese  bro- 
kerage, Maruso  Securities, 
filed  for  bankruptcy  yester- 
day, leaving  debts  of  nearly 

*300  million. 

Standard  & Poor's  yester- 
day joined  Moody’s  in  rating 
South  Korea's  debt  as  risky; 
plarmg  bonds  of  some  of 
South  Korea's  leading  compa- 
nies atfee  same  ^yelofmk 
as  bonds  issued  by  Pakistan 
or  the  Domincan  Republic. 
Yet  South  Korea  is  a member 
of  the  Organisation  for  Eco- 
nomic Cooperation  and  De- 
velopment, considered  a club 
of  rich  nations. 


Corporate  borrowers  in 
Korea  responded  by  selling 
massive  amounts  of  won  for 
dollars,  frightened  such  low 
ratings  will  preclude  borrow- 
ing dollars  from  overseas  as 
many  banks  are  prohibited 
from  lending  to  companies 
whose  ratings  are  below  in- 
vestment grade.  That  pushed 
the  won  12  per  cent  lower  — 
to  an  all-time  low  of  1.960  to 
(he  dollar  — and  Korea's  key 
share  index  slumped  by  more 
than  7 per  cent,  its  biggest 
one-day  loss. 

However,  some  foreign 
bankers  said  that  after  yester- 
days' w»nng  with  Korean 
leaders  they  were  more  opti- 
mistic than  they  had  been  for 
months-  Many  analysts  say 
the  zeal  test  will  be  whether 
tbe  Korean  government  will 
allow  widespread  mergers 
and  bankruptcies  within 
overlapping  and  overcrowded 
heavy  industrial  groups, 
which  would  threaten  the 
long-standing  Korean  tradi- 
tion  of  lobs  for  life". 


Rail  companies 
face  court  action 
over  fare  rises 


Mcholas  Bannister,  Chief 
Business  Correspondent 


Us 


TO  eight  railway 
companies  face  the 
threat  of  a High  Court 
action  from  the  Save  Our 
Railways  nampnigT,,  which 
claims  the  businesses  have 
broken  the  rules  by  In- 
creasing feres  by  up  to  10 
per  cent. 

Keith  Bill,  of  Save  Our 
Railways,  said  he  believed 
that  the  pressure  group  had 
a good  case  against  any 
company  that  had  in- 
creased any  fere  by  more 
than,  the  June  Inflation  rate 
of  8LS  percent. 

He  said  that  a final  deci- 
sion on  whether  to  take 
legal  action  would  be  made 
on  January  5.  “We  are  chal- 
lenging that  legally  they 
cannot  do  it  whatever  the 
franchising  director  says 
they  can  do,”  he  said. 

The  group  claims  to  pos- 
sess leaked  documents  that 
show  the  com  pan  ins  may  be 
acting  illegally. 

The  previous  government 
decreed  that  key  commuter 
feres  into  London  could 
only  rise  by  more  than  in- 
flation over  the  next  seven 
years  if  the  companies  met 
performance  targets.  Those 
that  met  the  targets  could 
increase  feres  by  a further 
two  percentage  points. 

A spokesman  for  the 


Office  of  Passenger  Rail 
Franchising  (Opraf)  said 
that  out  of  the  country’s  25 
railway  companies,  only 
the  10  London  commuter 
companies  had  been  given 
permission  to  increase 
feres  above  the  rate  of  in- 
flation — and  th«»n  only  if 
their  performance  in  terms 
of  punctuality  and  reliabil- 
ity had  improved  over  the 
past  two  years. 

If  performance  had  dete- 
riorated. their  fare  in- 
creases could  be  limited  to 
two  percentage  points  be- 
low the  rate  of  inflation. 

The  companies  that  have 
been  allowed  to  increase 
feres  by  more  than  the  in- 
flation rate  are:  Chiltern, 
Great  Eastern,  London  Til- 
bury and  Southend,  Silver- 
link  (formerly  known 
North  London),  Connex 
South  Central,  Connex 
South  Eastern  (Kent  Coast 
lines  only),  Thames,  West 
Anglia  Great  Northern 
(West  Anglia  only). 

“Whether  they  take  ad- 
vantage of  this  is  a commer- 
cial decision  for  tbe  rail- 
way companies,”  the  Opraf 
spokesman  said. 

The  Save  Otzr  Railways 

campaign  group  claims 
that  some  companies  had 


already  announced  fere  in- 
creases beyond  the  &3  per 
cent  allowed  under  tbe  in- 
flation plus  two  percentage 
points  formula. 


Reckitt  & Colman  cleans  up 
£96m  household  wares  deal 


JuSa  Finch 


nECKTlT 

flsi 


& Colman  Has 
plashed  out  almost 
£100  million  on  acquiring 
four  more  American  house- 
hold brands. 

The  company,  whose  prod- 
ucts range  from  Brasso  to 
Dettol,  but  which  mule  its 
name  with  Column's  mustard, 
sold  its  food  businesses  in 
1995.  It  is  paying  £96  miHion 


to  SC  Johnson  & Son  for  the 
laundry  products  Spray  & 
Wash,  Vivid  and  Yes,  and 
window  cleaner  Glass  Ftas. 

SC  Johnson  is  in  tbe  pro- 
cess of  acquiring  the  four 
brands  as  part  of  its  purchase 
of  Dow  Chemical's  consumer 
products  division.  Reckitt, 


whose  portfolio  of  brands  also 
includes  Lemsip.  Mr  Sheen 
and  Dlsprin,  said  sales  of  the 
four  brands  it  is  buying  are 
expected  to  be  £78  million  this 
year,  producing  a profit  of 
£10  minion. 

The  purchase  deal  covers 
only  fee  brand  names.  Assets 
are  just  £4  million  and  manu- 
facturing will  be  transferred 
to  fee  UK  company's  existing 
production  facilities  in  fee 
United  States. 

After  this  deal  tbe  US  win 
produce  36  per  cent  of  Reckitt 
& feiman's  sales  worldwide, 
wife  31  per  cent  arising  from 
Europe  and  fee  remaining 


third  coming  from  the  rest  of 
fee  world. 

Tbe  deal  should  be  com- 
plete by  fee  end  of  January. 
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Bankers  facing 
a blue  new  year 


Edited  by 
Mark  Milner 


E are  not  fee  best  of 
times  for  banks  or  their 
employees.  In  Switzer- 
land workers  at  soon-to- 
merge  Union  Bank  of  Switzer- 
land and  Swiss  Bank 
Corporation  were  on  the 
streets  in  Geneva  yesterday 
to  protest  at  likely  job  losses 
— though  Britain's  famed 
flexible  labour  market  will 
mean  the  axe  falls  first  In 
London. 

Several  British  banks  are 
racing  industrial  action 
today,  ostensibly  over  pay 
and  conditions,  though  it  is 
hard  to  avoid  the  thought  feat 
their  dissatisfaction  is  being 
sharpened  by  longer-term 
concerns  about  job  security. 
They  and  their  colleagues 
elsewhere  in  fee  world  know 
full  well  feat  banks  are  look- 
ing to  cut  costs  and  technol- 
ogy is  increasingly  giving 
them  the  means  to  do  so. 

The  bankers  wife  the  most 
pressing  problems,  however, 
are  perhaps  those  in  Frank- 
furt and  Tokyo.  Yesterday. 
Germany’s  banking  industry 
effectively  found  itself  in  the 
dock  alongside  its  one-time 
favourite  client,  Juergen 
Schneider.  Mr  Schneider  Is 
the  one  who  will  be  going  to 
jail  — once  he  has  taken  ad- 
vantage of  fee  trial  judge's 
generosity  in  allowing  him  to 
spend  Christmas  In  tbe 
bosom  of  his  family  — but 
some  senior  figures  from  Ger- 
many's hanking  establish- 
ment will  have  winced  at  fee 
tongue-lashing  delivered  by 
the  judge,  Heinrich  Gehrke. 

Mr  Gehrke 's  judgment  Is 
scarcely  novel;  that  banks  are 
tough  on  anyone  wanting  to 
borrow  a modest  sum  but  fall 
over  themselves  to  lend  to 
those  asking  for  mega-bucks. 
It  will  strike  a chord  wife 
bank  customers  outside,  as 
well  as  Inside,  Germany.  His 
condemnation,  however,  of 
their  “unbelievable  lack  of 
scrutiny”  — and  that  was 
among  his  kinder  remarks  — 
cannot  but  leave  some  of  Ger- 
many’s top  banks  wife  a huge 
problem  in  rebuilding  their 
image  among  ordinary  cus- 
tomers. 

One  must  assume  fee  Ger- 
man banks  have  learnt  at 
least  some  sort  of  lesson  from 
the  Schneider  affair.  Tokyo's 
problem  is  rather  more  one  of 
substance  than  of  perception. 
Though  it  is  not  alone,  Ja- 
pan’s banking  industry  is  by 
far  fee  biggest  lender  to  South 
Korea,  with  outstanding 
loans  of  some  324  J billion 
(£14.7  billion)  at  the  latest  (al- 
beit rather  dated)  official 
count  By  contrast  the  UK 
banking  industry’s  exposure 
comes  in  at  a rather  more 
modest  *5.6  billion,  at  least 
some  of  which  is  likely  to  he 
made  up  of  lending  to  Korean 
corporates  against  their  oper- 
ations in  the  UK. 

Japan's  exposure  will  Inev- 
itably m«m  its  banks  will 
have  to  make  provision 
against  their  Korean  loans. 


The  snag  Is  that  that  Is  not 
something  which  comes  ros- 
ily in  Tokyo.  Traditionally 
the  taxman  has  carried  more 
clout  than  the  banking  regu- 
lator when  it  comes  to  provi- 
sions: Japanese  bonks  hove 
been  reluctant  to  write  off  bad 
and  doubt  Ail  debts  until  they 
arc  sure  they  will  be  able  to 
offset  them  against  tax. 
though  they  are  said  to  have 
become  less  reluctant  to  moke 
provisions  of  late.  Nor  is 
Korea  fee  only  one  of  the  now 
troubled  tigers  to  which  Ja- 
pan's banks  have  been  the 
most  enthusiastic  lenders. 

The  second  problem  is  Ja- 
pan's stock  market  In  1989 
the  Nikkei  stood  at  around 

39.000.  it  has  now  fallen  below 

15.000.  For  banks  feat  mat- 
ters. In  the  boom  times  many 
of  them  were  sitting  on  hand- 
some profits  on  their  share 
portfolios,  and  part  of  those 
profits  could  be  used  In  calcu- 
lating their  capital  adequacy 
ratios.  Such  profits,  where 
they  still  exist,  must  be  paper 
thin.  Though  many  banks 
have,  over  time,  taken  mea- 
sures to  tap  alternative 
sources  of  capital,  the  situa- 
tion must  be  giving  fee  coun- 
try’s banking  regulators 
pause  for  thought  if  not  out- 
right cause  for  concern. 

For  big  chunks  of  the 
world's  hanking  industry  the 
year  Is  not  ending  on  a happy 
note.  Don't  bet  on  It  getting 
better  in  1998. 


Christmas  gruel 

collapse  of  Knicker- 
box yesterday  highlights 
fee  tough  Christmas  fac- 
ing many  retailers  this  year. 

This  is  short  of  fee  kind  of 
high-street  crisis  which  blew 
up  in  the  late  1980s,  but  will 
mean  bumper  bargains  for 
shoppers  when  the  winter 
sales  start  at  the  end  of  this 
week  — in  those  shops  where 
the  sales  have  not  already 
started.  _ . . 

The  problem  is  primarily 
one  of  expectations.  This  was 
the  year  of  building  society 
windfalls,  falling  unemploy- 
ment and  rising  consumer 
confidence.  It  was  scheduled 
to  be  fee  best  Christmas  for 
years. 

Consumers  do  not  seem  to 
have  read  fee  script  Wind- 
falls have  been  spent,  to  some 
extent  but  on  such  big-ticket 
items  as  cars,  furniture  and 
holidays.  Shoppers  have 
resisted  fee  temptation  to 
restock  their  wardrobes  or  to 
splurge  on  presents. 

This  does  not  mean  there 
will  be  a rash  of  retail  col- 
lapses in  the  wake  of  Knicker- 
box. But  it  does  mean  there 
will  be  some  disappointing 
trading  statements  when  fee 
retailers  reveal  their  Christ- 
mas performances  next 
month. 

Sears’  latest  disposal,  an- 
nounced yesterday,  empha- 
sises that  many  groups  never 
fully  emerged  from  the  reces- 
sion. The  past  few  years  have 
seen  gaps  opening  up  between 
the  highly  successful  players, 
such  as  Next  and  fee  strag- 
glers, such  as  Littlewoods. 

This  Christmas  is  likely  to 
reveal,  however,  that  even  fee 
most  reliable  players,  such  as 
Marks  & Spencer,  are  strug- 
gling to  persuade  shoppers  to 
part  with  their  money.  And 
that  looks  like  being  the  pat- 
tern for  1998. 


ICI  explosives 
go  down  under 


MeholM  Bannister,  Ctitaf 
Business  Correspondent 


I 


d has  agreed  to  sell  its 

remaining  explosives 
businesses  to  its  former 
Australian  subsidiary  for 
£222  millloa  in  a deal  feat  win 
make  the  Australian  company 
the  world's  largest  explosives 
manufacturer. 

ICI  Australia,  which  won  its 
independence  when  Id  floated 
off  its  62.4  per  cent  sharehold- 
ing in  July  this  year,  already 
owns  ICTs  former  Asia-Pacific 
explosives  businesses.  It  is 
now  acquiring  Id’s  explosives 
operations  in  Canaria,  Latin 
America  and  Europe,  together 
with  distribution  businesses  in 
tbe  United  States. 

Hie  deal  reunites  the  bulk  of 
the  old  ICI  explosives  empire 


under  Australian  ownership, 
bringing  together  businesses 
that  among  them,  have  20  per 
cent  of  the  global  market  for 
commercial  explosives. 

Id  Australia,  which  is  due 
to  change  Its  name  to  Orica  in 
February  next  year,  said  the 
acquisition  of  Id's  North 
American  and  European  explo- 
sives operations  would  mildly 
dilute  gamings  In  1996,  be  neu- 
tral In  199%  and  be  earnings 
positive  thereafter.  It  said  the 
the  businesses  being  acquired 
had  estimated  sains  of  $500  mil- 
lion in  1997,  a trading  profit  of 
about  $20  minion  and  net  as- 
sets of  about  J295  million. 

It  plans  to  fund  the  deal  from 
fee  already  announced  sale  of 
its  pharmaceutical  business 
and  fee  expected  sale  of  its 
Moomba  to  Botany  ethane 
pipeline. 


TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SELLS 


Australia  2.489 
Austria  20.32 
Belgium  S9.60 
Canada  2.33 
Cyprus  0.6486 
Denmark  11.de 
Finland  8-81 


France  9.65 
Germany  SL8873 
Greece  467.09 
Hong  Kong  12.55 
India  65.38 
Ireland  1.1157 
Israel  5.89 


Italy  2^55 
Malta  0.63 
Netherlands  JLM3S 
New  Zealand  zai 
Norway  11.83 
Portugal  295J7 
Saudi  Arabia  S.T4 


Singapore  2.74 
South  AKa  7.B9 
Spain  242.47 
Sweden  12.72 
Swltmiud  £33 
Turkey  321.810 
USA  1.6295 
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Boxing  Day  racing 
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UMiMbrAiMrai*KHaidra.iBiraracra«ftnaftraaoL«aaSRiata*i9taphdLGB-sttMraog 

iw^W  5 1»  oraa  Oratra  Md  n A ran  wdaood.  4H  of  a 23  WM  Nanbi  Ofte  a 

taeo  *>  tax  U.  Sft.  CMra  M:  Oatad  kadar  afl  ftd  ab.  boodtaiai.  lora  amen  M of  7. 141  tram 

Item  QMdEMteTlMAS&l^  Boras  ttadufchraMBn.ittlra3miMM«bBi  aura  rad 

inaM  ddv  2 od  ft  ran  an  bi  Opart  at  Qtaftdm  3a  M tt  Gd.  Da^ov  let  B 1 0AcWngri  2 H 

rUataaBbadBrapraaraEmaMAftad  2.  inbdMSraaonaraRorai  2m  71  hoop  dt  SB. 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


Jataya 

ia 

in 

% 

Lata9 

I/M— 

u 

103 

m2 

+35.42 

25 

9t 

ms 

♦087 

102  176 

73  218 
86  178 
65  138 
55  127 


Mm 


U ta  * Iflda 


EB  278 
72  183 

so  an 


4.13 

. -iSS 

77  11.7  -2287 

-36S3 
357  +Z33 

283  -647 


Hereford 


MM  COX 


TOP  FORM 


Waytxars  Way 
Sosratem 


Figures 


GoMbMa  Sbora  Party 

Tbs  mage  Way 
VtaMtMbra 
WayfaranWay 
Swot  Gift 

SHnoTmrty 

draft  of  Ufim  oMi  300yds  nn-h.  EmplBsIc  on  speed  rattier  Ban  stendna. 
Good  toBoll  * Dontos  IMan. 

Uattnch  (128^  D TTxan,  SufMk.  157  mBes. 

3.05  Owr  The  llttgMi.  Moaraefc  235  Storm  Pott. 

in  bracUs  alter  rasa's  name  denote  days  since  lest  oudng.  F.  RaL 


Thirty 


^ g 35GOOSENatfttEHBRDLE(,Dlv|) 


P2m  3M  10yds  £2.570  (16  dectared) 

153  Ha  M Itatar  Bft  C ftwl«S-11-6 . 

422-35  SdMa Boy « SBnMwi  7-10-12 

OFf  (Mas  f!4ME  L Jams  0-10-12 

0060  BdHtaTOrCT  tel  llira  &-10-12 . 

0 Ga  MM  07)  F Jottai  4-10-12  . 

irftd* 


ftxMrS-io-72. 


— „0  Bara  74 


)DHba  8-10-12 

41  -5  Hsdra  (3z)  1 Mftnc  4-W-12 

0 tera  Iftr  BfClftJ  Batar  8-10-12 

00567  Paflk  tat  pfi)  H Brataran  7-10-12  — 

080  Sara  DtagH  Oft  0 Ndxtoon  5-10-12 ._ 

50- SBm  PH*  (BIX  Taa»»4talB  5-KM2 . 

00-  Hraimaa  C31]  JRlIrtn  7-10-12. 

QOOO  Ontnnaan  AnJEO]  A Jones  5-W-7 . 

8 Oydr  M£D  (Z7Z)  D Cwr  6-TO-7 . 

8 rf*T  Btai  (PM  Baam  Roe  MO-7  


i^-s 

B — 

l5  - 


Btatap  K Sn  DOW*.  7~i  The  M Ma^i  6-1  Bftdv  I 
OutrapaB  Att. 


y.  Qi  Btaa*.  7-1  a«  Pm.  12-1  PM  Lrt. 


*|  Qg  GOtKE  NOVTCEfMiDLE  (Dhr  7) 


2m  31 1 1 0yds  £2^56  (1 6 declared) 

W 6 M Tana  4-10-12 

5-18-12 

5-10-12 

403  nturaalti  CT  C Breda  6-10-12 

OMO  ha)  iMvpM)  A innea  5-10-12 

p 5 Jura  najwjerfo  8-10-12 

ao  iraMaacn)  i vusn  5-10-12 

0 WlaraM  {a  Its LrasRSM  5-10-1? 

50  BteaBn  pq  RAhcr  5-10-12 M 

U06Q  Sana  Bra!  BZ)  J Sadn  8-10-12 — 


F5  Bnraa  Ktog  (Q  B Lkataw  5-1 
FftftMIBaiOoqcSii*! 

403  niuraalta  CT  C wdq  8-11 


. . , AP  Jones  4-10-12 

80  AaM(qriHnr  6-10-12 

21412  UaHtagiM (21ft (W Us vmon 5-10-12 

M «» MHNata  7-ro-7  

WOO  Forwl  Dm  (7m)  U Stgrad  7-18-7 

1450  Tan  Oda  £5)  J Reran  5-10-7 

Bara*  15-6  FCmrte.  iJ-JMge*.  »«b  Plage*  ToaG*.  7-1  Ha  VligeBW. 
Jug  rara  Jtonr  luta.  Sm  Bee). 


14-1  Draw 


n|  gglNNCE  PIE  SaiJNG  HANDICAP  HURDLE 


3m  2f  £1 .786  (8  declared) 

1 42J4&  Star  Palaaa (1371  (BR F Jaitai 0-13-0  — 1 Btaga  0 81 

2 2IP3T>  B IMtan  Ulan  tlB  N IMP  5-11-0 L Cn«  (3)  « 

l 336120  Baraa  BBa  (4)  (BF)  W G M Traw  5-«-li J1  niaigiBW 

4 3HF  Bi  Dd  Bata  (17)  J taraa  5-UHJ . J DM  H 

5 443534  Jtat  Fa  A Bwan  fBJfi  Jodaes  5-10-0 BUM  14 

B WfM  tattaM  PD  B R»r  6-ttt-0 Gay  Ina  — 

7 QU091'  Qmn  Stag  (SB  A P Junes  5-10-0 _ % MriWI  * — 

■ OBPfl  Ifti OMH Bara oe S Mob 6-10-Q _c«raa0)  — 

MBm5-3  Wafa  Wta.  r-2  Jar  Fa  Aiftant  4-t  StaPtamw.  WWjOdObrart  5-1 S MrSnUirae. 
ID-1  Gnailtat 


2 05TOTtNOWCES,HAND,CAPCHASE 


112  51 
3I24T 


12m  3f  £3.594  ilO  declared) 

5LW 


Ayr 


ROB  COX 


I NHttaosra  6-11-10 

us  v Klara  8-11 -to 


top  row 


j i 

s 


•it 


IBjran  « 
V SMtay  * — 


BBBn^MWftftra»W»  7-2 Btaw».5-t  Sara  Of MAe.  Carter. 


2.35 


HUGHES  CATBOS  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

2m  3f  1 10yds  £2,970  (14  dectared) 

ss:w:-,W2- 


Lira 


60560  IBM 
41/ MB 
02121-  Baa 
3-3111  Tie 
2H4S2  lard 
•23314  BM  tea 
111-22  ' 

■00141 
2P1-05 
20600 
QQQlp. 

PffiP 

ra mo 
raw 

3-1  Sam  OB.  4-1  Ht  Bara.  11-2  SaaBBBrae.  0-1  LrtlBngatW  Caad.  10-1  BBARgb 


3.05 


PLUM  PUDDBIG  NOVICE  CHASE 

3ni  11110yds  £3.368  (12  declared) 

5641-Q  tBiiftimniiann  raarat  »no 
(T813  MaftHd  Ag*  (5»  H)  uav 

81)1  P SM  fcmray  pi)  B 7-11-0 

7112-4  BMBn  (29  I hirar  7-10-12 
(3151-  FM  Baras? 


6-10-12 


ft  0B4)  p)  N TdMMa  7-10-12 
P tow  7-10-12 


aracarr  8-10-12 

pi)  J R Hd*S  10-10-13 
_ A P Jan  8-10-7 
MpT-W-7 

e 0-4  FtaddsMu*.  7-2  FW  Honest  4-1  Graftal  Agat  8-1  tegBnn.  10-1  Bftjdugx.  Crafty  Sta& 


BLAHDTORD  BETTW6  NOVICES’  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

2m  II  £2.934  (12  dedared) 

222305  BM  BaftkO  M ftf)  6 Roe  6-11-10 0 J 

nns? Dfttarsrawiaw8itairaa4-n-a bjiumb •*  as 

680  IhniyftllBIftbifStoHHara 5-11-1 GStaftfcp;  - 

224451  Bag)  Bra  (ft  (7B  a)  It  Sxgra  4-10-13 * 0 BcPtal  (7) 


1 E?bB  Tan  (23)  H Hqnta  7-10-12 
08-453  Baa  BI  Brae  (20)  D Mda  8-10-12  . 
XBBO-  PMBtaddM  EBRftn«W»8-1M_ 
ma/CBatonarafcBSHoiicCdiS-irM . 
30040  Booth (1*  A E PteS-10-3 
Sfop-i  atan ndrtr MB! aaa 5-KK 

4PPF-  — iriHi  f~1  ?-nTr 

MM  laft  nwrawyg)  R J War  7-W-O 





MS  S 


:b*SS8*5 


l UogrSoD.  7h  Unra  10-1  Bad  BatUt  20-1 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


JKtar- 

1ft 

Itos 

% 

APtactoy 

X 

to 

as 

CUttaft 

21 

ft 

a 

a 

81 

39 

l£Sn« 

M 

55 

255 

nrntipimi 

11 

48 

22s 

J BK—W 

10 

57 

175 

10 

122 

62 

leraa 


♦2236 

♦1Z6D 

♦1473 

♦944 

-17C3 

■974 

-6081 


Taras 


Id  Rn 


IMS 


96  27.1 
» 467 
30  XI 
87  103 
43  188 
W 503 
S 14 J 


+Z2G5 

♦2M8 

•139 

-41.14 

-1M9 

*488 

♦6350 


RnkMaalady 
CBIaBuu 
Hopofnl  Lord 


HoptataLad 


1256 
1J5 
200 
2.35 

3.10  Haatraenrad  HaraarBmrd 

240  ftoraol  Pifjcugate  Ahfl 

OvaLM-tiaidodttXkof  IXm  «<m  2l0y*  nrHn.  Sute  tfie  speedy  rype  aben  B»  graal  is 
Bn. 

Oainc  Good  to  soft  * Denotes  Metes. 

Loag  dtotaaca  tarai-ra:  Cf&adno  (1.25)  8 Polar  Hng  C«J  C Thormon,  N Yerts.  165 
mSes. 

Swan  day  atonenc  None 

nrandlkst*K  1255  Pason's  Lodge,  Btang  TraB.  Saaetxfiti  Rader.  Vtaracfc  Bins. 
Figifes  to  metes  after  rose's  name  denote  (toys  since  east  oudng 


4 0 fSPDRT  fir  BRANDY  SELLING  HANDICAP  ffURDIf 

I AawOzm  £1,698  (IQ  dedared) 

1 *3*?  tray«  pq  (CO)  p ttaoa  a-i3-0 

2 <2  534  PaaaPi  indpn  pi  (9)  L largo  9-B-13 B 

■ 14  Fonra  J J (TUea  S-iD-U ■ 

« JP-PP0  BatoilMI  (1ft  m Bn  LArata  9-104 01 

5 BUM  BinuBBi  Oaaa  PB  R Ntai*-ftH) J 

B OIPO  ftlan  CUftnlra  pft  J 6t*fc  6-KW) B tata)  — 

7 MB  BBfcftlalMMntetevS-HH) AS SaBft  — 

• 000  TlQdMft  iraa  (to)  JJOTWi  9-IOQ LOapaPI*  » 

I OLEJE  BradBUftra  (B)  IT  Toag  9-1IM1  — S Tatar  ($)  71 

XO  VP  M*ftMp23H  Waggai  8-HM) B Fara  — 

•rake  154  Pratt  Lag*  11-4  RragB.  4-r  Un*.  8-1  S^jeTrafi  Ms.  14-T  Ifanton  (tec.  Hftfts 

M.  ura*** 


1J25 


GOOSE  NOVICE  CHASE 

2m  £2,785  (9  declared) 

Of l5UHMaa(H)MJ0ndBS-1l-4 Blbrimfl  87 

2TBV-  Bbta  PS9)  (CO)  C lbgiftn  7-18-13 BHtea  — 

50P-14  Oran  tnral  PQ  ft)  gf)  J 8te*r  8-10-12 IBMrfl  — 

3-005  tixtorai  («|  C Mwtfe  6-10-12 B Iwteg  — 

24RM  Mi  RteiPBninftnnal  6-10-12 A S State  « 

64TT-  Piter  Macftral  pfl^  Hs  L Heed  B-lCM? D BM  (7)  — 

22U6C3 TapflTaBra (H) PJ) J GWe 8-iQ-i2 SlftpaM  X 

KM2  MH1Mpft(B)GMItan S-HMZ JMBra«9 

020)  MMM4FnP)«1W&-1<W A MB  — 

BOM  8-2  rate  Ita*  7-2  taffcte  6-1  Corfu  6-tteMa.  (bran  SaratI«|l)W*&  12-1 


HOURSTQRS  OF  AYR  WWIBl  SALE  NOVICE  HURDLE 

2m  4(  £2.332  (7  dedared) 

25-124  Bra**  un  pq  PI  pp)  p OXEiroajfi  5-11-5  Ai 


iPP-fP  Btaa  ,lular(«  ft)  s taBrata  8-BM2  . 
01842  BnRrarraa  » G RctaRk  B-10-Q  — 
MtttapJ  Dana  6-10-9  — 

45-2  PWrAaOB  C Ibadan  4-10-9  — 
TtadNn HraH  Toefara 5-10-6  . 

006  fan  A M (M)  0 Wim  8-KK 


.t  Tatar  n — 


: 5^  No  Ftar  Ha.  5-2  Hopted  lad.  3-1  ft*  tong.  10-1  EaftrJda,  !4-lTMaB*fc 


ALADDM  AT  TEE  GAETY  HANDICAP  CHASE 

3mU  £3.474  (7  declared) 

FW-3)  Bnflaltara  Abrad  p3)  (CO)  C Mara  11-12-0 B 

1U21U  aa*g  Bmtata  058)  0 u Fan  8-11-4 

tft84  BJHimi  CM*  w W ra»  J Stogy  »c 

F733l>tabtofftra«Pl)mJjaTtaA8-1M ft 

UU5-  PrarpT^DItfct  9-10-3 A 

1234-3  Safctag  Odd  (B)  (P)  J Bratay  8-10-1 ■ 

P41JP?M»M(EH)MT«*»«r  7-W-O J 

_ 9-4  Bcrar  rne*  Ataad.  it-»  Ja^ra  fttaa.  w Sta*g  sm  9-2  Junto  caotra  8-1 
tanra  20-1  Kjfl'S  Ray.  33-1  Feta 


3 4 rtTEXSTYlE  WORLD  WBHB1  SALE  NOVICE  HANDICAP  CHASE 
■ 1 V 2m  41  ££843  (6  dedared) 

14-13  Bictialft  Oara  Pft)  W PftJ6dM>  7-IV10 

1/2-35  Tkra  Sant  pi)  P Cbetstraj^i  7-11-8 

1/4621  Uratar  Band  (IB  gra  aJPktatafti  9-11-6 
oif  l sragktt  (4«)  (OJ)  JB»d*r6-lM  _ 

4»5P  MiftMdaypB  H Totetaa  WM 
833’  Mta  BBb  pq  Ite  D TTorar  8-TO- 

KEraaltaraBma  5-2  SBRftyt  11-2  RaftafiOrat  6-1  Umb  EBB.  14-1  Tim  Sot  ftaiftarar- 


O AAWBSKY  MAC  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

wtvan  4t  £2.785  (5  dedaiecfl 

G3C3-2  PBmgBi  Rag  (tft  A Vftftn  8-11-13 

1H&3  BosW  m n P Boatete  4-11-8  . 


EM-25  Patat  pq  n a Tatum  3-1D-7  _ 

13563  BataaapqLlagn  5-HW 

634,2-  Btaf«Ud(fflq J BandB lO-UM) 


Bdflog  2-1  praoqae  tag.  fr-4  Rcsset  3-1  Ptate.  5-1  Ueeara.  8-1  to*  W lad. 
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-2977 
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-5555 
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115 
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*3048 
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■WOO 

Red* 
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46 

217 

♦601 

BBBrara 
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61 

mi 

-1068 

Gratoy 

9 

39 

711 

<JE7 

ABfttera 

6 

31 

194 

*11  a 

Treble  chance. ..  One  Man  who  bids  Cor  his  third  win  in  the  King  George  Chase 


Ivory  to 
tower 
over  his 
rivals 

Chris  Hararidna 


David  nicholson 
eanAa  a strong  raiding 
party  to  Kempton  Park 
and  whatever  the  fate  of  Bar- 
ton 'Part*  In  the  big  one 
should  return  home  in  suit- 
ably festive  mood. 

A double  looks  cm  the  cards 
for  Nicholson  with  the  novice 
Zaralasha  (12-40)  and  For- 
est Ivory  <l-10).  the  latter 
being  a young  chaser  of  great 
potential- 

It  Is  no  surprise  that  Forest 
Ivory  is  aspiring  to  the 
heights  over  fences  having 
been  in  the  top  flight  of  young 
hurdlers  last  season,  finish- 
ing fourth  to  Istabraq  at  the 
Cheltenham  Festival  and  win- 
ning the  Sefton  Novice  Hur- 
dle at  AIntree. 

After  waking  an  impressive 
debut  over  timber  at  Ascot 
yargi»Rka  was  turned  over  by 
wahi  ha  Sands  at  Leicester 
but  there  was  probably  no  dis- 
grace in  that.  Among  his 
rivals  here,  the  former  smart 
Flat  handicappw  Baron  Fer- 
dinand, Soger  Charlton’s  first 
runner  over  hurdles,  is  an  in- 
teresting newcomer. 

Course  an^  distance  win- 
ners are  always  worth  a 
second  look  at  Kempton  and 
Secret  Spring  <1.4 5).  trained 
by  Peter  Hedger,  had  some  de- 
cent form  an  the  track  last 
season  when  second  to  San- 
xnartLno  and  successful  in  a 
hot  novice  hurdle,  beating 
Sharpical  and  Daraydan. 


Huntingdon 


ROB  COX 


TOP  FORM 


1230  nraTolraifta  TftaTtaandi 

ino 

im 

zoo 

230 

aoo 

3.30 

Ouel,  rtght-hsndod  traft  oi  VSm  wflti  200yds  niHo.  Psrtscdy  flat  vftti  BBqr  bends. 

Bohv  Brad.  * Denotes  bites. 

Lang  iSstaaea  bmdKK  Breftiw  01X9-  Gems  Lad  £0(8.  Karenasam  (200),  Farabi's 
Broth*.  pDO)  S Cobrwam  (130)  Mrs  S Sttflh,  W Yolo.  149  ofles. 

Snraitay  ntann: Non 

Bftftarad  flrst  Goe  Z30  Physlca]  Ful  Moon*  Nona. 

Figures  in  bates  Bter  tKns’s  ram  rtonotB  rtays  shoo  tat  auttno. 


40  OAGHUSTMAS TIDE NOVUZ CHASE (DIV1) 

IrtCBwU&ntfllOjds  £3,410  (TOdadaretfl  . 

(T7)  Pfl  J FnOraa  6-11-6 


212-11  Ifta 

3B31-P  Graatai  BOpr  M p)  H CMkn  7-H-O 
2*23-  OataBra  Big  (S2)  Iks  K Wftai  8-10-12 
8311  ItataM  On  fl5)  tas  J Ftan  7-19-12 
Q24UB*  Rhi  By  B(ftt  (Wq  Ufti  H Srtght  8-18-12 
34MJ5  kra  OoMra  Pft  A ttenft  W8-12 
PPMP  Bftar  by  pq  j Jtatei  7-48-12 
00KV2  tetao  TboM  PB  T FooW  7-KM2 
OWE  Brag  Bra  (to)  JOM  840-12. 

0612-2  SftMB  Os  (15)  Ifti  DWte  840-12. 


taftf  84  HtaRMa  Onus  5-2  Be  Tran*.  11-2  Ujft  Oa.  U tetTbarar.  KM  Brarsl 

»4-1  Do«n»  Hon  ifc  Rra  q (te.  heft  Oewra.  WnrnA  r 


.ntegMoo. 


4 CHRISTMAS  TIDE  NOVICE  CHASE  (DfV  2} 

1 AA/2m4f  110yds  £3,410  (10  declared) 
pq  jaw  7-11-6. 


i pq  6 a***  s-10-12 
I K F CUtaadc  6-18-12 


PB  W IAsS  Star  6-13-12 


J «3-« 

2 PPflM 

3 RJ433- 

4 04222 

I a r fatal  i Moor  g?)  AH  Ham  5-W-12 

6 0233- G«»8arap64)(Bq  tote  HtaftW  6-10-12 

7 3123  OcnH  (25)  (Of)  E HttM  6-HW2 

■ 0331-3  Setara  pq  (D)  0 tetUb  8-10-12 

I 1-  Bteftidi (272)  WtoiHIftM 840-12 

■n  - MOD  fttateltoiqK 5-10-7 

82  MHO,  teftan,  (ftoAL  Saftraft  8-1  &Mpr*.  Sefton.  re-1  BstotactraL  Stage  Eta 


1OAC»«SlMASB0XHA«HCyU*HUraLE 

■Ww2m5M  10yds  £2^59  (14  dedared! 


PM  TFgnra  8-11-10. 
|JTqra5-n-B. 


| SB)  KaJftnft  8-11-6 


.J  F TM  » 
IWto  M 
. ft  Ibstataa  87 


MteBndM pi) Ms JPIbaaa 8-11-1 BUM  BB 

■Mta Bara  an  ll  BMP  9-11-0. ■ Wtatay  M n 

Wte ■» fiq  »*1  C *W 548-13 LM0  — 

EnteH Wftra ftfl  pte b)  6 tebtta 5-18-ftl tactata  Hill  P)*M 

MW Etrarar  (22)  98 1*1  CDys*  JO-10-9 «»  C Dyn  — 


35480  Btatettta  pi)  J JMOte  848 
20089  Ura  Sktat  BM  <■  T fttt 
33P-«  COM  (■  BB  M Mb  t1-» 


04225 

34/58 


2 OQigggj^gmcnr^gm^^E 


'3m  £3^28  (11  declared) 


I m rat  s tea  18-11-10- 

~ jtai  0 Hta«  1811-W . 

_ „ Batata*  12-11-6 

) AHItaMrMl-8 
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Wednesday  December  9a 


1997 


Boxing  Day  racing 


SPORTS  NEWS  13 


Strath  Royal  on  course 
for  his  fourth  victory 


Ron  Cent  expects  the  in-form  veteran 
to  continue  his  winning  run  at  Wetherby 


■ M MtilLE  the  top  chas- 

mien  are  fighting  it 

WmWK  OUt  at  Kftmptpn. 

W V sparky  Gayle  bids 
to  establish  his  Gold  Cup  cre- 
dentials under  top  weight  in 
the  £20.000  Rowland  Meyrick 
Handicap  Chase  at  Wetherby. 
He  may  be  pushed  to  concede 
a stone  to  a back-toform 
Strath  RoyaL 

Sparky  Gayle  was  found  to 
be  suffering  from  a low  blood 
count  after  finishing  fourth 
behind  Senor  El  Betrutfci  in 
the  Murphy’s  Gold  Cup  at 
Cheltenham  last  month. 

Brian  Storey,  his  regular 
jockey.  Is  convinced  Sparky 
Gayle  will  go  on  to  prove  him- 
self top  class  once  he  is  upped 
in  distance,  but  the  seven- 
year-old  faces  no  easy  task 
giving  weight  all  round  on  his 
first  attempt  at  three  miles 
and  one  furlong  over  fences. 

Major  Bell,  a tough  cam- 
paigner, has  a 91b  pull  in  the 
weights  Rut  the  four  lengths 
he  was  beaten  by  Sparky 
Gayle  in  last  season's  Cath- 
cart  Chase  at  CheTtwnhMm  and 
he  showed  he  was  coming  to 
hand  when  fourth  behind 
Senor  El  Betrutti  in  the  Tri- 
pleprint Gold  Cup. 

But  it  is  Strath  Royal  who 
looks  the  main  stumbling 
block.  Though  not  for  off  his 
12th  birthday,  Strath  Royal  is 
enjoying  easily  his  best  run  of 
form  since  his  highly  success- 


Doubly  engaged 


THE  founding  horses  are  doubly  engaged  on  Boring  Day.  Each  hone  ft!  only  ruiaUftetr  second 
pr^erence  fln  brackets)  treating  B the*  fra  pretauma  Is  abandonad. 

A^tahfet  3.30  Norton  Afoot  (2£5  Kempton};  Cottage  Craft  12.45  W8tf«1>y(2J)5  htarictf 
Rasen}:  Doan  Ttfl  Tom  1 JO  Huntingdon  (135  Hanford) ; Ran  trEggs  1 .1 5 WeBieitoy(l.25 
Ayr);  Kadartnrf  2.55  Kenvfcn  (1.15  Weftiertijfc  Ubw  street  Btaes  1.30  HsiUngdai  (235 
Hereford);  Lord  Hasfln  135  Malta*  ffesm  (325  Wetherby);  Pearl*  Onto  155  Nawton 
Abbot  (1 .00  Marta*  Rasety;  Rotate  Pride  320  Newton  Afoot  p 20  MncankvftSIrerielJO 
SedgefleW  (1 .00  Marital  Rasen);  Tte  Brew  1 20  Hirthgdon  (225  Hereto*. 


fbl  1994/95  campaign  and  he 
goes  very  well  at  Wetherby. 

In  a muddling  four-runner 
race,  which  boned  down  to  a 
match  in  reality,  Strath  Royal 
may  have  been  fortunate  to 
beat  Colonel  In  Chief  by  a 
length  and  three-quarters 
here  last  time. 

Pan!  Carberry  appeared  to 
have  matters  under  control 
until  Colonel  In  Chief  finffH 
the  last  fence,  and  sinrw  thaf 
was  the  seven-year-old's  first 
nm  of  the  season  he  will 
likely  be  well  fancied  to  take 
his  revenge. 

But  with  many  of  Gordon 
Richards’s  horses  under  a 
cloud  Colonel  In  Chief  may 
not  make  the  anticipated  pro- 
gress. Strath  Royal  <2l2 6)  is 
as  game  as  they  come  and 
complete  a four-timer. 

Mary  Reveley  and  her 
stable  jockey  Peter  Niven 
look  set  for  a first  and  last- 
race  Wetherby  double  with 
Joe  Shaw  (12.45)  and 
Foundry  Lane  (3.25). 

Joe  Shaw's  reappearance 
run  at  Leicester,  when  fourth 
behind  Gipsy  Geot  prompted 
a stewards'  enquiry.  In  hia  ex- 
planation. Niven  stated  Joe 
Shaw  would  be  suited  by  a 
longer  trip.  The  two  and  a 
half  miles  of  the  Boxing  Day 
Novice  Handicap  Hurdle 
looks  ideaL 

Unless  bumper  winner  Jus- 
tin Mac  proves  something 


Newton  Abbot 
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special.  Foundry  Tanp  ahould 
cWy  his  penalty  to  the  Christ- 
mas Novice  Hurdle.  He  aex- 
tainly  ran  into  an  exceptional 
ex-bumper  horse  in  Frarch 
Holly  at  Haydock. 

Kaltak  (l^O),  having  his 
first  run  for  the  Ttm  Easterby 
stable,  is  an  interesting  run- 
ner to  the  St  John  Ambulance 
Handicap  Hurdle.  He  was  too 
high  in  the  ratings  last  sea- 
son, but  tht»  haniftAapppr  haa 
started  to  relent. 

With  front-runners  Stately 
Home  and  Northern  Starlight 
in  opposition,- the  Mid  Season 
Chase  at  Wlncanton  promises 
to  he  a thrQler.  Around  The 
Gale  also  likes  to  be  up  with 
the  pace  and  this  race  could 
be  set  up  for  a late  thrust  by 
Glitter  Isle  (L55). 

Josh  Gifford's  seven-year- 
old  won  his  first  two  races 
over  fences  last  season  in 
good  style  before  finding  the 
ground  too  fost  to  the  Royal 
SimABiance  Chase  at  Chel- 
tenham. 


With  plenty  of  rain  about. 
Glitter  Isle’s  stamina  can. 
prove  decisive  at  the  end  of 
what  seems  sure  to  be  a 
strongly-run  race. 

Despite  a strong  Martin 
Pipe  presence  in  the  Wincan- 
ton  Gold  Card  Handicap  Hur- 
dle. Gifford  looks  the  man  to 
follow  here  as  wefi.  A aiib 
rise  in  the  weights  has  put  the 
Flndon  trainer’s  None 
Stirred  (250)  nicely  to  on 
lost 

This  is  a progressive  geld- 
ing who  was  confidently  rid- 
den to  win  narrowly,  but  deci- 
sively, at  Fontwell  following  a 
promising  second  to  Spendid 
at  Cheltenham.  He  looks  the 
sort  to  remain  a step  or  two 
ahaad  of  the  handicap  per. 

It  will  be  a surprise  if  Pipe 
fail*  tO  have  big  nciw»1  quota 
of  holiday  winners,  and  Mr 
Darcy  (3.30)  looks  a likely 
sort  for  the  Parkers  Caterers 
Novice  Handicap  Hurdle.  Mr 


Reveley . . . Doable  chance 

Darcy  has  his  first  run  for  the 
Pipe  stable,  having  shown 
plenty  erf  ability  when  trained 
by  Paul  Webber  last  season. 
Despite  top  weight,  he  Is  not 
badly  treated  off  a mark  of  95. 

Rain  could  scupper  the 
chances  of  Linton  Rocks  to 
the  Lard  Stalbridge  Memorial 
Gold  Cup  Chase,  and  prefer- 
ence is  for  Danger  Baby 
(3.00).  His  dose  third  behind 
Him  Of  Praise  and  Dom  Sa- 
xnonral  at  Haydock  is  sound 

farm. 

At  Ayr,  Master  Bavard 
(3.10)  should  be  capable  of 
following  up  his  20  IwngthH 
Musselburgh  win.  He  was 
reluctant  to  line  up  there,  but 
did  nothmg  wrong  in  the  race 
itself  and  remains  well 
treated  on  a previous  second 
to  Royal  York. 

In  the  seller  at  Ayr  a mar- 
ket move  for  HntcUes  Lady 
(12JS5)  would  be  significant 
She  has  her  first  run  in  a 

himitira]!  and  shown  aivwigVi 

to  warrant  consideration  at 
fhlsteveL 


Chris  Hawklm  previews  the 
King  Georg*  VI  Chase  on 
page  IS. 


LANGSTUE  CUT  HOTEL  HANDICAP  CHASE 

3m  2f  110yds  £3,469  (8  declared) 
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'2m  Of  £2^64  (10  declared) 

isz  RHttkpqanpaG-n-ifl 

CCC0-5  Ota  Qv(t1)  J Cttrei  8-11-8 

04424J  TOosi  lotata  pa}  Mttbi  5-TI-6  — 

poro-  deousm  cm  me  Eta*  8-11-3. 


S^43  1rert(njW*HIW5«4-n-0 

332142  ratatt  ta  m m R Res  8-18-10 . 

-8236F3pttta»taHaN^tt  5-10-6 

03-024  tat  Itareb  {B|  P IMA  4-10-4 


501323  SpM  tflrei  (11)  |E}  J R ftgno  8-10-1 

OOOCPSptaolBUMrm  SKnW  S-10-0 

3-1  Mtttt  flu.  7-2  KMPtt  5-1  HMlOMItaBtt  13-2  Stettq  Bn*.  7-1  SttLnN.  8-1 


COURSE  SPECUUSIS 


APSrCay 

IDnmdl 

DMNttr 

JRvt 

MET 


IM 

Arc 

% 

uerea 

Danam 

in 

ten 

% 

urea 

+16.79 

HPta* 

103 

3M 

209 

■612 

PRota 

52 

304 

+921 

-35.16 

PMctott 

30 

141 

255 

+2267 

-9357 

RRnt 

23 

233 

695 

-103.12 

hUmcaai* 

10 

44 

•ru 

+151 

Dteaftdto 

8 

<7 

1/7 

+799 

15 

117 

128 

45357 

BBcua 

.WDM  B 

.W  mtM 


C lire  5-11-5 . 
.Ml  7-11-5. 
B SMrt  4-11-6- 
. .IMM4-H6. 

{ZZteKQnHM  8-11-0. 


iTJ  = 

JLhM  V 

■ FttttrP)  - 


Hta  8-5  Cta  Oak.  5-1  Farm.  11-2  Staton  ttaj,  7-1  Tsfr4kon  9-1  Dmqta*.  12-1  CauriCMl 
16-lfaota  Hon.  Am*  Boh.  Namredy  Mb. 


ROS&AND  GROUP  NLVWGTtBf  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

2m  3fl  1 0yd5  £4553  (0  declared) 

23-441  Dim  tat  (13)  H ta  S Mil  5-11-12 B P 

0MB3  tataNiraa  pi)  N tari  MW 

51fr3PUh  N Bta  (SAWN  Cttw  6-11-1 D «■ 

uwe  rarareto  (W  u»  p ft  b-w> ■ 

112317  Dae*  !■•■«■  (TIN  D £ta  8-NW) 

2V0C  BHB  TM  «M  TO  fi  •*  Ote“  4-«-0 . 


man. 


2-1  Dn  Ma,  3-1  ra«M  Mbq.  ub  Bi  Fta,  9-2  7-1  Bore  11*  tad. 


3.05 


DUCKHORTH  RBfflAIBlBI  NOVICE  CHASE 

2m  If  11 0yds  £3334  {4  declared) 

CSrWti  8-W-12 . 


1 S24P4 -- 

2 346450  J*An  Tii  (15  J Pewr  6-1W2 

3 non  ra*  wS*  m nil  Oran  6-10-12 

rastes  9-11  Ttt*  11-4  Ita  tan-  MOtt  10-1  JMilM. 


3.35 


RON  LAIC  HRIHDAY  NOVICE  CLABMG  HURDLE 

2m  If  1 1 0yds  £1 51 2 {14  declared) 

Jragreg  » 

Mr  K R Otal  (7)  77 

iasg” L”-nasa« 


mm>  tarf  Jret  (■»  B temr  7-1M 
;9-49aN^T«te,3-1tak6-1  CD«*  fttt  BNw.  9-IUrtJtott.  12-1  Mtt.  Lb*  % 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


Jocttgs 


1 at  A« 


AF 

A 

R. 


LBtaSt 

+10126 


86  25S 

116  YU 

OS  1M 

141  1 ZB  -38tt 

49  32.7  +14J8 

75  2U  -OM 

70  20  +11.12 


UtoHi 


IS  Am 


1M3 


Jf 

KHH|M 


89  103 
119  IIS 
44  295 
94  123 

55  U2 
73  m 
154  452 


1247 

-4553 

+25.48 

-3467 

-1459 

-422 

•aam 


Sedgefield 


ROM  COX 


TOP  FORK 


1.00 

1.30 

2JOO 

2J30 

3.00 

3J0 


ForCatbal  FbrCatttt^b) 

Dark  Oak  DftrfcCk* 

ExwttlnDaalgR 
Xaip* 
ltastflaltt 
Dorano 

Ht-tendal  drett  a utna  atti  200yds  ruHn.  Stem  h character,  but  3ra-pte 
Ue  raenttig  test  el  atemlna. 
a » Soil  * Dantes  bfinkea 

taa—ra:  Rher  CteBanoe  [LOCO  j Upson.  Nonftams.  206  maes. 

Nona. 


h bractete  attar  huse^  name  denote  days  stare  last  outing.  F.  Flat 


4 AARBlONKMNtnnCEinRDLE 

I iWW3ffl  3f  110yds  E2.355  (7  declared) 

03221  HCktamLnago  6-11-5 

kh  II  tafcy  6-11-6 


— M hr 

(MH03  M»Bri(!7l /tenge 6-11-5 . 

34P-PP  ffifcd  (S)  JGrt»  6-10-12 

JBf-P  Ftrarer  Sty  pi)  UtKUati  9-70-12 

02  Mta  Mj  Hwanl  Jtearea  B-10-12 

KP-  SRf  C Ftagrei  7-10-12 

5-4  For  Gta.  11-a  BktOM.  7-1  UHkL  8-1  Mata.  25-1  SRy  Ai 


:V2Z. S 


pj  - 


4 ^rtKHIBffleBrSnLLGOMIGAFraAU.THBE  YEARS 
m teVWHAMHCAP  CHASE 

3m  31  £3.738  (11  dedarecQ 

1 a&-3P  *mre  arena  ca  j tmc  b-u-u 

2 5tP41  »®fe  8^  OTfijSa  11-11-8 

15P4J5  nil  RAStaeB  7-1V-3 

tmr  AnaB m WtaRn irtB F ta  7-11 
3-re*1  . - 
U32-24  Are 
un-staM 

4UB39  KM>t  Bm  U2T1 J Itmd  Jcttai  B-Ti 
-53UF  Oh  at  (in  k)  Mix  E Hcsmp  11-1CM) 
tt  52-565  9m  Mm  i 

11  QH22F  MarNta 

ratty  S-1  DrtOA  7-2  Fta iredv,  4-1  lab  Fcft*  5-1  Skrel&  10-1 1*.  Metal 
Cnu^  DbfBiA. 


2m  5f  £3,103  (13  declared) 

4*-ipi  ewepre  tu  m ten  w latnre  7-11-12 . 

841  Aprelll  RterMFta!  S-tO-12 

• ■gPtaMS-HHZ. 


B Eta  8-18-12  . 
MM 8-10-12 . 


^ 1 m Olreto  7-10-12  -H 
IZ-U346  cm.  RrepB)  m Utah  B-10-12 

amfmraremjm 
io»a 

32RM 
4>-124 

zazrarH  . 

0H2.3  tare  tan  czbf 
FBZ-2B  It* IbriOVmre 


5 


m MS  URMtor  5-10-12. 

8-10-12 . 


J (Jana  6-18-12 

A9rettkB-U-Q. 

6-HW2 

A Mata  IV- »-12  . 


r T J I 


PI 


Bttw  Em  Eitaw  Data  9-1  Ctesad  Ok  6-1  tew  Chttw.  7-1  Sta  RW.  14-1  Ctotare  Rotte. 
18-1  OMk  ML  Store  Star. 


0 ROLL  CWHAmOAP  CHASE 

AavU2m  110yds  £3.488  (9  deetted) 

1 2EF211  IthtottUta 

2 3-2134  tenth  MM 
233-14  UM 
75843 
234125 
IT3ab- 
0125-4 

-3P462  Ok  . 

-PS3P6  Star  (23)  J 


Mtew  1WT1 
10-1 9agn 


11-4  Ttt  to  My  LA  7-2ICRnnar  cm  5-1 W Da  Rm  1 V2  Mta  Mk.  184  Xtetoto.  Ik  Iteta 


'2m  5f110yds  £2,723  (12  declared) 


0012-1  MttTtt 
16511  I 


B Etem  5-11-13  .. 

Mf  pn  icq  I Mi  8-11-11 

nnjiliMr  6-11-10. 

B MMl  7-1 


n B AMmI  7-11-4-cral 

1 Ultoill  OB  n m o tai  5-11-2 


[r& 


»*s 


83 


B rattn 


PDaunrel  7-11-2 

4-11-1  - rrlrr-  n- 

ID)  Iks  A SitaM  7-1041 

CTCPoum  7-180 

' W UdtosM  3-10-0 

J BUt  11-10-0 E CaSarere*  a 

11-180 telRtotan*  — 

r,  7-2  insta  Tali.  84  Eten,  13-2  Bondar,  8-1  ToptauBudna  Ansng  SA 


B 
83 
M 

P)  - 
P)  - 


NKMdm.33-1 


72m1f£2,583(8ttedared) 

8-RJ55 
-32024 
-21134 
43118 

■ 12543  Ham*  Bata  . . . 

16062  tarert  (Man  fh)  (CD)  J Tun*  B- 
-4P304  McattR(ai(UI|KUvpiB-10-0 
506505  Rrehtaa  (il]  Ms  K Lamb  5-W-O Ha*  S tab  (7)  — 

3-1  fey.7-2  FakhrimaW.  4-1  Dtaroand  Barii  82  Emm  5-1  GcreafiOnta  >8-1  Hatodrak 


COURSE  SPECUUiSTS 


Jndop 


IM 

tern 

K 

LresIS 

Taktn 

U 

Arc 

% 

LaM9 

52 

17? 

+1645 

teaUmtey 

B7 

zn 

264 

+3199 

wru 

J Johann 

20 

181 

124 

0M  Moon 

19 

113 

1b-H 

-48-69 

IS 

143 

im 

-7856 

Jtototo 

IS 

161 

633 

-8155 

73 

192 

-4.45 

PBoxwri 

14 

73 

1B2 

■053 

14 

m 

157 

+3353 

EtewyaSmnh 

13 

« 

1/4 

-2052 

14 

97 

14  4 

-6041 

BBbm 

11 

91 

121 

-952 

Trainer  watch 


HosreraMiRttir**tr"<fcr«itatiahMtnit»i—  AyBl5S  Priar  Mariam.  1*3  D mormon  to  Mte 
LuctaRunal:?55SNningFiM*Bia.APOWreBDFoRMr. 

Krestac  1.45Btass  UeStetor.  U KwtahR  Aae. 

Wtartojc  1 50  Katak.  J M Carr  to  T EasMby:  355  Att  J Prana  u T EaaMy. 

a50hrOH,GLMoDreH)Cftwi™ii&l*DBcy.  PWefitartoMPIpa 
taBagdoc  1250  Ha  Fire  By  WgM.  S CMsui  U lias  H Knight 

rarefeate  1255 Cradtora.  R Ron  B> E LJ 0 Jam  Omar  OriteK.  Noal  Cbancr la 0 Cann  Mil.  R tan  d R 
hulnnui.  flhfcy  Rare.  R MMatena  in  Bireme  ftm:  UtearenSon.  Jteiuilirei  mJAHngtias:  1J»  Bafes.  It 
Jdwaon  in  W Turer,  Oukaf  May.  AP  Jena  u Ntator.  Tla  Wags  Way,  D Mdnbon  u Ita  V HBfaa$i  1 JR 
Sartatonmr,  AHgbtostoF  Jwbic235  JtkGuna.  RPrtatoMShaKMft  One  MreCba.  JLNmkAob  b 
J R Huglar  Wtanei.  C Eflennn  b C F C JaOacn;  3 05  fta  Haneat,  Paatt  J Hariy  ® C J terete  356 
MBnkh.  Joseph  GUurptiy  to  CitaM  Rw  lb  Goorttey,  RteartoF  Jertea;  Pot  Eted*W,RLwtoR 
Hum 

tom  256  Jta  Hub,  J Ptas  to  B Bfcom  llss  House,  P Moonay  to  KC  Ctmtait  255  Dob 
KBttyhDShw. 

Attot  1 55  MUy  Rrin.  B Kb  to  J Spartan  A Shtafl.  S Dow  n P Rodant  4J»  Cratti  On  Crett.  M 
HcatgantoGEclKailL 

SadgriUHb  250  Coikd  tea*.  0 6 Mctode  to  B Bbcn,  Dnkfs  Wa*.  M Hanaooad  to  U A RaM  & Stas 
Safer.  Ms  AM  NBugta  «Mis  ASatotanl;  350  MtodiaclB  lea  MraSM  Ausfc  b Hi  ASwMank. 

. tare  1.40  A M ttoyar  Oupn  to  J MBs;  215  OanaoutahWoo.  M HMonl  n D Ftan* 
pta  450 Nonh  Antor.  T HU  to  N uonooea 


Wolverhampton  (A.W.) 


IWrPAUY 


MHce’iDooblk 

Bongo 

Hgu  Auction 
Daily 
Democnt 
Rex  Maid 


TOP  FORM 


F«yte 


ED*  Hop* 
Sft  St  Join 

Rrmbmi 

Hun  Bay 


l.»5 

1.40 

2.15 
2-43 
315 
350 
420 
450 

WjWMter.  nteesand  track.  Wt-hareltd.  cl  just  into  1m  whh  im-n  at  380ym  Sharp 

GttRF  Stercaffl.  * Denotes  Urhers. 

Ware:  No  adrantaga 

UwpdtoicRtawBteR!  FayMl  AOANtaaatee.  Dewn  155  nfts 
saiWl  ^nwaaii;  None. 

350  Red  Pnartarr.  4.?o  itoa  Bay.  Vtara*  3 50  Hk*  Gartmr 
fipns  in  tiralsts  alter  tetsa's  name  (touts  days  sure  test  outng  J Jumps 


1.15^^SrD,Yca3flA™",“|D,v,) 


Ip  Oapsai  tr-io-o 
1«M  __ 

BTO C Famr: 4-9-1 1 . . . 

_ 3-».' 

*gg°  4-3-7  _.  . 

P55313  tag*  talmn  n h CinanonvLedMi  4-4- - 

ooooacr  Wtotar  pi  iwntoi  w-  5 

2BOC44  RreMlitoa  (tte  W * tataM  fc-.'-li  ..  . 


a: 


IH taniure.  18? ta. 


■t*  H 
Mare  74 
toirei  n 

Dntt.B-1 


4 BREN)  SAUCE  HJUDBI  STAKES  3Y0 

I rfwiin  100yds  £3,306  (6  dechrefl) 

30  ekatfOom  PQ  6 Itarewi  I 
: Bcnre  (B4C  TOMon  9-0  . 

3 hire  ns  A Nncenfae  9-0  _ . 


05001  I 


ICS 
ar-i 

SIS  a*E3  h|A  ns  A hoxxmmx  a-o  _ . . , , 

4(4.  6f>3  omartapni J1*. 9-0  . _ - 

5i»  602  AMbat  M J Hto  86  — ant 

• IS  Q3M60  MtomnUaM 8-9.  __  .""TV...  _*i5 

teatoec  7-4  AMgal.  3-1  fto*.  7-2  Ota  OS  4-1 8w*>  16-1  Rsni  »-i  Obud  ftrere 


21  gOOUSTMAS  PIHKMMG  CLAIMING  STAKES  ZYO 


in 

2Q 

SB 

4® 

6(7} 

■a 

W 

■m 


>61  £2,440  (9  declared) 

605000  CtoreaMltett* Jill) Drama  Dare  M3 . 

tettStolirttHl . _ 

404050  MtohgniiraMM..  . . . . 
005000  ttMAHttlMB Prifog 8-4  . _ 

00300  Stam  (UBB  Btott  84 
000000  ttBiiri  pqR  HMmflwri  82  „ 

000000  tatai  i (a)  G Mtoiunre  8-0 . . . 

00  Jariftrlta  (even  tom  7-13 

oo  nrara*  (U)  h mmw  7-12 ... . ... 

: 15-8  Rtatog.  9-2  M#t  tare.  182  liodc  jm*. 


A I 

4e>  In  Tina.  9-1  Isudum.  10-1 


O A.K  cms  “ASSETS  BRTHDAY  CaEBRATON  HANDICAP  (DIV  2) 

AteHrW  6t  £2,71 3 (8  declared) 


1 pi  340001 

2(41  814010 

3(8)  rwnow; 

4P  6-43P0  HSaMMI 

50  194)00  RMitate* 

6® 


N lUfcf  5-184)  .. . 

9 PEnrs  3-9-11 . . 

®S)  6 Leas  4-9^9. 

Ntamk*4-9-r  

remb-9-4  

. . BJ II  DBncn  4-8-12  . 

7®  000020  Drei1»(l)  in) 91)  RDta  4-83 

tp)  100335  Mar  Earig*  P2)  (0)  W H fiwooume  4-7-10  

Batts  81  Etem  Pngtott  81  EM  Man.  II-?  feta  SpOony  13-: 

n«  Bare.  81  Mata  m im 


A 


AfittuPl 

r,  Corektoa  Ota  Oeaiy. 


0 ^ 


s 

I 

PI 


*r Byre*  ■> 

G IWUt  ■ 


OW-W-K 


im  100yds  £4,983  (9  dedared) 

00B141  Itotti  (22)  n MS  JCld  4-8-11 

361111  Dreml{thninaMesna3-8] 

94)005  (ratal  hgml  07)  J Spamg  3-82 S Dram  n 

420003  M St  Jala  (IB  n M Ryan  3-6-6 A QakaBB 

230401  taracknSunitataMd 4-84 F li*ck  12 

052041  R^Bltti W PJ M» NUaafcy 8-84  BBta*  71 

000200  Ca*4HC  ns  mMJginBi  3-8-3. 

011040  Itov  An  Rriire  (146  ffl)  M Jotota  5-83  _ 

023035  EretafaB  Ere t«4  BHCflan  3-7-13 

15-8  Danona.  8-2  lota.  5-1  Sto  a Jdn.  13-2  attach.  81  Qnrel  Pagret  BbSa  181 


i 


a area  x im 

.1  flataa  R1 

-imp*  *4 
Matt  tarer  78 


3.50?MSfiH 


rlm4f  £1.999  (10  declared) 


P4(Q0)PEMB8812. 
SMtRr  8 


IRBSWRH4-84. 
883, 


A 104003  rax 

S 4)0300  Rid 

3254B  hat 

H 530000  Bred  

m 24S4Ca«toraataaitatq>|EP|PHttriM6888. 

B 5004  ttM  Star  (2291 0 wcM  3-813 

(4  469000  Saiaa  CMS  (Jf)  R Jnttei  3-813 

a 410000  ttre^ Sara Ute) Ita NMaott 3-812 

(3  000004  9«»yn*ato*r(tteUftoai88-fl 

torn  340G08  Takrecc  Jm  (20)  fl  Htan  3-88 

Betev  81  Ite  tend.  82  Staton  SOwntet  81  hatbabauni  T-HtoarantoinTilwBB  Jib  81  ttod 
nretom.  SUnny  H»  Sidney 


. a teccaSqr  (7)  -+  sea 

. M Bta*a-*  IB 

. teatt  Dayar  74 
S Bureau  * 72 

ztSs?  z 

___  SDnrere  — 


A AAPARSOHS’  NOSE  HANDICAP  STAKES  (DfV  1} 
*tte^Wlm  If  79yds  £2^94  (11  declared)  - 1 


BUreta  4-9-12 

DbnM  7-9-9 

Hataflte  6-9-6 

B 884 

BUtailea  4-9-2 — 

JSpeartg  881 

Hotonetwd  6-9-1 . 

12. 

■to  3-6-12 

RPteuck  6-810. 

6-81. 


saara 

U4004  SaMa  Cm  |H0|  (Cfl)  Dbatoal  7^9*9 S Co** 

000065  BttHt  (B  ffi  M HaanaBb  8S-6 S 

001604  Stan*  am  Bata  884 * 

230430  hradltoittnm  NUOWfea  4-9-2 — — — S BettMBi  * Bt 

001410 

06804 

233125 

H0502 

240504 

8 4-1  teaa  Bn.  9-2  Ooeato  Setter.  11-2  ftbbm  13-2  Hceamb  late.  81  Sod*  Con,  Cotaa 

.81  Fated  ToW. 


A BS#bPARSWIS’  NOSE  HANDICAP  STAKE  (DW  2) 

4b9vi  m 1 1 79yds  £2^94  (10  declared) 

menp  Ban  4-811 


)BUwtti8B-10  „ 
•fr)Jfta»89-4. 

IB  raw  4-9-2 


|*M9 


8000601  I 
MOW 
ra  023234 
U 00843)1 

a (MOOT  SttAtiMarteT  tote  NMtafcy: 
m 6403M  CknM*b  Ure  PH  (C)  A Hteefead  58- 
0 04)051  Obi  *1  My  Dnam  (27)  (C)  M Heaton-fib  4-811 . 

0 E0-CD6  Raft  Mbr  (29Q  N Lteraden  7-8-6 

a 506066  PHtortpt  Brepg  (BJ  aw  4-85  - 

tarn?  0-0000  etata ta^D awnan 87-a JOdM  - 

bmBw  11-4  Mcmt  3-1  Be  O My  tan*.  9-2  Guaabtai.  9-1  OiateW  Urn  8-1  Pitoc**  Buy.  10-1 

Onta  PPb,  rar°>y- 


C0URSE  SPECIALISTS 


JOCK* 

IS 

Arc. 

% 

Lnwia 

IratoM 

id 

Arc 

« 

ums 

■M Mri 

GO 

582 

103 

■19229 

iS> 

Mtoari 

Cater 

39 

3? 

31 

28 

28 

a 

331 

157 

224 

116 

187 

390 

115 

20.4 

135 

241 

15 

64 

45.74 
■3657 
■4419 
+2970 
■2291 
■134  75 

PBra 

MPraacos 

Wlmr 

rSST 

S3 

31 

X 

15 

15 

14 

235 

321 

111 

121 

169 

111 

226 

677 

a4 

124 

654 

126 

+30.78 

■3230 

■173 

♦1278 

-4372 

-1248 

Wincanton 


BON  COX 


TOP  FORM 


1250 
1.20 
1JS 5 
Z3D 

aoo 

3-30 


Potter  Aetti 

Stem  Rub 


Potter  Again 

StanalhB 
Nortfaem  StwBgM 


Sooteyl 
Mr  Darcy 


HoeeStfmd  (nag) 

DaaaerBMbr 

Hr  Darcy 

Right-handed  cirait  ri  1m3T  win  200yds  ruHn.  Level,  gafloplng  cause  where  the  going 
randy  becomes  heavy. 

Sokv  Good.  Good  to  SoR  In  ptaces.  * Denotes  bfeAsre. 

Ureg  ritobnee  twiha:  S&tsly  Home  (1^9.  Amazon  Express  C2-30J  A Dangar  Baby 
(3.0^  P Bowen,  Dyted.  145  irita. 

Saves  day  wtorem:  None. 

tt*emi  flret  times  2J0  Jet  ftts.  Wsorett  None. 

Figures  In  brachMs  after  txra's  name  denote  days  since  last  rating.  FJ=laL 
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Boxing  Day  racing 


Chris  Hawkins  talks  to  the  trainer  plotting  victory  in  the  King  George  Chase  on  Boxing  Day 


Brooks  looking  for  the  Suny  side  up 


Bay  can  lift  crown 
in  Kempton’s 
battle  of  the  greys 


RGUMENTATIVE,  I 
slothful  and  unenthu- 1 
siastie  were  the  ! 
used  to  de- 
scribe Charlie  Brooks  by  Oli- 
ver Sherwood  when  sacking 
him  from  the  Lambourn 
trainers’  cricket  team. 

Now  friendly  banter  and 
rivalry  Is  one  thing  but  surely  i 
thin  was  E"ing  too  far?  Wasn’t 
Brooks  well  known  for  his  all- 1 
round  sporting  prowess  and 
being  a good  egg  to  boot? 

Indeed  he  was  and,  dodgy  I 
knee  permitting.  still  Is.  All 
was  revealed  when  Sher- 
wood’s letter,  pinned  to  the 
board  In  Brooks's  cosily,  | 
shambolic  office,  was  found  to 
be  dated  April  1. 

Also  pinned  to  the  board 
were  words  of  wisdom  by  Sir 
Marie  Prescott  cut  from,  an  j 
old  Racing  Post  article:  “A 
happy  trainer  is  a bad 
trainer." 

Brooks  thinks  Sherwood  , 
probably  got  it  nearly  right 
but  is  in  no  doubt  that  Pres- 
cott got  It  spot  on. 

The  stresses  of  a trainer’s 
life  are  many,  varied  and,  i 
since  the  advent  of  the  mobile 
phone,  almost  non-stop. 
Brooks  knows  it  only  too  well. 
With  his  Suny  Bay  due  to  run  . 
in  Boxing  Day’s  King  George 
VI  Chase  the  pressure  is 1 
really  on. 

“I  think  I worry  more  and 
feel  the  strain  more  now  than  I 
when  1 started  training  nine 
years  ago.”  said  Brooks. 
"Sure  it  was  important  to 
make  a good  start  and  get  es- 
tablished but  in  those  days 
one  wasn’t  folly  aware  of 1 
everything  that  can  go  wrong. 
Now  if  you’re  happy  in  this 
job  you're  an  idiot” 

Brooks  has  the  temperature  | 
of  his  horses  taken  twice  a 
day,  has  them  scoped  and 
blood  tested  twice  a week, 
weighs  them  twice  a week 
and  generally  ftisses  over 
them  like  a mother  hen. 

Which  is  why  second- 
placed  Hisar  at  Ludlow  on 
Monday  was  only  his  first 
runner  for  a fortnight  after  he 
discovered  a number  oT  his 
horses  were  carrying  a low- 
grade  virus. 

“You  see  horses  every  day 
of  the  week  at  every  race 
meeting  running  two  stone 
below  their  form,"  he  ex- 1 
plained.  "Viral  problems  are 
now  endemic  in  racing.  We’re 
not  talking  about  coughing  — 
that’s  easy  to  deal  with.  No. 
this  is  something  much  worse 
and  In  the  last  ten  years  with 
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That’s  my  boy...  Charlie  Brooks  with  Ws  big  race  hope  Sony  Bay  who  will  he  out  to  show  them  the  way  home  on  Friday  photograph:  martin  abgles 


SO  much  international  move- 
ment of  horses  the  problem 
cannot  be  contained  or 
solved.” 

The  worries  do  not  stop 
there.  Nobbling  and  doping 
are  other  matters  on  Brooks’s 
mind  with  particular  refer- 
ence to  Boxing  Day’s  big  race 
and  he  bas  bad  security 
beams  installed  on  all  the  ap- 
proaches to  Suny  Bay’s  box  to 
prevent  any  evil  intruders 
getting  to  the  horse. 

Apart  from  all  this  he  is 
fairly  happy  and  delighted  by 
the  continuing  wet  weather 


which  aiinniri  ensure  plenty  of 
give  in  the  ground  at 
Kemptan: 

“Suny  Bay  goes  through 
soft  ground  better  than  most 
although  it’s  a fallacy  to  say 
he  must  have  It  — virtually 
all  horses  go  better  on  good 
ground.  But  the  key  to  this 
race,  as  I see  it,  is  running  the 
speed  oat  of  One  Man. 

‘Thafs  what  we*ve  got  to 
do  to  have  any  chance  so  Brad 
(Graham  Bradley,  the  jockey) 
will  be  not  be  hanging,  around 
at  the  back  — we  know  Suny 
Bay  stays  at  least  three  and  a 


quarter  miles  so  we’ve  got  to 
exploit  his  strength. 

“I  think  One  Man  Is  beata- 
ble — every  horse  is  — but 
he’s  at  his  best  around  Kemp- 
tan and  it  won’t  be  easy. 

“Suny  Bay  is  better  this 
season  than  he's  ever  been. 
He  has  matured  and  is  a 
heavier,  stranger  horse.  He 
broke  a blood  vessel  at  the 
start  of  last  season  but  that 
was  in  a post-viral  phase  and 
there’s  no  reason  to  believe 
it’s  an  ongoing  problem  with 
him 

“We  keep  him  out  in  a field 


for  much  of  the  time  if  the 
weather  is  all  right  It  makes 
life  much  more  interesting  far 
him — standing  in  a stable  an 
day  is  terribly  boring  — and 
be  goes  out  there  with  bis 
friend  Wild  Music.  There’s 
very  little  grass  in  the  pad- 
dock  so  there’s  no  dangw  of 
him  stuffing  himself  with 
grab.” 

Brooks  is  very  aware  of  the 
tradition  of  Uplands,  the  for- 
mer yard  of  the  legendary 
Fred  Winter,  where  he  trains 
at  Upper  Lambourn.  Some 
great  horses  have  trod  the 


turf  here  — Bida,  Lanzarote, 
Pendfl,  Crisp,  Kffliney  — all 
stabled  in  what  used  to  be 
known  as  mOlianaire’s  row. 

Suny  Bay  is  an  higher  land 
above  and  when  he  looks  out 
of  his  box  can  see  the  row  but 
ft  seems  doubtful  whether  the 
ghost  of  Bula  bothers  him;  it 
would  be  hard  to  find  a more 
placid  animaL 

While  he  is  turned  this  way 
and  that  for  the  benefit  of  our 
photographer  he  obviously 
doesn’t  give  a damn.  If  only 
hi«  trainer  could  follow  bis 
example. 


SOFT  ground  at  Kemp* 
ton  park  Is  likely  to 
malfp  fllillp  tough  for 
One  MaT1  as  he  attempts  to 
emulate  Desert  Orchid  and 
bun!  a hat-trick  in  the  Per- 
tempe  King  George  VI 
Chase  on  Boating  Day . 

The  going  was  firm  and 
Ideal  for  this  brilliant 
horse  last  year  when  he 
tw»^t  only  four  rivals  hot 
with  nine  declared  this 
time,  including  several 
front-reamers,  the  race  Is 
ahnpirig  wp  as  a much  more 
demanding  contest. 

If  One  Man  can  win  in 
these  - adverse  circum- 
stances he  Is  indeed  worthy 
of  being  talked  of  in  the 
same  breath  as  Desert  Or- 
chid, who  In  fact  won  the 
race  four  times,  hot  the  dif- 
ference between  the  two 
great  greys  is  courage  and 
stamina. 

Desert  Orchid  had 
enough  of  both  to  add  a 
Cheltenham  Gold  Cup  to 
his  siring  of  Kemptqn  tri- 
umphs bat  (tee  Man  seems 
to  be  made  of  less  stem 
stuff.  His  two  failures  in 
the  Gold  Cop  suggest  he 
treads  water  after  three 
miles  while  his  propensity 
to  stop  on  the  run-in  casts 
doubt  about  Iris  fighting 
qualities. 

. Some  may  regard  such 
comments  as  heresy  and 
will  point  out  that  whether 
he  Idles  or  stops  is  of  no 
consequence  wham  he  al- 
ready has  the  opposition 
stone  cold.  After  being  held 
op  One  Man  wins  most  of 
his  races  between  the  third- 
and  second-last  fences.  ' 
Trig  high  cruising  speed 
and  fluent  jumping  mean 
that  he  takes  less  out  of 

hhncolf  than  Interior  rivals 
whom  he  tends  to  over- 
whelm as  they  begin  to 


struggle  at  tills  stage.  But 
In  tiring  ground  wort 
proven  stayers  who  should 
StJH  be  galloping  at  the  cru- 
cial stage  he  canUlmia 

fight  on  his  hands  this  time 

and  we  should  see  Just  how 
much  he  finds  when  it  be- 
gins to  hurt.  ..  . 

This  will  be  a war  of  attri- 
tion. Senor  El  Betrutti  and 
Suny  Bay  are  likely  to  cut 
out  the  pace  but  the  former 
Is  considered  a doubtful 


There  axe  no  such  wor- 
ries about  Suny  Bay  who 
won  the  Hennessy  in  soft 
ground  over  three  and  a 
quarter  miles  last  month 
and  is  In  the  form  ofhis  life 

he  beat  Barton  Bank 

(giving  Sib)  by  13  lengths  at 
Newbury. 

Hough  Quest  was  second 
last  year,  beaten  12  lengths, 
but  the  firm  ground  was  all 
against  Mm  and  because  of 
It  he  damaged  a tendon' 
which  kept  him  off  the 
course  until  two  weeks  ago 
when  he  was  second  to  The 
Grey  Monk  at  Haydock. 

That  race  should  have 
brought  him  on  and  as  he 
stays  all  day  and  has  a turn 
of  foot  he  Is  for  from  a fo- 
lornhope. 

See  More  Business  was 

well  behind  Sony  Bay  on 

his  reappearance  at  Hay- 
dock  but  that  was  a confi- 
dence-boosting run  and  he 
won  the  important 
Rehearsal  Chase  at  Chep- 
stow next  time.  Only  a 
seven-year-old.  his  time 
will  come. 

To  sum  up  if  it  keeps  on 
raining  Sony  Bay  (2.20) 
win  be  in  his  element  with 
stamina  Ms  tramp  card. 
One  Man  deserves  to  be 
favourite  on  his  record 
round  here  hat  he  is  not 
invincible. 
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Big  race  field 


O OAi*HrrBi>siaNGcaJRGEVi  chase 

4aAV3m  £60.980  (9  declared) 

«f  2tM2  lata  Bat  ftT)  ptl  Nfchcttw  11-11-10 

«ff  6*-&Z  rtrt.MTW  (acfofr  P-tt—10 

«a  3-«s>  Dwedan  ccn  ( Douwffl  e-iv-io 


4SB  3-405*  D*dto<Z7>  f Douareffl  MHO 
«M  2BM1  to  Sn  pi)  p)G  «<*■*  9-11-10  _ 


1/12-2  too*  feat 
22F-31  SinK 


.army*  « 
kTBoam*  so 


T Caw  1 HI-10 

in  PNcUb  7-11-8) . 
6)4*8  Hx*  8-11-10  _ 


unwa 


407  W211  tarBBMH-pl  A 4*Slta*8-11-TO 

at  512-H  ta  am  pine  8-17-70 : ; 

m 3QF-P1  tiirtleow  Bfc (ft)  m -i  tort  n-n-io 

MtoKMOreltai  9-4  9ivB«  54  Bata  BvkS-IRatfiCM.  12-1  SteMsaE 
Bead  awCMapr  Dalai 


. C Uantoi  K 
.(Mr  m 
L «**•  79 


Golf 


Rugby  Union 


Rugby  League 


Sport  in  brief 


Caddie  takes  up  pen  and  ink 
to  tell  a tale  of  pin  and  link 


Cardiff  TV  row 
‘will  kill  game’ 


Sculthorpe  deal 
shatters  record 


Cricket 


Lawrence  Donegan  meets  a man  ready 
to  bag  a big  slice  of  the  US  book  buck 


SITTING  in  Rick  Mac- 1 
kenzte’s  office  beside  1 
the  18th  green  of  Old 
Course,  you  can  hardly  es- 
cape the  conclusion  that  the 
caddie  manager  at  St  An- 
drews Is  pushing  his  luck  just 
a little. 

Not  content  with  spending 
his  working  day  gazing 
across  what  most  golfers 
would  consider  to  be  Elysium, : 
Mackenzie  bas  used  hJs  spare 
time  to  write  a book  on  the 
sport. 

You  won’t  have  seen  A Wee  \ 
Nip  at  the  19th  Hole  In  shops 
here,  but  In  the  pre-Christ- 1 
mas  rush  on  the  other  side  erf  I 
the  Atlantic  it  has  became  the 
sports  book  equivalent  of  a 
Tolctubbies  doll.  “Forty  thou- 
sand  sales  In  four  weeks,”  a 
bemused  Mackenzie  says. 1 
“The  publishers  say*  it  could 
do  around  100,000  by  spring.” 

The  publishers  may  well  be 
erring  on  the  side  of  caution. 
Next  month,  the  SO-ycar-old 
Scot  will  travel  to  the  United 
States  for  an  appearance  on 
The  Oprah  Winfrey  Show 
(she’s  declared  A Wee  Nip  her 
favourite  golf  book)  and,  as 
anyone  with  a passing  ac- 
quaintance with  the  US  pub- 
llshlng  trade  will  tell  you,  to 
receive  Oprah’s  blessing  is  to 


be  ushered  Into  unit-shifting 
nirvana. 

All  of  this  explains  why  the 
expression  on  Mackenzie's 
face  could  quite  easily  be  on 
loan  from  a National  Lottery 
winner.  "I  can’t  quite  believe 
It  all."  he  says.  “It  started  as  a 
little  booklet  which  I wanted 
to  give  out  to  golfers  who 
came  to  St  Andrews,  to  raise 
the  profile  of  the  caddie  de- 
partment and  show  people 
that  the  caddies  weren’t  just 
dogsbodies.  I had  gathered  a 
lot  of  stories  from  some  of  the 
alder  caddies  and  I had  my 
own  collection  of  memora- 
bilia and  put  it  together.” 

Mackenzie’s  original  book- 
let concentrated  on  the  contri- 
bution of  St  Andrews’  caddies 
to  the  history  of  golf.  Many  of 
the  best  players  in  the  later 
part  of  the  19th  century  were 
caddies,  as  were  most  of  the 
leading  equipment  makers. 
Eventually,  it  fell  into  the 
hands  or  the  Michigan-based 
publisher.  Sleeping  Bear 
Press,  and  the  rest  is  the  stuff 
of  authorial  dreams. 

It  is  not  hard  to  fathom  why 
A Wee  Nip  has  been  such  a 
success.  As  you  might  expect 
from  the  course  caddie  mas- 
ter, Mackenzie  is  respectful 
towards  the  Old  Course's  Era- 


Carry  on  clubbing — Rick  Mackenzie  muroo  macleod 


ditions.  but  his  is  not  just  an- 
other boring  golf  history  book 
but  a vibrant,  fanny  account 
of  the  St  Andrews  caddies, 
from  Willie  “Trap-door" 
Johnson  to.  weft.  Ricky  Mac- 
kenzie, a former  hippy,  world 
traveller,  occasional  roadie 
for  Creedence  Clearwater 
Revival  and  novice  caddie 
who  rose  through  the  ranks  to 
become  top  dog  in  the  pris- 
tine-white caddie-shack  that 
sits  besides  the  first  tee  of  the 
Old  Course. 

“It  ain’t  Tolstoy,  and  It 
doesn't  have  pretensions  to 
being  a golf  history  book.” 
confesses  Mackenzie,  “but  it’s 
about  real  people  — the 
caddies.  Put  it  like  this:  bow 
many  golf  books  do  you  get 
that  say,  ‘hey,  you  golfers, 
this  is  how  caddies  were  once 
abused?  Do  you  know  that  at 
one  time  caddies  were  carry- 
ing big  heavy  leather  bags 
that  had  28  clubs  in  them?*  ” 

That  the  lot  of  the  St  An- 
drews caddie  has  improved 
over  the  years  is  partly  down 
to  the  efforts  of  Mackenzie 
and  his  like-minded  predeces- 
sors. He  might  be  a game- 
keeper  now  but  mice  upon  a 
time  be  was  a poacher  su- 
preme, leading  the  caddies 
out  on  a series  of  one-day 
strikes  in  1984  for  better 
wages  and  fairer  treatment. 

“When  I became  a caddie,  it 
gave  me  the  feeling  that  at 
last  1 was  a somebody.  I 
wasn't  just  a dropout  with 
hardly  any  education."  Mac- 
kenzie says.  “I  try  to  instil  in 
the  young  lads  when  they 
work  here  that  it  isn’t  just 
about  logging  a bag  around. 
For  four  hours,  they  and  the 
golfer  are  in  each  other's 
world. 

*1  used  to  work  for  Willie 
Whltelaw  [the  Tory  grandee] 
when  he  played  here  and  we’d 
talk  about  everything.  1 prob- 
ably heard  about  changes  in 
government  policy  long  be- 
fore the  press  did.  For  those 
four  hours,  the  two  of  us  were  ! 
complete  equals.  That's  what 
I love  about  golf  — the  democ- 
racy of  the  game” 

A couple  of  hours  spent 
reading  A Wee  Nip  confirms 
that  he  means  every  word  and 
that  he  speaks  the  truth.  It 
should  be  required  reading 
for  the  pampered,  club-throw- 
ing primadonnas  or  the  PGA  j 
Tour. 

• A Wee  Nip  at  the  19th  Hole 
will  be  published  in  Britain  in 
the  new  year 


Paul  Rees 


THE  chairman  of  the 
eight  Premier  Division 
clubs  in  Wales  bas 
warned  that  the  professional 
dub  game  will  die  unless  Car- 
diff and  the  Welsh  Rugby 
Union  resolve  their 
differences. 

Eddie  Jones,  who  Is  also 
team  manager  of  Pontypridd, 
is  concerned  that  the  WRU 
win  lose  its  domestic  televi- 
sion contract  with  S4C  be- 
cause Cardiff  are  refusing  to 
allow  live  transmission  of 
their  games  at  the  Arms  Park. 

S4C  wants  to  televise  Car- 
diff’s game  with  Pontypridd 
on  Saturday  and  have  asked 
for  a 6pm  kick-off.  Cardiff 
have  refused,  insisting  that 
the  match  wfll  start  at  230pm. 

Pontypridd  have  told  Car- 
diff that  they  will  adhere  to 
the  terms  of  the  television 
contract  and  plan  to  arrive 
for  an  evening  start  Cardiff 
are  not  bound  in  the  same 
way  because  they  have 
refused  to  sign  a 10-year 
agreement  with  the  WRU,  un- 
like the  other  seven  top  dubs. 

“This  has  to  be  sorted  out 
quickly,"  said  Jones.  "If 
Welsh  rugby  loses  this  con- 


tract, a number  of  dubs  will 
gotothewall- 

"We  are  obliged  to  play  the 
game  at  Cardiff  at  the  time 
requested  by  the  WRU.  The 
referee  will  be  arriving  for  a 
6pm  kick-off  and  so  will  we. 

“Many  supporters  will  not 
bother  going  because  of  the 
fuss  about  the  kick-off  If  we 
are  not  very  careful,  we  will 
kill  the  professional  game. 
Heads  need  to  be  knocked 
together." 

The  Cardiff  ehirf  executive 
| Gareth  Davies  said  there  was 
I no  prospect  of  the  dub  slgn- 
I ing  a 10-year  agreement  with 
the  WRU.  “We  are  prepared 
i to  commit  ourselves  for  four 
years,  which  Is  foe  duration 
of  the  television  contract,  but 
it  does  not  make  good  bust- 1 
ness  seme  to  do  so  for  any  1 
i longer,”  he  said. 

“As  we  are  not  receiving 
i money  from  the  television 
agreement,  we  win.  not  be  told 
when  to  start  ounnatches.’’ 

• Heineken  Cup  organisers 
have  abandoned  their  quar- 1 
ter-Bnal  play-off  experiment 
which  gave  cup  holders  Brtve 
a passage  to  the  knock-out 
stages  this  season.  Five  group 
winners  and  the  best  three 
runners-up  will  contest  next  j 
season’s  quarter-finals.  I 


ST  HELENS  yesterday 
completed  the  signing 
of  Paul  Sculthorpe 
from  Warrington  for 
£370,000,  a world  record  for 
a forward.  The  previous 
highest  fee  was  the  £230,000 
paid  by  Leeds  to  Wigan  for 
Ellery  Hanley  in  1991. 

-Saints,  who  also  possess 
the  world’s  most  expensive 
back  in  Paul  Newlove,  a 
£500,000  capture  from 
Bradford  two  years  ago. 
handed  over  £300,000  in 
cash  with  the  £70, 000-rated 
utility  forward  Chris  Mor- 
ley  moving  to  Warrington. 

Sculthorpe  Is  Saints' fifth 
recruit  since  the  end  of  last 
season,  the  coach  Shann 
McRae  having  taken  Paul 
Atcheson,  Brett  GoldspSnk 
and  Paul  Davidson  from  the 
defunct  Oldham  Bears  as 
well  as  signing  Jamie  OleJ- 
nlk,  an  Australian  centre. 

.“This  is  the  move  I 
wanted,"  said  Sculthorpe. 
*T  also  spoke  to  Wigan  and. 
London,  hut  Saints  have  a 
long  history  of  winning  tro- 
phies and  that’s  what  1 
want  to  do  now.” 

He  win  not  make  his 


Saints  debut  in  the  chal- 
lenge match  at. Wigan  on 
Boxing  Day  because  the 
signing  cannot  be  regis- 
tered .in  time.  Instead  he 
will  be  paraded  in  the  pre- 
season friendly  against 
Swinton  cm  January  26. 

The  Wigan  v Saints  game 
is  one  of  three  on  Boxing 
Day;  Featherstone  and 
Wakefield  have  also 
retained  their  traditional 
derby  and  Leeds  take  on 
HaiifiiT.  Matthew  Foster 
and  Daryl  Powell,  both 
recruited  from  Keighley, 
and  the  Australian  forward 
Marc  Glanville  will  make 
their  Leeds  debuts. 

Thft  new  Oldham  clnb, 
whose  Brat  fixture  is  a 
friendly  against  Rochdale 
at  Spotland  am  New  Year's 
Day,  will  have  the  former 
Hornet  Nell  Flanagan  on 
show  after  his  signing  for 
an  undisclosed  foe. 

Sheffield  have  released 
David  Mycoe  and  Alex 
Thompson,  lending  weight 
to  speculation  about  fresh 
moves  for  three  unsettled 
players:  the  Featherstone 


England  yesterday  extended 
foe  contracts  of  their  three 
selectors  to  foe  mnimnifun. 
The  chairman  David  Gra- 
veney,  Graham  Gooch  and 
Mike  Gatling,  whose  deals 
were  due  to  end  before  foe  1999 
Worid  Cup,  have  been  in- 
stalled beyond  that  date  after  a 
unanimous  vote  by  the  man- 
agement advisory  committee. 

American  Football 

The  New  England  Patriots  beat 
the  Miami  Dolphins  14-12  to 
wm  the  AFC  Eastern  Division. 
The  win  — sealed  by  touch- 
downs from  Martin  Grier  and 
Dave  Meggett  — earned  foe 
Patriots  home  advantage  for 
their  play-off  rematch  with 
Miami  on  Sunday. 

Rugby  Union 

Gloucester  have  made  an 
offer  for  Bath’s  transfer-listed 
England  forward  Steve  Qjo- 
moh  and  agreed  to  sign  New- 
bury’s England  a wing  Brian 
Johnson  after  his  loan  ex- 
pires at  the  end  of  this  month. 

Tennis 

Mary  Joe  Fernandez  has 
pulled  out  Of  the  Australian 
Open  with  a wrist  injury. 


prop  Steve  MoELoy,  the  Hali- 
fax second-row  Michael 
Jackson  and  the  Leeds 
stand-off  Graham  HolroytL 


Res  ults 


Cricket 


Football 


TOTO  COP  rr«  AM*):  Bear  Janaalem  3, 
Maxed  Tor  AWV  1 (MC  1-1  st  90mtn). 


American  Football 

Wli  Maori  12.  Now  Engle/*)  U. 


WOMttN’S  WORLD  CUV  (Bomb**): 
Quarter  lha  Now  Zealand  244-8  (SO 
cw  ate;  0 Hodday  TO.  EOtunmOO}.  Ireland 
108-8  (GO  overs;  Brawn  *-12.  Rams)  2-2BL 
New  Zeeland  won  by  ias  nine,  e— I Bn 
■InTiitm  I ode  • AU*tre*a  (New  Delhi). 
Dee  Hi  England  * New  Zealand 
(Chenral). 

TOUR  MATCH  (Pori  BfaaMfi):  England 
U-10  288  (O  A Shah  87V  Saab  Africa 
School*  2Z1  (U  van  Wyfc  GO.  J Kent  SB; 
Napier  4-43).  England  (MS  won  tty  47 


Stoke  v SWR  Utd:  Sunderland  v Bradford 
C;  Tnmnere  » Bury:  wdrarttampton  v 
Oxford  Utd.  leaawe  DMd—  Bourne- 
mouth V ammgbBKi  (IZOS  Brantford  * 


SauStend  (izo):  Bristol  CvMBwaflnzO); 
Burnley  v Outturn uhft  CerlWe  v Black- 


pool; Lieon  * Northampton;  Pfymoudi  v 
ndhu;  Pranao  v Otdhaiw  Wtoau  v Bite- 
tol  Rvrs;  Vtraxhem  * Wigan  112-0): 
Wycombe  v Witter*  (T  -30);  Tor  It  v 
Grimsby.  Third  Wmalnra  Barnet  v Peter- 
taeogh  (12 Jib  Brighton  v Cdctarter 
(l-Cfc Cambridge UtorLOrtwjt Paccar-  , 
dm  * Beater;  Darilogion  v MarKfertetrt: 
Doneeater  v Manafleid-.  lUitlepom  * Scer- 
beroutfc  IfctB  * Cheater;  Uocobi  C » Roth- 
Whem;  RocMala  * Shrewsbury  Scun- 
thorpe * Notts  CO;  Torquay  « Owens ae 

can.  

Oto  VAUXHAU.  CWWKe  Chel*'! 
tannam  « Yeovfl  cuq;  Dover  v wesng  ' 
flZJJfc  Gateshead  y HaBtax'RJA;  Hsdnee- 1 
tort  * Keaoring:  Hereford  * KMdennlnster 


Basketball 


HDAs  Attains  99.  Utah  101:  Ctnriotta  81. 
Tijtofno  7%  New  Tot*  79,  DsCaa  07;  Of 
tando  88,  New  Jsnsy  99:  PWadWpW*  82, 
Detroit  98,  Houston  83,  La  LaSare  M;  is. 
waidree  79.  WiaMngtan  110;  Phoenix  VI, 
Golden  State  76.  Sacramento  89.  Mlnn» 
®w  79.  Wmdfawai  *—t,rn  Corfer- 
•mm  tWanWn  DMdow  1.  MUurt  (W17. 
U.  Pctfieo.  CBOf,  Z OrtaAdo  P6-11-SS3- 
SJ;  3,  New  Yqt*  (18-ivmsZ);  4,  New  Jer- 
sey [14-1J-.SSWI;  &,  Washington  114-14- 
-SOWS);  8.  Boston  (15-13-SXXB:  7. 
PtiHaaelphla  J6-1S-.240.il].  Central  Dlf 


lee  Hockey 


HMj  Boston  £ MraH  4;  Montreal  a.  E8- 
u si  son  3;  NY  Mandeta  1,  Ottawa  4: 
Tampa  Bay  £ St  Louts  £ Chicago  0.  ux 
Angelas  1:  Anaheim  6.  Calgary  1. 


Stow  bridge  v BUston  To;  wtsbach  Tn  r 
Grantham  Tn.  ViiaHmii  WvlaUar  Ba»- 
dock  Tn  v Otatmatad  C:  BaaMay  v Wey- 
moatt;  Cteradon  To  r wmtun  0 Mete. 
Oarttoro  * Ertlh  A HUadBUK  Hafcar  Alh 
Irondon  * Beet  Tn;  Newport  AFC  » Ctndor- 
fard  Tn;  Newport  (WW)  v Pvebam  7h;  Ton- 
bridge  Angela  v Masneto:  Waterioo«We  v 
Herat!  Tic  Witney  Tn  ? Cl  ranees  tar  Tn- 
YeteTe  v Trowbridge  Tn. 


Mildra  BWatord  r BasnatepleTa. 
maw  os  win  Atepann 
Bbeyadr  To  (£38);  Caanartoa  Tn 


■wryrtiftimflfaiit 
■fcVftjgajlPtiltl— Jhbw 

■**t<*v**«!#n#*.p 

•.,:-:.:.:^wi^WitoaiPCl9Wd. 

--wttvt^ijBawn^ieauujpnjajw 
...dttOOtrsawaiBaMmMaraa^BWp 
■ ■ •■■■toOW  WWOMiioa^pH-vi. 

am  pmapnn* 


Friday’s  fixtures 


(1U);  Leak  Th  v TaHont  Moraeanbe  v 
Southport;  Noitowtm  v mm/tMga;  Ham- 

dan  S Olmond*  « swranagaf  Stougb  « i 


Purttunedog  Caerews  » Newtown  (£30); 
Camaat  Ytira  lion  v Bamr  c (230):  rant 
Tn  vGoHaifs  onay  (liJfc  Harartordanat 

e Stow  Vale  (2JXQ:  myl  * Conwy  Bank 
WclshpooJ  v TNStsLaOJ. 

MW  1—toUto  BsstorthW  Bally- 
mana  v Colaraina;  CWtonvgja  v.Crvead- 
ttrr,  Oanbran  v UnlMd;  ftjrtadown  v 
Ctenasan.  rirat  Phrislent  Carrie*  v 


Hayee;  Wtoktng  v Fantooreioh- 
UKtaoKD  LBAQUto  Arsndto  BWalem 

Galnatcrougli  v Boston  Utd;  lislna  » 


: Sonemlans  v Darry  C (3.15). 


1 1.  Atlanta  (W19.  L8.  Pta.704,  GBOfc  £ 
Indiana  (17-ft.«0-1);  3.  CMeago  (»*■ 
.ew-q.  4,  CKrmand  Iies-SttM);  S.  Cftar- 
totta  (IB-a-fittW);  6.  Damn  (13-15-^8*- 
M);  7.  Milwaukee  (12-14-48 ?^5K);  8, 
Toronto  (V24-.11V18J. 

Katin  CnnlWnn.  Mdareaf  Ohr. 
Men  1,  Utah  (W18.  L10.  PdLSIS.  0):  £ 
Houston  (T4«-.8aH$  3,  San  Antonia  (IS* 
TO-.  60043;  4,  Mtenaaoto  I11-14-A404Q:  6, 
Vancourar  (KH7- JTtWBO;  8,  Dallas  (6-21- 
■ 182-111:  t.  Oenrar  (^22-J83-13).  TwBo 
Ohlalara  1.  Seattle  (W21.  LS,  P0L*», 
G80);  2.  LA  Latere  (2VS-.77W8;  3.  Pnoe- 

MX  <ISS-S87-4t  4.  Portland  (14-10- J8W); 

a.  Sacramento  (10-17-570-11®;  & Ooldan 
Sue  (5-18-^08-15):  7.  LA  QlppSrt  (5^2- 
■185-100. 


(A0  unlaat  stated) 
(a-t  = BlWbAH) 


Football 


YAnsford  Utd;  RaddBa  Borooffli  v Hyde 
LM.  PM  BMdm  OongMon  TKi  v moon 


Rugby  Union 


Utd.  IMBhMm  OongMon 
Ator  Mefloclc  Tn  r Braton. 


PA  CANUMQ  muilllllW  Arsen*  v 
Lsteester  (UA  sold  out);  A VNa  v Totten-  : 
bam  (Sill:  Ballon  v Barrmtey  (1 10);  Chel-  ' 
see  v Wlnddedon  (TSUI);  C Palace  v Souto- 
arppted  (12.0);  Derby  v Nawea*ue;  , 
Uwa’peei  v Leeds;  Man  Utd  * Eraruo; 
Shad  wad  v Btaddxirre  West  Ham  v Gov-  : 
■nry  (12JJ). 


btas  Atherstone  r Nunaasm  (1148;  Betti 
v Merttiyn  Bnanegrcra  * Udawrw 


(11-0):  Cnnriay  Th  v Hartnn";  Oereheator 
» SaHattory:  Perei*  Grsan  w Gtoacaator  C; 
Greeley  An*  v Burton  A»  (II  JO):  ftaOt-  , 
weR  Tn  v tOngs  Lynn  (&30fc  SUngbowne 
■ Cambridge  C;  SI  Leonertto  v Astdord  Tie  i 
Worcester  C v Tamworth  (11503,  ■*ami . 
Itodaiaai  Badwertb  Utd  v VS  Rugby, 
Breekjoy  Tn  v Rattode  Th:  Corny  TnvB- 
ftaa&io  Tic  fflnddiy  uuvSUkK  Gd&taM  , 
^K  Moor  Green  v neddteti  Utd;  Paget  ! 
Hngre  v SoftwO  Son  RC  mrwtdc  vEwe- 1 
share  Uhf;  Shapahed  Dynamo  vStekenaB:  1 


«UI  HAnOHALIJIAOUK  Iht  I 

Wra  aletttMtood  v CaarphWy  (120). 
cum  HATCH!  Hard  spool  Rm  v « 
Hartlepool  (ZiQ. 


Cbariton  » Norwich  fisxs:  Crewe  v Mao  C 
fa-ifc  HuddareBaid  v Utofleahraueh  (a-Q; 
Ipswich  • Birmingham;  Noon  Fores  « 
Swindon:  Portsmouth  * OPR;  Raadng  w 
was  Brom  (12.0);  Stockport  v Pori  Vela; 


Rugby  League 


maour  UTGHDI  Peatoeratone  y 
WaMleld  flT-SOl:  Leeds  r Hatthst  (11  sot 
Mg*  v $t  Helena.  - ■ • 


Basketball 


UuailUH  LKADUtt]  Lateastar 
Greater  London. 
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SPORTS  NEWS  IS 


City’s  troubles 
deepen  as  Lee 
prepares  to  sell 


Memories  of  1 997 


compiled  by  Stephen  Bierley 


Mchad  Walfcar 


anchester  city 
staff  and  followers, 
already  faring  aa 
uncertain  Christ- 
mas four  points  off  the  bottom 
of  the  First  Division,  must 
have  reacted  with  a famiiigr 
weariness  to  the  news  that  the 
dob  is  up  for  sale. 

This  is  unofficial  — in- 
trigue at  Maine  Road  always 
is  — as  is  the  £30  million 
price  tag,  but  the  reality  is 
that  certain  individuals  on 
the  City  board,  are  waiting  for 
an  acceptable  offer  while 
others  are  been  to  maximise 
their  investment. 

Adding  to  the  intrigue  are 
Salford  rugby  league  and  Sale 
rugby  union  dobs.  Both  have 
held  talks  with  City  with  a 
view  to  inheriting  Maine 
Road  should  City  depart  for  a 
new  stadium  Intended  for  the 
2002  Commonwealth  Games. 

There  is  even  a possibility 
that  one  of  Rupert  Murdoch’s 
organisations  would  purchase 
and  merge  Salford  and  Sale 
and  buy  Maine  Road  for  them 
to  play  in.  The  Super  League 
hierarchy  has  always  been 
keen  on  having  an  important 
dub  based  in  Manchester. 


■pose  said  to  be  prepared  to 

Sell  include  the  chairman 
Brands  Lee  and  a significant 
shareholder,  Stephen  Baler. 
«e,  who  won  an  acrimonious 
battle  for  control  of  the  dub 
with  Peter  Swales  three  years 
ago,  is  in  the  relatively  weak 
position  of  holding  around  18 
per  cent  of  the  shares  and  i»c 
only  been  able  to  watch 
recently  as  other  major  share- 
holders have  flayed  their  mus- 
cles, bringing  Dennis  Tueart 
on  to  the  board  last  week. 

Lee  is  said  to  have  finally 
bad  enough  of  the  day-today 
hassle  of  running  Cliy — with- 
out the  power  a majority 
shareholding  automatically 
confers  — whereas  Boiler,  nrw* 
of  Britain’s  100  richest  maw, 
has  let  it  be  known  that  he  is 
ready  to  listen  to  offers  for  his 
share  of  the  dnb,  approxi- 
mately 25  per  cent. 

Mike  McDonald,  the  owner 
of  Sheffield  United  but  a life- 
long City  supporter,  has  long 
been  mentioned  as  a possible 
buyer  ofthe  Maine  Road  dub. 
He  would  have  difficulty, 
however,  in  quickly  disposing 
of  his  Sheffield  United  shares, 
a legal  requirement  should  he 
try  to  buy  into  City. 

A merchant  hank  from  the 
City  of  London  is  understood 


to  have  examined  City’s  fi- 
nancial state  last  week  to 
have  come  up  with  with  a val- 
uation Of  £30-£3S  minim.  So 
Lee  and  Boiler  would  collect 
around  £4  mfiiinn  and  £8  mil- 
lion respectively,  figures  that 
might  persuade  to  try 

and  hang  on  to  their  shaves  as 

long  as  possible  in  the  hope  of 
seeing  the  long-overdue  up- 
turn in  City's  fortunes. 

Lee’s  position  as  chairman, 
though,  is  vulnerable  as  he 
could  be  out- voted  at  an  emer- 
gency  general  meeting  catiad 
at  any  given  time. 

However,  were  a renais- 
sance to  occur  and  . City 
regained  Premiership  status, 
file  dub’s  valuation  — and 
Lee  and  Baler's  share  of  it  — 
would  rise  considerably. 

If  current  negotiations  with 
Manchester  City  finwwnti  and 
the  Sports  Council  resulted  in 
a move  to  toe  52£OOcapacity 
Commonwealth  Games  sta- 
dium in  a COiqile  Of  seasons  — 
and  City  were  in  toe  Premier- 
ship — toe  dub’s  value  would 
soar.  Newcastle,  after  all.  with 
a ground  canedtv  of  38000 
were  floated  at  £180  mSUon. 

Potentially,  City  are  as  big 
as  Newcastle,  although  “po- 
tentially” is  toe  key  word 
where  City  are  concerned. 


League  discounts  sabotage 
by  gamblers  in  light  failures 


THE  Premier  League  yester- 
day denied  Haims  that  sab- 
otage was  behind  two  of  this 
season’s  floodlight  failures, 
writes  Martin  Thorpe. 

According  to  a betting-indus- 
try source  the  floodllgbt  fail- 
ure during  November’s  West 
Ham  v Crystal  Palace  game 
and  Tuesday’s  Wimbledon  v 
Arsenal  match  were  linked  to 
Fhr  East  gambling  syndicates. 
The  Guardian  also  received  an 
e-mail  from-  the  Pacific  area 
yesterday  repeating  the  claim 
about  Wimbledon's  match. 

According  to  the  first 
source,  the  trouble  stems 
from  a spread  bet  offered  by 
bookies  where  toe  favourite 
to  win  a match  starts  a num- 
ber of  goals  behind. 

• On  Monday,  Wimbledon 
started  05  of  a goal  behind 
Arsenal.  So  though  the  game 
was  called  off  at  0-0,  In  betting 
terms  it  ended  0.5-0-  The  lights 
failure  allegedly  guaranteed 
Wimbledon  did  not  lose  and 
miiiinna  of  pounds  were  won. 
Tellingly,  said  toe  source. 


the  West  Ham  and  Wimble- 
don matches  were  both  Mon- 
day Sky  games  shown  live 
worldwide  and  the  only  Pre- 
miership games  these  syndi- 
cates could  bet  on  that  day. 

Also  revealmgty.  he  said, 
the  Upton  Park  floodlight  fail- 
ure occurred  just  seconds  after 
West  Ham  scored  a second-half 
equaliser  after  being  2-0  down. 

The  ahanrinmawt  meant  that  tn 
betting  terms  Palace,  who 
began  the  gamp  half  a goal 
ahead,  did  not  Ios& 

The  samp  on  Monday,  when 
toe  lights  wait  out  13  seconds 
into  the  second  halt  In  betting 
terms,  a result  is  only  valid  if 
the  second  half  hag  begun. 
“Tve  got  no  idea  how  the  lights 
were  switched  off”  said  the 
source,  ‘•‘but  its  serious  stuff" 
Yesterday  the  Premier 
League  promised  checks  on  all 
its  floodlights,  fait  on  toe  bet- 
ting allegations  zts  spokesman 
Mike  Lee  said:  “Technical 


reparte  confirm  there  is  no  evi- 
dence of  interference  or  sabo- 
tage in  any  af  these  incidents.”  > 


Coventry  record 
for  Romanian 

COVENTRY  CITY  have 
signed  the  Romania 
striker  Viorel  Moldovan 
from  Grasshopper  Zurich 
for  £3.25  nrtPion,  a record 
for  tiie  club. 

Gordon  Strachan,  Coven- 
try's manager,  last  night 
confirmed  toe  deal  for  a 
player  who  also  interested 
Newcastle  and  several  con- 
tinental clubs. 

According  to  Moldvan’s 
agent  loan  Becali,  the 
player  has  signed  a 4%-year 
contract  and  would  join  the 
TUghfipld  Road  club  on  Jan- 
uary 2. 

West  Bromwich  will  pa- 
rade Denis  Smith  as  their 
new  manager  at  a Haw- 
thorns press  conference 
this  morning. . Oxford  did 
not  stand  in  Smith’s  way 
and  he  takes  over  from  Ray 
Harford  after  agreeing  a 
three-year  contract  with 
Albion.  At  Oxford’s  insis- 
tence; however.  Smith’s 
No.  2 Malcolm  Crosby  will 
stay  at  the  Manor  Ground. 


I NEVER  FORGET  A FACE . . . can  yon  identify  the  six  obscure  and  obscured  players  above?  photographs:  tom  jekkns 

Look  back  with  our  quiz  of  the  year 


1 Who  said: 

“We  were  deBcendng  Into  the  tog 
and  suddenly  the  road  turned 
green.” 

“From  that  moment  on  I forgot  he 
was  a human  being.” 

“Where's  the  nearest  classical 
shop.  1 need  some  soothing 
music.” 

“Suddenly  there  was  blood  spurt- 
ing out  and  it  wasn't  a nice  sight’’ 
was  dragged  into  the  storm 
three  years  ago.  Since  then  the 
only  worts  [*ve  said  were ‘not 
guityV’ 

“Controversy  la  foiowing  me 
around  and  he's  just  gone  to  the 
bar  to  get  a drink." 

2 Who  said  of  whom: 

“He  Is  the  kind  of  person  who 


arranges  his  sock  efrawer  in 
colours.” 

“Obviously  the  four  years  las 
mother  spent  in  Dewsbtay  were 
good  grounding." 

3 Who  almost  missed  winter  sun 
for  a random  miss? 

4 Who  turned  down  toffees  for  a 
stole  dish  of  sweets? 

5 Who  pinned  their  future  on  an 

1 1  -plus  failure  who  finished  last  In 
a school  cross-country? 

8  Which  English  soccer  player 
won  an  100th  cap  thb  year? 

7 What  do  Doncaster  Rovers  and 
West  Ham  have  ki  common? 

8 Which  great  Dane  secured 
nine? 

9 Which  great  Dana  broke  an  ax- 
con's  racort  in  Zurich? 


10  What  was  sqtishy  and  fufl  of 
seeds? 

11  Which  40-yaar-old  had  caka 
before,  during  and  after  the  birth- 
day celebrations? 

12  Who  went  deep  blue  with 
embarrassment? 

13  Who  waited  for  five  years  tor 
the  return  of  Jason? 

14  Whose  13  hours  of  hard  siog 
fated  to  break  one  record  but 
greatly  corrtrflxrtBd  to  another? 

15  Which  four  left  home  In  the 
summer,  and  went  where? 

18  Who,  having  given  blood  and 
sweet  for  gold,  offered  liquid  DMA 
for  aivar  Olympic  lapel  pins  in 
2000? 

17  Which  tuh  was  thumped  from 
8 long  way  off,  and  by  whom? 


18  Which  two  Kenyans  deprived 
one  Ethiopian  of  double  top? 

19  Who  cried  “Nike"  In  unison? 

20  Name  the  dubs: 

4,000  holes;  The  Hanging  Sheep; 
Ferry  Cross  The  Wensum;  The 
Memoirs  Of  Seth  Battomtoy;  The 
Sheeping  Giant  The  Stence  of 
the  Lamb:  Keegan  Was  Crap 
ReaNy;  Monkey  Business;  Can  I 
Bring  My  Dog?;  Sick  kt  The  Basin. 

21  Who  dttched  the  flag  and  then 
sponsored  it  for  £2.5  mBDon? 

22  When  wiH  miJk  be  rebottled  by 
the  man  from  the  Pro? 

23  Who  first  looked  back  in  anger 
and  then  jumped  over  a cliff? 

24  Who  had  a good  day  at  Black 
Rock? 

Answers,  page  IJ 


Chess 


Adams 

gives 

Short 

shrift 


Leonard  Barden 


1CHAEL  ADAMS  took 
a 1-0  lead  over  Nigel 
Short  yesterday  at 
Groningen  in  the  semi-fin ab- 
of  the  Fide  world  champion- 
ship. Short  resigned  a -tl- 
move  Sicilian  Defence  when 
an  Adams  pawn  was  poised  to 
promote  to  a queen. 

If  Short  can  level  today 
Britain’s  lop  duo  will  fight  it 
out  tomorrow  in  a game 
worth  £100.000  to  toe  winner. 
In  the  other  semi-final,  Vtshy 
Anand  and  Boris  Gclfnnd 
drew  their  first  t^imc. 

After  thp  Groningen  final 
ends  on  30  December,  the 
show  moves  to  the  Interna- 
tional Olympic  Committee 
headquarters  in  Lausanne, 
where  Karpov  will  defend  his 
Fide  title. 

At  45  Karpov  is  not  the  force 
he  was  and  Adams,  26.  or  An- 
and, 28.  may  achieve  the  riul 
prize,  a reunification  title 
match  with  Garry  Kasparov, 
who  removed  his  world  crown 
from  Fide's  control. 

Kijrsan  llyumzhinov.  Fide’s 
controversial  president  who 
brought  in  the  knock-out  for- 
mat has  guaranteed  a $5  mil- 
lion (£3  million)  prize  fund  at 
Groningen  and  Lausanne 
after  a Russian  gas  company 
dropped  out.  llyumzhinov, 
who  rules  the  obscure  Cauca- 
sian republic  of  Kalmykia, 
says  his  fortune  is  based  on 
caviare,  oil  and  shrewd  busi- 
ness deals.  Not  everybody  is 
convinced  and  Moscow 
recently  sent  a commission  to 
examine  Kalmykia's  state 
finances. 

But  be  is  pouring  money 
into  chess  projects.  His  zani- 
est  concept  is  a “chess  city" 
in  Kalmykia  that  will  have  its 
own  king  and  queen  and  host 
next  year's  100-nation  chess 
Olympiad.  Recent  magazine 
photos  of  chess  city  under 
construction  showed  what 
looked  like  a shanty  town 
with  chess  board  knights 
strung  from  the  balconies. 

Short  recently  likened 
knock-out  chess  to  rock 
climbing.  The  tension  is 
great,  and  a single  slip  fatal. 
When  be  and  Adams  resume 
play  this  afternoon  they  will 
know  that  their  world  title 
campaign  can  end  anywhere 
between  ignominious  defeat, 
delayed  payment  of  prize 
money,  or  a magnificent 
toppling  of  Karpov  and 
Kasparov. 


Squad  sheet  Full  guide  to  Boxing  Day's  Premiership  fixtures  including  injury  lists,  suspended  players  and  betting 


Arsenal  v Leicester  City 


IM IMW  Araa^  WL1ML- LBiewterDWDU. 

i mMk  Amnal  4-7  LotoostarS-Z  Dim#  12-6 


Dixon 


Marshal 
Upson 
Hughes 

BouM  Mannfoger  Wren 

WhttortHirn  Lukic  AneOca 

Parlour  Garde 

♦ Vieira  Platt 

□•camber  ZSf.  Adams  (bade.  Fdbraray  7)  . 


Leicester 


Kettar 


Lennon 


Hesfcey 

Gappy 

EMtott 

Parker 

Campbefl 


Claridge 

Fenton 

McMahon 

WRson 

Ullathome 

Arpbexad 


DoiMMNone 

Wurad  Marais*  jhemta.  Jnay  1 7). Tfcylor  flewe, AususS 
Now 


Crystal  Palace  v Southampton 


UwtttieeCngtalBatocaLLDLDiSoutfMniitonLLUyD 

Match  odds:  Crystal  P^acaT* -10  Southampton  2-1  tfrswSW 
Wai—  PAtaoCfcffWdh*) 


Crystal  Pafcaoe 


Kartant 

Roberts 

Hrefdarssc 

UMgban 


Rodger 

dnty 

SMppertoy 

Zohar 

Nadi 

Emblen 

Dyer 

Quinn 

Buton 

Boxafl 

Fuftarton 

Thomson 

Deamber  2BJ.  LomM  ^ Je™a*  1*. 

ftamstrtng.  January  IB,  Htta  ****** 

Frfwprthv  feocond  d three) 


Southampton 


Dodd 


Richardson  WSBams 

Oaldey  Hughes 

Le  Ussier  Robinson 

Honkou  Hirst  Slater 

LuDdekmn  Ostenstad  Ffehavan  - 

Davies 


DuMM  Nona 

Iqfcuod  Tort  (groin,  Januoy  311 
amended  Hone 


SheffieidWecinesifayvBiatJiiwmRoiiW 

BaiMuesJ  WOW  (Stocfctnn-on-TiMd 

Sheffield  Wed 


Cofflns 
Nolan  Booth 

SHfeiwk  Carbone 

Walker  darks 

Atherton  Newsome 

Pembridge  Rutf 

WldUatfMP  Hyde 


MAulNm 

Canto  {llretrfhftf 


Blackburn 


Flowers 

Henctrox 

Hendry 

watery 


Craft 
MeKfotay 

Sutton 

♦FWcroft 


Afewndereson 

Humphreys 

Nfcol 

Briscoe 

Oakes 

Msg  Mon 

Donaldson 


Pettis 

Duff 

Bohfnen 

Broomes 

Thomas 

Beattie 


Aston  Villa  v Tottenham  Hotspur 


s Aston VBa  WlVWLftTbdBntam  UMJJW 
i Aston  Wte  4-6  Ibttenham  7-2  Draw  12-5 

s a uMdBgaeaw  astral) 


Thytor 


Nelson 

Grayson 


Scimeca 

Hendrte 

Joachim 

Hughes 

Oakaa 


NOW 

ttxVa  £aS>.  January  2*) 


Baardsen 
Fox  Edinburgh 

Anderton  Scales 


Mabbutt 

Alton 

Dominguez 

Ctemence 

Iversen 

KRremarm 


btforvd  BMaigh  {hamstring.  Januaiy  1 0).  Austin  (towa,  January  31\  Howefe  (knee. 
FHney  14),  Armstrong  {loot  February  14) 

3— peeded  WgaJ—toriBraal 


Perfay  County  v Newcastle  Unified 


: Derby  LWDOO;l 
date  Derby  5-4  Nowcarto  7-4.  Dew  9-4 
:M  Rood  pjtrringhan^ 


Derby 


D 
C 

Eranlo 


Sturridge 
♦ Wanchope  Solis 
Laursan  YatS6 

WRtoms  Burton 

Hunt  Kaduk 

Carbon  Hoult 


Now 


frE— rfp«Hgmln-JBnuMv  10.  VWi  Oar  LaanfanMn.  January  17).  PaWyffw 
February  28) 

' "Now 


Htstop 


OBesple 


Pistons 

Batty 

AsprfHa 


Given 

Barton 

Hamilton 


Howey 

Tomasson 

Kstsbala 

Rush 

Lee 

Beresfort 


Tim  Jill  id  Lea  (pod) 

fcgmd  Albert  (taratmg,  Januny  TO),  Shww  (ankle,  FaOfiary/Mareti} 


w^t  Ham  United  V Coventry  City 


UdwPttb— Wte 

SSS«wWhBtHamWV»lWL;CowiiByIUWl. 

oddwWtet  Ham  4-6  Cowotry  r-2  I>w  12-5 
G Pcfl  (TUng)  


West  Mam 


Forrest 


♦ Unimilh 
Pearce 

Ferdinand 


Rowland 
Berkovic  Impey 

Hartson  Mean 

Mtson  Dowie 

Seal ay  Abou 

Potts  . ♦Moncur 


24}.  Ha*  {faot,  Matcti).  Cfcte  Jmw.  Au^istJ 


Nona 


Coventry 


Dubfin 
♦ Huckerby 


HBMon 

Soltvedt 

♦Hal 


Tetter 

Boland 

Johansen 


Ughiboume 
Ducros 
Haworth 
Gull  Sttachen 
Ogrizovfc 


<Tf*D  ffatrsPing.  January  1^.  DQi^  {*«*».  -fanuay 


Bolton  Wanderers  v Barnsley 


I rat  mar  Bolton  WWLDL:  Pendny  WLLDL 

" Boltnn  4-6  Barratey  7-2  Drew  12-5 
S Duf¥i  (BrtstDO 


Carr 

Branagoi 
AQofree 
Taggart 

Patrcloii^i  Fish  Beigsson 

Phiffips  Jaasketainen 

Frandsen  Gwvfeugsson 

Pouetftd  Taopart  (protr^,  Batpscon  {anld^.  Bianapan  (harmlrtntf 

laiBrad  ShartOan  (knes,  January  3),  BBott  {broken  tog.  August) 

Iheiwiilt  ilHoldworthya«tot  t»rro).'nKinpeon(«aeandcrtUMua} 


MBultoCk 

Hristov 

Thompson 

Krizan 

Bosanclc 


Inim6  A BuBock  Acwa,  Januoiy  Dove  (too.  MaBrdtd 

NOW 


Liverpool  v Leeds  United 


t Sum  Uvepool  UNUHW.  Leeds  WWDDW 

: Liverpool  8-11  Leeds  KM  Draw  9-4 
k S Lodge  (Benstey) 


James 

Fowler 

Friedel 

BJoraetoye 

Inca 

McAteer 

Ruddock 

Murphy 

Hetflmiimp 

Kvarme 

Babb 

Luehra  durai 

Berger 

Jonas 

Matteo 

Harkness 

reeefle 

Corragher 

Owen 

Ruddock 

Dotdrtfni  tnoe  (graM  Ruddodk  dowel 
tafmvd  VWys  deck,  Jwniey  3) 
Suspoedod  Now 


Martyn 

Hopkfn 

Kewefi 

HaBe 

Rfoeiro 

Maybury 

Helm 

WaBacs 

Laurent 

WMhorad 

Kewell 

Harte 

♦Robertson 

Hasselbaink 

Woodgate 

Itellr 

Utoy 

Matthews 

♦ HaaSand 

Bowyer 

Baeney 

Kaweffrnad 
fctfw  til  Snaps  Oo— .August) 
twopufadBadabaffeatof  two) 


FA  Premiership  table 


P 

Haora 

W D 

L 

F 

A 

Am* 

W D 

L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

Man  Dtd 

19 

B 

1 

0 

28 

4 

5 

3 

2 17 

8 

32 

43 

Blackbum 

19 

7 

2 

1 

23  10 

4 

4 

1 13 

9 

17 

39 

Chetoas 

. 19 

B 

1 

1 

16 

B 

6 

1 

4 29 

13 

26 

38 

Leeds 

19 

5 

2 

3 

15  11 

5 

2 

2 13 

8 

9 

34 

Liverpool 

18 

6 

0 

3 

20 

9 

3 

4 

2 11 

8 

14 

3* 

Arsenal 

18 

5 

2 

2 

10 

7 

3 

4 

2 13 

14 

11 

30 

Derby 

19 

S 

3 

0 

19 

5 

2 

2 

6 14 

22 

6 

29 

Leicester 

IS 

3 

5 

3 

12 

10 

4 

1 

3 11 

8 

5 

27 

Newcastle 

18 

5 

3 

3 

12 

11 

2 

2 

3 0 

11 

-2 

2fi 

West  ham 

19 

7 

0 

1 

17 

6 

1 

1 

9 B 

25 

-6 

25 

Wimbledon 

18 

3 

2 

5 

11 

14 

3 

3 

2 8 

7 

-2 

23 

Aston  VBa 

19 

A 

2 

3 

12  13 

2 

2 

B 8 

12 

-5 

22 

Crystal  Palace 

19 

0 

3 

5 

5 14 

5 

3 

3 12 

11 

-e 

24 

Shelf  Wad 

19 

5 

1 

4 

IB  17 

1 

2 

6 13 

26 

-12 

21 

Southampton 

IB 

S 

1 

4 

17  14 

1 

1 

7 6 

IS 

-B 

20 

Coventry 

ig 

3 

6 

1 

14 

10 

1 

2 

B 3 

15 

-8 

20 

Beaton 

19 

3 

5 

1 

8 

a 

1 

3 

8 8 

23 

-13 

20 

Tottenham 

19 

T 

V 

4 11 

14 ' 

“T 

~2 

6 6 

18~ 

"is" 

*iV 

Everton 

19 

3 

2 

4 

11 

13 

i 

3 

6 6 

14 

-10 

17 

Barnsley 

19 

2 

2 

5 

10  20 

2 

0 

B 7 

30 

-33 

14 

Chelsea  v Wimbledon 


Last  fume  Ctwfcaa  WWWDW;  Wlmbtedon  WLUWD 
Match  oddK  Ctwbaa  1 -2  Wknbtadan  1 1 -2  Draw  12- 5 
GWlartl  (Worthing) 


Chelsea 


De  Qoey 


Petrescu 


Du  berry 
LeSaux 
♦ Dl  Rftatteo 
Wise 


Watt 

Kharine 

Clarke 

Lambourde 

Morris 


Granville 

Newton 

Crittenden 

GuBit 

Myers 

Nichols 

Flo 


Now 


P Hughos  (artdn.  Dacambor  2®.  Newton  (too.  December  SB),  Babayana  (loa. 
Jauary  24).  Pojrot  (knw  aganwrts.  Au^est) 

Suspended  M Hughas  (last  ot  three) 


Wimbledon 


Suflhran-  Sottakfcan  Fear 

Cunningham  H Hughes  Castiedine 
Blackwell  Earle  Gayle 

Thatcher  Cort  ♦ Jonas 

KbnMe  Heald  Clarke 

Arttiey  Jupp  Cort 


Eud  tshoutotar.  January  3).  Baku  jknea.  January  3),  Goodman  (tam  March). 
McAlister  (AcMes,  April 

SoopMMtod  C Hu^es  (lata  ol  three).  Peny  (second  of  thrae) 


Manchester  United  vEverton 


OM  Traflord  Spot  Prfdv 

UP  Bn:  Mararteoter  Unttad  WWWWW;  Everton  LLDDW 
HBtBlietfda:MancnestcrUntt0d4-n  Everton  13-2 Draw 3-t 
U Rarmte  (Sheffield) 


Manchester  United 


jt  hmolchel  Johnson 
Pal  lister  Cole 

Beckham  ♦Butt 
CUggs  Schotos 

Q Nevtte  Solskjaer 

P MewtHo  Barg 

Curtis 


Poborsky 

McCIair 

VanderGouw 

Clegg 

Thomtey 


honied  Irwtn  fmea.  January  3),  Keaw  (knee,  Mach 

Saapcedrt  Now 


Short  O’Connor 

HinchCiiffe  Garrard 

Bad  Speed 

Oster  Vtert 

Jaffers  Phelan 

Jevons  Wrlhamson 

Bwiby  McCann 
Deuttfid  &MQ).  Soead  tankte).  Phaten  9<we),  wanmson  (TunEfrlro) 
lulatd  Qrant  (shin,  January  31).  Parkinson  (knee,  August) 

BBc  dHrd  of  Ovet,  Fagus&i  Jast  ot  three) 


Myftre 

Watson 

Tiler 

Speed 

FantBy 


Player  in  the  frame 


JDrgen  Klhmnamn 

The  German  striker, 
who  rejoined  Tottenham 
from  Sampdoria  on 
Monday,  may  mdtea 
swift  return  to  the  first 
team  after  receiving 
clearance  from  foe  FA 
to  play  at  Aston  VHla 


Probable  starters  in  bold;  contenders,  probable  substitutes  and  other 
squad  members  in  light.  ♦ one  more  booking  will  earn  suspension 


I None 


i 


1 


16 


Wednesday  December  24 1997 


All  tiie  runners  for  Boxing  Day,  pages  1 2, 1 3 


Maine  Road  braced  for  new  year  sales,  pageJ  5 


Best  seller  in  the  caddies’  hut,  page  14 


The  sports  quiz  of  the  year,  page  15 


SportsGuarman 


Happiness  is  a No. 33  shirt 


Three’s  company . . . demand  outstripped  supply  at  the  Spurs  Shop  yesterday  when  Christmas  shoppers  marked  Jflrgen  Klinsmann’s  imminent  return  to  Tottenham  hy  snapping  up 
some  300  replica  shirts,  at  £39.99  for  adult  size  plus  £15  for  all  those  letters  and  numbers.  An  extra  batch  will  be  ready  for  Sunday's  same  against  Arsenal  photograph:  tom  jenkins 


United  set  table  for  festive  fare 


David  Lacey  looks  forward  to  rich  pickings  for  the  leaders  in  a 
Premiership  holiday  programme  enlivened  by  Klinsmann’s  return 


THE  reappearance  of  a 
high-ranking  German 
in  the  nondescript  no- 
man’s  land  of  North 
London  will  probably  not  in- 
spire a Christmas  truce  in  the 
Premiership.  But  JQrgen 
Klinsmann's  latest  registra- 
tion as  a Tottenham  player 
was  completed  in  good  time 
for  him  to  play  against  Aston 
Villa  on  Boxing  Day  and. 
should  he  be  in  the  squad  at 
Villa  Park,  at  least  Mark  Bos- 
nich  will  be  able  to  welcome 
liack  his  old  sparring  partner 
with  an  outstretched  arm. 
Alan  Sugar,  the  Spurs 


chairman,  has  shown  an  ad- 
mirable willingness  to  encom- 
pass the  Christmas  spirit  by 
running  a favourite  action 
movie  for  fans  grown  weary 
of  the  same  old  Carry  On 
films.  Then  again,  nobody 
else  was  Intending  to  show 
The  Great  Escape  anyway. 

Klinsmann  will  return  to 
White  Hart  Lane  for  the  visit 
of  Arsenal  on  Sunday,  by 
which  time  he  will  already 
have  noticed  some  difference 
in  his  surroundings.  There 
will  be  no  Teddy  Sheringham 
attuned  to  a similar  cerebral 
wavelength,  for  example,  and 


Klinsmann  would  not  be  the 
first  to  wonder  what  had  hap- 
pened to  Nick  Barm  by. 

The  33-year-old  German 
striker's  return,  as  well  as 
reviving  the  spirits  of  Totten- 
ham’s supporters,  will  add  in- 
terest to  a Premiership  fast  be- 
coming resigned  to  the  idea  of 
the  title  going  to  Manchester 
United  for  the  fifth  time  in  six 
seasons.  The  managerial  word 
games  that  followed  Sunday's 
match  at  Newcastle  could  not 
bide  the  fact  that  the  champi- 
ons remain  in  a class  of  their 
own  when  it  comes  to  winning 
difficult  fixtures. 


- Not  that  United's  holiday 
programme  looks  that  de- 
manding, It  will  be  a major 
surprise  if  they  fail  to  gather 
six  points  from  the  home 
game  against  Evert  on  on  Box- 
ing Day  and  the  visit  to  Cov- 
entry 48  hours  later.  By  tradi- 
tion Christmas  brings  one  or 
two  shocks  but  should  Ever- 
ton  win  at  Old  Trafford  analy- 
sis or  the  result  will  be  best 
left  to  seismologists. 

For  the  champions'  imme- 
diate pursuers,  therefore.  It  is 
probably  more  a matter  of 
keeping  up  than  catching  up. 
In  their  contrasting  ways 
Blackburn  Rovers  and  Chel- 
sea are  playing  excellent  and 
attractive  football  and  unless 
United  are  suddenly  be- 
calmed in  the  new  year  the 


England  on  all-time  high 


The  top  twenty 


RusMfl  Thomas 


ENGLAND  have  com- 
pleted a hugely  prom- 
ising year  to  become 
the  world’s  fourth-best 
team,  their  highest  rating 
since  the  Flfa  rankings 
were  Introduced  In  1994, 
With  France  98  looming, 
England’s  rise  of  eight 
places  since  last  December 
is  highly  encouraging  and 
reflects  the  impressive 
route  taken  by  Glenn  Hod- 
die’s  team  to  next 
summer’s  World  Cup 
finals. 


Brazil,  the  tournament 
favourites,  arc  the  top  team 
for  the  the  fourth  succes- 
sive year.  But  England's 
confidence  is  rising  after 
finishing  top  of  their  quali- 
fying group  ahead  of  Italy, 
who  have  moved  up  one 
place  to  ninth. 

Romania,  seemingly  Eng- 
land’s most  dangerous 
group  opponents  In  sum- 
mer. have  jumped  from 
16th  to  seventh.  But  an- 
other rival,  Colombia,  have 
fallen  from  fourth  to  IQtb 
and  Tunisia  remain  23rd. 

Scotland,  despite  their 
qualification  for  France  98. 


have  fallen  eight  places, 
from  29tb  to  37th.  The 
Republic  of  Ireland  have 
dropped  11  positions,  to 
47th  from  36th.  as  a result 
of  their  failure  to  reach  the 
finals.  Northern  Ireland, 
seeking  a new  coach,  have 
fallen  dramatically,  from 
64th  to  93rd.  and  Wales  arc 
103nd  after  being  80th  last 
Christmas. 

Japan,  co-hosting  the  fin- 
als in  2002.  appear  in  the 
top  20  for  the  first  time  at 
14th.  a rise  of  seven  places. 
But  the  biggest  leap  of  1997 
was  made  by  Yugoslavia, 
climbing  to  20th  from  55th. 


1 Brazil 
a Germany 

3 Czech  ReoubSc 

4 England 

5 Mexico 

6 Prance 

7 Romans 

8 Denmark 

9 Italy 

to  Colombia 

11  Spain 

12  Russia 

13  Norway 

14  Japan 

15  Morocco 

16  OBe 

17  Argentina 

18  Sweden 

19  Croatia 

20  Yugoslavia 


73.45pts 

66.41 

64.92 

61.26 

60.80 

60-36 

8036 

59-95 

59.59 

68.44 

59.13 

58J3S 

58.29 

57.98 
57.87 
57.75 
57.74 
57.47 

56.98 
56.90 


contest  for  second  place,  and 
entry  to  the  qualifying  stage 
of  next  season's  Champions 
League,  could  become  as  fas- 
cinating as  the  main  event 

On  present  form  Roy  Hodg- 
son’s fast  inventive  Black- 
burn side  should  prove  too 
much  for  Sheffield  Wednes- 
day at  Hillsborough  on  Box- 
ing Day.  Wednesday’s  4-1 
home  defeat  by  Chelsea  last 
Saturday  was  followed  by  a 
familiar  outburst  of  Ron 
Rage;  their  manager,  Ron  At- 
kinson, condemned  the  per- 
formance fn  terms  that 
echoed  his  blue  periods  at 
Aston  Villa  and  Coventry. 

This  time  disillusion  ap- 
pears to  have  set  In  earlier 
than  usuaL  Atkinson  has  only 
been  back  at  Wednesday  a 
month. 

Chelsea  will  benefit  from 
an  extra  day's  rest  meeting 
Southampton  on  Monday 
night  after  their  Boxing  Day 
encounter  at  home  to  Wimble- 
don. Last  season  Joe  Kin- 
Rear's  team  won  this  fixture 
4-2  and  despite  a crop  of  inju- 
ries and  suspensions  Wimble- 
don remain  capable  of  achiev- 
ing the  unexpected. 

Certainly  the  floodlight  fail- 
ure at  Selhurst  Park,  which 
for  the  second  time  this  sea- 
son turned  the  Premiership’s 
Monday  With  Murdoch  Into 
The  Sky  At  Night,  was  more 
of  a relief  for  Arsenal  than  it 
was  for  Wimbledon.  For  45 
minutes  Arsene  Wenger's 
side  had  played  with  the  radi- 
ance of  a 40-watt  bulb. 

Before  Arsenal  can  think  of 
bow  they  are  going  to  cope 
with  Klinsmann  in  the  ab- 


sence of  Ttiny  Adams,  now  a 
long-term  injury  with  a bad 
back,  they  will  need  to 
address  the  problem  of  find- 
ing form  against  a Leicester 
team  that  has  been  sagging 
since  September  but  wiH  no 
doubt  be  roused  by  Martin 
O’Neill  for  the  Boxing  Day 
match  at  Highbury.  This  isf| 
one  of  four  London  games 
with  a noon  kick-off  and  un- 
less Dennis  Bergkamp  recap- 
tures his  autumn  form 
Arsenal  may  end  up  paying 
for  lunch. 

Liverpool  and  Leeds 
United,  fifth  and  fourth  in  the 
table  above  Arsenal,  meet  at 
Anfleld  on  Boxing  Day. 
George  Graham’s  improving 
Leeds  side,  beaten  once  in  12 
league  games,  will  set  out  to 
break  up  Liverpool’s  passing 
much  as  they  did  at  Chelsea 
the  Saturday  before  last 

If  they  tn^nago  to  finish  the 
match  with  11  players  this 
time  Leeds  may  do  more  than 
avoid  defeat  Liverpool  are  at 
Newcastle  two  days  later,  giv- 
ing this  Christmas  a look  of 
make-or-break  for  Roy  Ev- 
ans's Chances  of  maintaining 
a serious  presence  near  file 
top  of  the  Premiership. 

At  the  bottom  Barnsley  — 
away  to  Bolton,  home  to 
Derby  County  — look  like  foil- 
ing further  behind  while  the 
relegation  struggle  above 
them  Intensifies.  The  visits  of 
Southampton  and  Bolton  to 
Crystal  Palace  and  Bverton 
will  be  angst-ridden  affairs, 
especially  now  that  Totten- 
ham are  lurking  just  below 
the  safety  line  with  a recap- 
tured Dnterseeboot. 


How  can 
boxing  claim 
Racing  Day? 


Laura  Thompson 


FOR  followers  of  racing, 
today  does  not  exist. 
Nor  did  yesterday  and 
nor.  eff  course,  does 
tomorrow.  Except  for  a few 
valiant  greyhound  tracks, 
racing  has  simply  stopped — 
a 3 the  better  torev itself  up  for 
The  Boring  Day  Bonanza. 

to  fact.  Boxing  Day's  10 
meetings  constitute  no  more 
than  the  Bank  Holiday  norm. 
But  with  Kempton  and  the 
King  George  VI  Chase  as  its 
showpiece,  December  26  gives 
the  Impression  of  being  the 
day  for  which  the  whole  year 
has  waited. 

Racing  no  longer  has  the 
ability  to  bring  the  country  to 
a standstill  as  Derby  Day . for 
example,  once  had  the  power 
to  do  (or  at  least  gave  the 
illusion  of  doing).  But  when, 
as  on  Boxing  Day.  we  are  at 
a standstill  already,  a great 
popular  meeting  like 
Kempton  win  hold  us  there. 

At  breathless  capacity  the 
King  George  crowd  will  be  no 
more  than  around 20.000,  and 
the  viewing  figures  for  Chan- 
nel 4 Racing  will  be  a quarter 
of  those  for  EastEnders.  Yet 
those  who  watch  this  meeting, 
that  race,  are  more  than  a . 
crowd  or  statistic.  Somehow 
they  will  come  together  to 
form  a vital  and  enthralled 
world. 

It  helps,  of  course,  that  they 
wifi,  also  form  part  of  the 
Boring  Day  “Sport  Rules  OK” 
ethos,  in  which,  after  foe  inti- 
mate insularity  of  the  previ- 
ous day.  the  doors  are  flung 
open  on  to  the  great  outdoors. 

Wrapped  to  their  new 
scarves,  men  win  slope  off  to 
escape  turkey  croquettes, 
malfunctioning  fairy  lights 
and  toys  without  batteries. 
Hangovers  win  be  blasted  to 
buggery  by  gusts  of  Icy  wind 
and — what  the  hell — four 
double  whiskies. 

No  other  sporting  day  bolds 
quite  the  same  quality  of 
robust  devil-may-care  joyful- 
ness. I have  always  spent 
BoxingDay  dog  racing  with 
my  father,  inhaling  the  pre- 
vailing winds  of  amiable  cyni- 
cism and  revelling  in  foe  at- 
mosphere of  bonhomie  and 
steel  created  by  the  bookmak- 
ers who,  at  the  end  of  the  meet- 
ing. wander  Into  foe  bar  like 


south  London  Santas,  wads 
of  notes  tumbling  out  of 
their  satchels  and  on  to  foe 
counter. 

After  the  sentimentalities  of 
Christmas.  It  Was  all  wonder- 
folly  bracing.  Yet  sentimen- 
tality was  there,  albeit  weH- 
hldden.  and  this  would  show 
itself  during  the  screening  of 
the  King  George  at  Kempton. 

It  showed  Itself,  for  exam- 
ple, when  shrewd  gamblers 
were  unable  to  conceal  their 
childlike  delight  at  foe  fourth 
victory  ofDesert  Orchid  in 
1990.  They  might  have  bet 
against  him  bid,  however 
hard  they  tried,  they  couldnot 
hope  for  his  defeat. 

This  Is  the  power  that  the 
great  National  Hunt  contests 
wield  over  their  audience: 
they  allow  us  to  form ' 
relationships  with  foe  horses 
that  transcend  pettier 
allegiances. 

During  those  long,  pil- 
grimage-like races,  we  will  see 
a horse  unearth  ever-deeper 
reserves  of  courage,  con- 
quering fatigue  with  each  tri- 
umphant leap.  We  will  see  him 
find  himself.  It  is  daznn-near 
impossible  not  to  identify  with 
him,  to  open  the  heart  to  him. 

THE  fiat,  of  course,  is  so 
different  The  victories 
last  season  of  those 
gallant  five-year-olds 
Pflsudski  and  Singspiel  were 
as  moving  as  anything  that 
followers  of  the  flat  will  ever 
see;  yet  still  something  about 
those  sleek  bursts  of 
throughbred  speed  defies 
identification.  A flat  horse  is 
just  too  perfect  ever  to  be  like 
us.  But  a National  Hunt  horse 
can,  at  his  best,  seem  like  a 
human  being  with  all  foe  bad 
stuff  left  out 
On  Boxing  Day  tiie  crowd 
will  be  unified  in  its  desire 
to  see  such  a horse.  Possibly 
it  will  see  the  coronation  cf 
a “new  Desert  Orchid"  in 
foe  shape  of  one  of  the  three 
greys  hoping  to  contest  foe 
King  George:  One  Man, 
bidding  fora  hat-trick.  Sony 
Bay.  winner  of  theHennessy, 
and  Senor  El  Betrutti,  who  . 
won  the  Tripleprint  Gold  Cup 
at  Cheltenham. 

Waiting  for  that  final 
victorious  leap,  spectators 
and  spectacle  will  form  a bond 
as  strong  as  any  in  sport  The 
sight  of  the  winning  horse, 
exhausted  head  proudly  alert 
to  the  answering  knowledge  of 
foe  crowd,  will  undoubtedly 
be  magnificent 
All  foe  more  so  if  my 
Christmas  prayer  has  been 
answered,  and  none  of  these 
horses — anonymous  bays,  as 
well  as  glamorous  greys —has 
been  asked  to  pay  too  high  a 
price  for  the  fulfilment  of  our 
festive  desires. 


In  Saturday’s  Guardian 


Our  award-winning  team 
reports  on  all  the  Boxing 
Day  action:  the  crucial  Pre- 
miership football;  Saracens  v 
Leicester;  Wigan  v St  Helens; 
and  the  King  George  VI 
Chase  at  Kempton’s  bank 
holiday  meeting 


We  save  you  money 


(That’s  a promise.) 
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